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highly. Nen, 40 the Chinels: utbat \ \ - 
they have not" ſcrupled to aſcribe. # 
to the famous Confucius. And in- 
deed, the precepts of it are ſo Judi 
7} crigus, the mopality ſo excellent, the 


invention ſo beautiful, tbe 100 
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iy PREFACE: 4-3, 
fo fn lar, and the order” and me- 
tha regular, that they could not 
aſcribe it to any other author, or, at 
leaſt, could not forbear wiſhing that 
it were written by him. Wevertheles, 
we owe it to Kilo-hoee, @ very il- 
luftrious perſonage, who lived up- 
wards of a thouſand years before 

. Confucius, _ firſt mandarin of the 
law, inveſted with the higheſt em- 
ployments, and known in China by 4 
great number of works, hiſtorical, 

political, and moral. learned 

| Chineſe *- who, four hundred years 

 fince, writ the literary hiflory of 

bis country with wonderful accu- 

racy, has proved by unanſiverable 
arguments, that Kilo-hoee was the 

= ſole author of this book. What the. 

= latter writer has given of it, is no 

=. more than the nee of a _ x 
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PREFACE. v 
Biftory ; an eſſay, as it were, of that 
of a \ whole nation. The reaſons 
why be laid afide his deſign are not 
known. What honour ſoever. Kilo- 
hoee might. expect would accrue to 
him from this beginning, (which ts 
no more than the particular hiftory 
of a prince,) be yet could not forbear 
owning, that he taanſlated it from a 
very antient manuſeript, written in 
the antient language of Japan; and 
the Japoneſe writer had bi mſelf 
tranſlated it from tbe language of 


the Chechianians, a people Wwho, eben | 


at that time, were entinct. 
The Japonele writer declares, in £ 
another place, that bits country-men. 
thought it an honour to be deſcended 
from the Chechianians: 1 
be himſelf feems not to be of this of 
nion, becauſe no proofs, even in 255 
time, exiſted - of this deſcent; and 
that he himſelf (as every "judicious 
author would) believes, that: an ar- 
A of ſuch 2 importance, 


can- 


of b BE A 
** 4% 00 well. ſetriæd. He even 
mals 4 diſfertation an this ſubjedt, 
awhich Kilo-hoee, however, Aid not 
think proper 10 r nſlates.. becauſe. it 
gave na hght into any particular. 
Tall he fill mores difficult; in this 
. UP,ang of theſe circum- 
Shatices. \olt. therefore. may be more 
graben, With \the.xcourteous reader's 
aa ue, Ae, paſs to fuch. facts as ey 
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The time" that he war bebe 
1 tranſlate ſome Pieces (in order to 


probe himelf in that tongue) that 


Which we now publiſh fell into his 


bands.” Smote with it's beauty, he 
about it; and in three ? year, time 
made ſhift to tranſlate” it into Dutch, 
but” in à very y imperfect manner, as 
he himſelf” confeſs d. Being little foli- 
titous of favouring the public with 
it, be Ee 0 Europe, and left 
Dis work in the hands of the any) 
Jobs Gaſper Crocovius Putridus, of 
Leipſic, his intimate friend, fo well 
known in the republick of letters, 
by the diſpute in which be engaged | 
with Emanuel Morgatus, on 4 ſub- 
Jeet of wonderful importance. The 
affair was, to diſcover whether the 
chaſte Diana's pack of hounds, con- 


ted 'of dogs and bitches, ar only of 


one ſex of F theſe animals.” Aſter an 
exceraimgly- warm conteſt," the palm 
Was 


w' PR E F A cc E 
57 given to Putridus, wwho proved, 
n drawn from the virgin- 
modeſty of this goddeſs, and by the 
teſtimonies of the greate Weng of 
antiquity, that ſhe ba 4 
any but the latter kind. The 1 Dutch- 
man arrived at the very nick of 
time that, Putridus was complimented 
by all the literati of Germany, for 
the important jy 99 5 he had done 
the common-wealth of learning, who 
defired him to write a commentary 
on his Chineſe tranſlation. Ac- 
cordingly Crocovius tranſlated it in- 
ro Latin, enriched it with notes and 
illutrations, and was juſt going to 
publiſh it in three large folio's, when 
55 very- learned man was ſnatched 
away by an immature death. Bal- 
thafar Oneroſus, and Melchior In- 
fipidus, his nephews, beirs to the 
eflate and profound knowledge of 
their uncle, made ſome other addi- 
trons 10 this work, writ a commen- 
* on it, illufrated the * of 
| their 
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PREFACE ix 
their uncle, added nem ones, com- 
pared the various readings, reſtored 
the paſſages, and at laſt were 
printing it at Nuremberg, in five 
volumes, folio, when they were un- 
bapptly fewept away by the plague. 
Weir children having. leſs erudi- 
tion, and being unable to defray the 
expence of fo glorious a work, ſold it 
to 4 noble Venetian, who bappen d 
to be then in Nuremberg, This 
nobleman, whoſe name was An- 
nibale Guglio Scipione Buzevia de 


gli Tafanari, being. returned to Ve- | 


nice, tranſlated it into his native 
tongue, but not in the form in which 
be had purchasd it. Being but very 
imperfectly frulld in Latin, be quite 


leap'd over the erudition; when 


being aſſiſted by a brother Servite, i 
and both making great uſe of a 9 
dictionary, they, with much ado, put 
Had his 


excellency Buzevia been able to make . 
@ proper advantage of the learned 
| remarks 
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remarks with nohich: the Germans 
bod embellifh'd the work,” the French 
nation would\bave:bad it more com- 
picat; and then a thouſand admira- 


deprived" of tbe illuſtrations they % 
mueh want. The. laſt tranſlator 
dares not preſume to Natter hi 
withbauing fucceeded. The Venetian 


ws.) very difficult jargon; and the 
French tranſlator owns, 'that be 5s 
puzzled to ſind the meaning even of 


man Tuſcan Terms; à eircum- 
Aance that will appear ny Ways e- 
trabrdinary, uben the reader is in- 
form d, that be ftudied Italian but 
tuo months, unden 4 Frenchman, 
[TY particular friend, who ah 1 4 
but fr Weeks i in Rome. > 

n 

8 


4 33 L 
a 


* 


. | . * 1 % 
© * % - L - % "# » S 2 4 2 


Aue particulars would not baus bern 


wifelr 


— EA alt VS: - This 


* 

# 4 
. 
p 


PREEA CE. We 


5 8 W 1 0 ö K den 5 , oy <Q N 


babe 000000009 
W * HAP. III. nud laſt, : 


Concerning ſome Parti — 


which it wðwas neceſſary to 
alter. Elggium of 1 
Tranſlator. pe ts 


TE E reader may neluralh . 


from the various bands 
bl which this work has paſs a, 
that it bas retained but few of "its 
native and original graces; and, all 
errcumftances confiderd, IT do not 
now whether it will appear to grent 
er diſadvantage upon that arcount. - 
Oriental boots are always Aulfeu 
with trifles and abſurd fables; the 
religions f the eaſtern nations are 
grounged wholly on idle tales, which - 


they introduce on all occaſions ; and 


wobrch would appear "as ridiculous to 
ws, a venerable" to them. "Theſe 
| religious 
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religious extra vagances diffuſe over 

their compoſitions a fantaſtic air, 

whoſe Novelty might give plea- 
ure, . but' which is now grown too 
common for à reader to diſcover any 
Beauties in them. Befides their 
deities, whom they. repreſent under 
all. ſorts characters, they intro- 
duce Genii and Diws. Theſe are 
found in their moſt ſerious hiſtories ; 
ad whenever any. of their heroes is 
in any great danger, a Diw ex- 
por d bim to it, and a genius extri- 
cates. bim. Theſe imaginary beings 
are the foundation, and form the 
cataſtrophe, or unravelling of three 
fourths of tbeir books; and tho they 
frequently. give rije to very ſingular 
events, the reader is at laſt tired 
to. fee the ſame, actors for ever ap- 
pearing on the ſtage ; not to mention 
that this betrays a very tedious 
\barrenneſs .of invention. Beſides, 
their writings are filld with meta- 
Pbors, and certain turns, which can 
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FIRE F-A'CB aw 
er ever | (becauſe of the great m- 
r, Plicity of our language) be tranſ- 
1 with faithfulneſs or beau 
J. Jo give a French verfion of. 
an eaſtern work, is therefore 4 
tore difficult task than is generally 
imagined ; but as this which we ' now” 
preſent the reader with, is tranſs+ 
ated only from the Venetian rongut, 
the reader muſt not imagine it was. 
leſs difficult upon that account. 
Signior Annibale---Buzevin de gli 
Tafanari has blended the whole in 
a very unaccountable manner; and 
it bas coſt no ſmall pains: to range 
and digeſt the facts, in the manner 
we may ſuppoſe Kilo-hoee intended 
them. Izſtead of the word genius, 
I have ſubſtituted that of fairy, 
which is a familiar term to us. 
I bave ſuppreſs d all the barbarous 
names, whenever I bad an opportu- + 
nity: for it. The genius Hic-nec- 
ſic-la-ki-ha-tipophetaf was 4 bor- 
rid word to the teeth, for which. 
7 reaſon 
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and tepularity which glitter 
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reaſon I'changed it. In 4 word I 
+ es nth "fo. the: Uukmoyt of 
ny abilities, to male this work ber- 
„aud am in n manner of doubt. 
but it id . 


95 4 1 in d mul. 
e places, Well a5 refexi- 
ons; which will appear equally" new 
ani judicious : The" tranſlation" is 


bran ups wirbt wonderful care, 10 


clearneſi, and \acouracy ;\\ and, I th 
ded; that Kilo-hoee's i- 


ation} tho made from a'\"Jan\" || © 
Sugge, of <vhioh T'ſearce ot 27 
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4 regard 1 abe under, 1 
maybe wild and extrava- 
gan, but mi el produbility iaurbe | /4 
fault of tb ori uud 0 
unreaſonable 10 nexpett; from the \ 
imitigmigtionof a Ohineſe, that raſte 
much". 
in the compoſitions of the French; 
8 Wor, are a 
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he moſt part vaſtly judicious, and ftill 
Atner very cold and flat; and that 
rom a certain maxim of Horace, 
phich Twould willingly have introduced 
here, had not part of it ſlipt my me- 
mory. But. this Horace pretends, 


diverting dreſs; and does not bid a 
writer tire out bis reader's patience, 
thro an exceſs of wwrJdom. To ſpeak my 
ſ thoughts; I am fincerely of opinion, that 
cb of our authors as are ſo extreme- 
ly regular, would very gladly be leſs ſo, 
and if poſſible, violate the laws of writ- 
ing a little more than they do. Their 
works, indeed, would not boaſt quite 
Jo much decorum ; but then they would 
be more agreeable, and more untver- 


x fally read. 
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Some Account of Prince H1Aaoup- 
_ ZELES-T ANZAI. 


KEY N the oreat Chechen 
SEES region now loſt, by the 
| = Ignorance of geographers, 
ERS reigned anciently a king 

called Cphat, or Cephaes, 
a name. which ſignified in the lan- 


B guage 


1 — n 
— 2 


0 
4 
* 
1 | 
| 


2 The HISTORY of 
guage of that country, (at this time 
as little known as the Punic tongue) 
Felicity of the people ! a glorious name, 
which, poſlibly, chance or flattery 
had beſtowed upon it. There was no 
one to ſucceed this prince in his wide- 
extended dominions, but his only ſon, 
for whom the Chechianeans had an ex- 
traordinary veneration; and who, from 
his moſt tender years, formed, but 
without their knowing why, their dear- 
eſt hopes. In theſe times fairies go- 
verned the univerſG. 
As theſe intelligencies act more fro 
caprice than reaſon, they muſt neceſ- 
ſarily conduct it with very little regu- 
larity. Moſt beings make an ill uſe 
of unlimitted power; and that man 
who can act as he pleaſes, does not 
always make juſtice the rule of his 
will. This was the caſe with the 
fairies. They were very numerous, and 
had very little ſubordination among 
them: Their ſex, the various intereſts 
that animate them, which ſometimes are 
of little importance, but always vio- 
lent; a Jealouſy of commanding ; 
that of beauty » AP Are of caprice, 
"IIS 5 VS | . being 
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being the public topic; which, with 
female deities, is a conſiderable ſpring; 


all theſe gave riſe to very bloody feuds 


among the intelligencies in queſtion. 


The ſon of Cephaes had been receiv?d 
at his birth, by the auſpicious fairy 
Barbacela, the avowed protectreſs of 
his family from time immemorial. 
She called the prince, becauſe of his 


exquiſite beauty, Hiaouf-Zeles-Tanzai, 
(the ſun's rival) and at the ſame time 


endowed him with all the advantages 
capable of raiſing a mortal to the high- 
eſt perfection. He poſſeſſed all xnow- 


ledge, without having ever been in- 


ſtructed. Perſons of high rank often 


imagine they know all things; bur 


this was not the caſe with Tanzai, all 


whoſe talents were real. He was 
equally ſkilled in poeſy, painting and 


muſic z and could write lyrie and 


dramatic, as perfectly as epic poetry. 
He was no leſs happy in pleces of a 


jocoſe and puerile caſt; and madri- 


gals, epigrams, elegies, anagrams, and 


bouts-rimez, were full as familiar to 


him. Nevertheleſs, as there is no ſuch 
thing as an univerſal genius, he could 
22 B 2 - never 
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| Is attain to the making of acrol- 
tics. Tho? his inclination was turned 
. chiefly to poetry, he yet did not neglect 
the reſt of the polite arts. All the vir- 
tuoſi in Chechian had pieces of his 
painting in their cabinets; and the ſe- 
veral ex-voto's of the great temple 
were all of his pencil. Operas, the 
words and muſic whereof were of his 
compoſing, were frequently repreſented 
at Chechian. It cannot be denied but 
that he had the fineſt taſte in the world; 
and nothing was a more conſpicuous 
roof of it, than his prefering the ſack- 
t to all other inſtruments. He was 
Jo paſſionataly fond of it, that Cephaes, 
who gave blindly into all the caprices 
of the prince, had cauſed to be hung 
up in the ſpires of all the temples of 
Chechian inſtead of kettle-drums, with 
which the people were before called to 
Prayers) ſackbuts of an enormous ſize. 
Several princes of the blood had been 
appointed to play on thoſe inſtruments 
on proper occaſions, and, for that rea- 
ſon, were honoured with the ſupreme 
title of grand ſackbut- players of the 
race. - This poſt became one of the 


13%; | moſt 


taſtical to us, was yet, in the opinion 


of that people, a mark of che moſt 
peculiar diſtinction. Tanzai anſwered 
the tenderneſs his father indulged him, 


by that great regard which an excel- 
lent education inſpires. Dear to the 
nations he was one day to govern 
beloved by the illuſtrious fairy Barba- 
cela, and the admiration of the whole 
world; he ſeemed to have attained the 
higheſt pitch of felicity, However, 


his heart was naturally tender, and yet 


he was not allowed to entertain a ſoft 
ſſion. | | 
The fairy, becauſe of certain acci- 
dents with which the'prince was threat- 
ned, in caſe he ſhould fix his affetion, 
or marry before he was full twenty, 


had abſolutely prohibited him both, till 
„CC the 
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moſt conſiderable in the kingdom, and 
the ſenior ſackbut player was declared 
conſtable; his majeſty, to raiſe the 
ſplendor of this poſt, honoured thoſe 
on whom it was beſtowed with a bear- 
ſkin pair of breeches, adorned with 
tufts of hair after the Indian faſliion 
which honour, tho? it may appear fan- 
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the time in which the fates allowed 
him to diſpoſe of himſelf. Theſe orders 
were expreſs, and it was as dangerous 
for Tanzai to infringe, as difficult to 
obey them. How was it poſſible, in a 
court which the pleaſures had choſen 
for their ſeat ; where the ladies height» 
ned their charms with all the ſeducing 
arts of coquettry; where their only 
buſineſs and ſtudy were to raiſe deſires, 
and afterwards ſatiate them; for a 
prince in the bloom of life, amiable, 
and of a ſoul formed for love, to con- 
tinue long indifferent? It would have 
been to no purpoſe for him to entertain 
any ſuch hopes. And accordingly. 
Tanzai, ſenſible how pernicious a court 
is to all who are exhorted to lead a 
lite of virtue, and being oppreſſed, 
as it were, where-ever he appeared, 
with melting glances, or warm decla- 
rations, he at laſt reſolved to leave it; 
to retire to a palace of his own, ſtand- 
ing on the ſea-ſhore; and to forbid all 
women entrance to it. This reſo- *' 
lution ſurprized every one. The mo-—- 
tives of it were unknown; and ſuch- 
ladies as were diſguſted upon that ac- 

count, 


TANZ AI and NEADARNE, 7: 
count, ſpread reports no ways advan- 


tageous to Tanzai, who either was not 


informed of, or did not value them. 
He was but eighteen when he ſecluded 
himſelf in this ſolitude, and three 
months after grew quite tired of it. 
When abſent from the charming ſex, 
which employed his whole ſoul, no- 
thing was capable of amuſing him; 
and he tortured his imagination to no 
purpoſe, in order to invent ſome ſcenes 
of diverſion: The leſs he knew the 


| exquilite pleaſure of loving, the more 
- ſoothing was the image he formed to 


himſelf of it. That to ſweetly tender 


union of two hearts, which he had 


frequently deſcribed in his writings ; 
thoſe tranſports, and that ſo ſtrong 
delight in love, became at laſt the only 


bleſſing he wiſhed to enjoy. Growing 


more uneaſy every day, he refolved to 
tell the fairy, that he was determined 
ro return to Chechian, and marry, how 
diſpleaſing ſoever this might be to the 
fates. Barbacela uſed her utmoſt en- 
deavours to divert him from this de- 
ſign 3 but, in ſpite of all ſhe could ſay, 
he fixed a day on which he reſolved to 


B 4 quit 
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quit his retreat. The fairy, without 
abandoning Tanzai to his evil deſtiny, 
pitied him, and reſolved to exert all 


her power to ward off the calamities 
with which he was threatned, or at leaſt 
to ſoften them. Such readers as ſhall 
have patience enough to continue this 
hiſtory, will afterwards ſee the advan- 
tages which the prince reaped from the 
2 taken by the fairy. 
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* CM Ax. II. 
The Return of the Prince: Aſſembly 


/ the Council: Propoſal of Mar- 

riage: Arrival of the Princeſſes : 

Their Allurements, and how they 
Were received. 


1 


HE prince's return gave occa- 
ſion to new conjectures, and 
was, to the politicians of Che- 


cl-1in, an inexhauſtible ſource of ar- 
guments and chimeras, The common 
people, who are ever for aſcribing a 
Caule to the actions of their ſovereign 

when 
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when they are moſt hid from them, 
tortured their brains with perpetual 
thinking; and were, at laſt, as much in 
the dark with regard to the motives 
of his return, as thoſe which had occa- 
ſioned his abſence. The women were 
leſs puzzled; and there was not one 
among them but concluded that Tan- 
zai, preyed upon by a ſecret flame, 
which his pride had in vain endeavoured 
to extinguiſh, was returned from no 
other motive, than to pay the beauty, 
who had conquered his heart, a ho- 
mage which it was not in his power to 
refuſe any longer. But now I think on 
it, what neceſſity was there for Tan- 
Zar's being ſo reſerved? Ought perſons 
of ſuch high rank to diſſemble their 
wiſhes; and ſhould princes: be ſtruck 
with fear when they make their ad- 
dreſſes? However, their ſuppoſitions 
were not altogether groundleſs. The 
prince was devout: perſons of this caſt 
may be tempted, but they ſcreen their 
impulſes much more than they combat 
them, and never ſtruggle with their 
frailty, but when it cannot be conceaPd, 
How many women owe their prudery ' 
7, B 5 | to 
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to a fear of being diſcovered ? Among 


the various Jadics who laid claim to 
Tanzai's heart, his governante ima- 
gined her rights to be the beſt founded; 
and ſhe was firmly perſuaded, that, if 
not from inclination, at leaſt out of 
gratitude he would devote to her his 
firſt ſighs or firſt whims. The moſt 
experienced coquets of the court diſ- 
puted allo the conqueſt of his heart, 
.and exhibited before him all ſuch things 
"as a deſire of pleaſing, with regard to 
looks and behaviour, ſuggeſts to the 
fair. However, theſe made no Im- 
preſhon on the prince's indifference : 
He wiſhed for a modeſt beauty, whoſe 
ſimplicity was undiſguiſed by art, and 
whom he might be permitted to fee at 
her toilet, without giving offence : 
He even propoſed this trial : But it 
very much perplexed the pretenders, 
how advantageouſly ſoever they might 
think of their charms ; and they choſe 
to reſign their claim to Tanza!, rather 
than appear before him with the fright- 


ful aſpect which they owed to their per- 


petual midnight revels at court, and the 


fatigues that are inſeperable from qua- 


lity. | But 


- 
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But now the King was reſolved to 
look out a ſuitable match for his ſon ; 
and this being an affair of the higheſt 
importance, he thought proper to take 
the advice of his council, Each of 
the foreign miniſters propoſed the 
daughter of his fovereign, Twelve 
might flatter themſelves with the hopes 
of this alliance; but Cephaes, conclud- 
ing that his fon could not marry a 
dozen princeſſes, was very much puz- 
zled with regard to the choice. The 
monarchs who offered him their daugh- 
ters were vaſtly powerful. It would 
be dangerous to diſpleaſe them, and 
but one could be ſatisfied: ſo that the 
wiſdom of the council had never been 
more embarraſſed. The king's excel- 
lent ſenſe (ſuperior to that of all men) 
hit at laſt upon an expedient ſuitable to 
the welfare of the kingdom, and the 
majeſty of the neighbouring monarchs. 
He propoſed that each of thoſe kings 
ſhould lend to Chechian the princeſs ' 
he intended for his ſon; that they 
ſhould all refide thirteen weeks at his 
court; that he would ſpend twelve of 
theſe in viſiting them, one after an- 

other, 
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other, in order that he might have an 
opportunity of examining their ſeveral 
per fections, and they of forming a 
judgment with regard to Tanzai. That 
the thirteenth week, after having duly 
meditated on the beauty of their per- 
ſons, or the ſweetneſs of their diſpoſi- 
tions, the prince ſhould declare his 
choice. That by this method, none 
of the monarchs in queſtion, could 
juſtly conſider the refuſal which ſhould 
be made of his daughters as contempr, 
ſince graces and perfections only were 
ro determine here. The council ap- 
plauded the king's reſolution, and the 
miniſters having communicated this 
propoſal to their reſpective ſovereigns, 
they all agreed to it. Immediately 
apartments were prepared for the recep- 
tion of the ſeveral beauties, who arrived 
not long after. They were welcomed 
with the molt ſplendid feſtivals; and 
ſeveral of the prince's operas were 
played, all which were greatly admir- 
ed, either juſtly, or out of mere com- 


plaiſance. Tanzai, at the firit glance 


he threw, finding the princeſſes ere 
lovely, would very willingly have eſ- 
1 pouſcd, 
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pouſed them all; but the vencration he 
had for the laws was a reſtraint to him, 
ſo that he contented himſelf with mak- 
ing them, both in proſe and verſe, the 
preitieſt compliments in the world. 
As the princeſſes had pleaſed him, ſo 
not one of his graces had eſcaped their 
notice. He charmed them all; and 
this conformity of ſentiments increaſed 
the averſion they already began to en- 
tertain for one another. We all know 
what a company of women-are capable 
of, when each wants to win a much- 
loved object from the reſt: But as it 
was never known, that one man was 
the idol of twelve ladies, we ſhall only 
obſerve that there was twelve times as 
much hatred and ſlander among thoſe. 
princeſſes, as is generally. found; con- 
ſequently twelve times as many apiſh, 
affected tricks were played, all which 
were of advantage to the prince, who 
could not but be charmingly amuſed 
with this trifling. 

When any one of the princeſſes had 
found out a new method of walking, 
of ſcrewing up her mouth, or of o- 
Sling; all the reſt, to reline on her, 

imme- 
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immediately ſquinted, drew their mouths 
up to their eyes, or fell into the moſt 
ridiculous ſhufffe. The ſame was prac- 
tiſed with regard to every thing elle 
for knowing that Tanzai was conver- 
fant in arts of every kind, they all be- 
came poets, painters, muſicians, Cc. 
and it is ſcarce poſſible to conceive the 
multitude of ſtupid productions in every 
kind, to which their emulation gave 
birth. Tanzai, fearing he ſhould diſ- 
oblige them, in caſe he ſhewed any one 

a preference, which all the reſt could 
not fail of looking upon as unjuſt, 
would have chance determine their 
rank; and ſo divided his hours, that, 
in the day-time, he viſited her only 
whole turn it was to be addreſſed that 
week. He was preſent at her toilet, 
was her gentleman-uſher on all occa- 
ſions, and dined with her; but in the 
evening, at the play-houſe, or in the 
circle, he ſpoke to all the reſt; and it 
was then theſe rivals ſurveyed him very 
minutely ; fancied he wore a forced, 
uneaſy air; and judged, by his coun- 
tenance, that the princeſs, whoſe turn 


it was to be then courted, pleaſed him 


leaſt 
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leaſt of all. However, all theſe con- 
jectures were wholly owing to their 
vanity ; and the behaviour of Tanzai, 
tho' his heart was already fixed, being 
the ſame to all, they ought naturally 
to have been as much in doubt on this 
head, as Tanzai himſelf affected to ap- 


pear. 


eee 


* CAP. III. 


The Prince's Amours. Aſtoniſhing 
Wiſdom of NEADARNE, 


E. LEVEN weeks were now 


elapſed, and the princeſs, whoſe 

turn came next, was ſhe for 

whom Tanzai had languiſhed in ſecret, 
How circumſpect ſoever he might have 
been, ſtill the princeſs was perſuaded 
of his love. The paſſion ſhe herſelf 
felt, had whiſpered to her the impreſſion 
her charms had made on Tanzai's heart; 
and their eyes had a thouſand times re- 
vealed their mutual wiſhes, before the 
confeſſion of it tell from their lips. , 
a c 


made a more lovely choice. The ex- 
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It was impoſſible for Tanzai to have 


treme pleaſure the princeſſes took in 
imitating him, and the jealouſy which 
atoſe among them, proved ſufficiently 
his uncommon merit. This he himſelf 
had obſerved the very firſt day; but 
reſtrained by a law, he had been obli- } 
ged to wait till it was their lot to be x 
together; and now the happy moment 
Vas come. Eager to expreſs what they | 
reciprocally felt; to enquire whether 


WF they were not miſtaken in their glances ; 


ro enjoy, for the firſt time, the ſupreme 
felicity of loving one another without 
conſtraint, it was not in their power to 
diſſemble their joy. 

Neadarné (for fo the princeſs was 
called) fully juſtified Tanza!'s fond paſ- 
ſion. She was a Brunette, who poſſeſ- 
ſed, befides all the graces peculiar to 
women of that complexion, all thoſe 
which charm in fair women. Her 
black eyes were extremely lively and 
piercing; but from the inſtant the had 
ſeen the prince, a melting ſoftnefs 
ſeemed to temper the exceſſive bright- 
nels they diffuſed. Her lips, which 
—_—_— uttered 
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uttered the moſt agreeable or prudent 
expteſſions whenever they opened, were 
ſweetly ſhaped, and adorned with the 
fineſt ſet of teeth the world had ever 
ſeen. She was tall, upright and ma- 
jeſtic, and at the ſame time of a noble, 
eaſy ſhape, Her legs and hands, which 
had been turned by the Graces, very 
much prejudiced the ſpectators in ſl 


| vour of every thing elſe. All her 


words and actions were inexpreſſibly 
graceful. She had not recourſe, in or- 
der to pleaſe, (whether with regard to 
her perſon or her wit) to that affected 
petulance which is ever ſo contrary to 
reaſon and decency z nor to thoſe far- 
fetched words, that ridiculous jargon, 
which, being ſo very ridiculous, ought 


to be univerſally exploded, How in- 


ſenfible muſt that ſoul have been, who 
could be unmoved at fo enchanting an 
object! | | 

The day was no ſooner come, on 
which Tanzai was permitted to ſpeak 
to his princeſs, but, urged by the fond 
e of his heart, he flew under 
her window, there to wait the delicious 
moment in which he m ght be allowed 
to ſce her. | Ne- 
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ſenſible muſt that ſoul have been, who 
could be unmoved at fo enchanting an 


object! 


he day was no ſooner come, on 
which Tanzai was permitted to ſpeak 
to his princeſs, but, urged by the fond 
3 of his heart, he flew under 
her window, there to wait the delicious 
moment in which he might be allowed 
to ſce her. Ne- 
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_ Neadarne, no leſs impatient than the 
prince, roſe up earlier than uſual that 
day, The firſt ſound that ſtruck her 
ears was Tanzai's voice, who was ſing- 
ing, with a languiſhing air, ſongs he 
compoſed extempore on his paſſion. 
Immediately ſhe ſtarted 2 but fear- 
ing it would be indecent for her to ap- 
pear at the window, and being, at the 
ſame time, unwilling to loſe the oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to the prince, ſhe 
made ſuch a clattering in her apart- 
ment, that Tanzai concluded ſhe was 
awake, and accordingly flew to the 
door of it. Neadarne, who had ob- 
ſerved that he had always delayed, till 
the laſt moment, whenever he was to 
viſit her rivals, conſidered his early ad- 
dreſſes as a good omen. The prince 
came up to her with that confuſion, 
that abſence of mind, which is never 
felt but in the preſence of a much- 
loved object. The princeſs's ladies 
were all withdrawn. How could ſhe 
prevent this, ſince the law would have 
it fo! ; 
Being now alone with her, he was 
but the more baſhful. For a great 
2 | many 
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many moments his eyes ſpoke the melt- 
ing language of love; and the prin- 
cels underſtood it much better than ſhe 
would have done, the ſoft, impertinent 
tautology, which the folly of men and 
the coquettry of women have ſince in- 
vented. However, this ſilence was to 
be broke. We admire- for ſome time, 
but at laſt we break into applauſes of 
the object of our admiration z and the 
charms which the princeſs revealed to 
Tanzai were, to him, an ever-flowing 
ſource of delights and encomiums. His 
words now forced their way. — May 
I preſume, ſays he, with a ſtammering 

voice, and a baſhful air, to hope you 
will not diſdain my paſſion, but conde- 
ſcend ſo far as to liſten to it? Ah, fir! 
replied the lady with a ſigh, if it be ſin- 
cere what may you not hope for? — 
Sincere! my Princeſs! ſays he; Alas! 
how injurious is this doubt? At theſe 
words he fell at Neadarne's feet, who, 
greatly pleaſed with her lover, liſtened 
to him with that complacency, which. 
a defire of being perſuaded ſuggeſts. — 
Well! I believe you, dear prince, ſays 
ſhe, in a tender tone of voice; and how; 
18 would 
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would it be poſſible, loving you fo 


paſſionately as I do, for me not to be- 
lieve you? Receive, continued ſhe, 
putting out her band, the ſincereſt pro- 
miſe ot my love; ſpeak tor ever to me 
of your's: How happy will it be for 
me to love you eternally ! 

Tanzai, overcome by excels of plea- 
ſare; kiſſed the princeſs's hand. In 
how rapturous a (train did he ſpeak of 

the firſt impreſſion which her charms 
had made on his heart! of the averſion 
he had conceived for her rivals! with 
What violence he had ſtruggled to ſup- 
preſs his paſſion! the impatience which 
tortured him! how many vows did he 


make to love her for ever! how ſtrong 
= was the flame which played in his 


glances ! With regard to the prin- 
cels, who viewed Tanzai with love- 
darting eyes, what tenderneſs did ſhe. 
not read, and ſuck in, from his! Both 


gruck with the ſweeteſt confuſion, both 


intoxicated with delight, were dead to 
all things but their melting wiſhes. 

As Tanzai. was the darling of fo 
great a nutber.of beauties, and ſure 
= * ene beloved, he reſol ved to take 
1 Ae 
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advantage of the confuſion in which he 
ſaw Neadarne. He began by a figh 
which expired on her lips, whither Cu- 
pid himſelf wafted it. She certainly 
would have refuſed him that bliſs; but 
in conjunctures like theſe, it may be 
made a queſtion, whether a woman is 
endued with all the ſtrength ſhe might 
otherwife poſſeſs? A lover, whom his 
miſtreſs is afraid of offending, and who 
is not ſtruck with the ſame kind of 
fear, is ſtronger from her weakneſs, 
than ſhe is weak from his ſtrength. Be 
this as it will, the prince would oblige 
her to confirm the kiſs he had printed 
on her lips. Virtue refuſed this grant, 
but Cupid was reſolved to indulge it 
and one woud imagine, that the former 
was invented merely to fall a perpetual 
ſacrifice to the latter. The more we 
enjoy, the more we covet. One deſire 
being ſatiated, it inſtantly raiſes up an- 
other in a lover's heart. From what 
he is allowed, he perceives what may 
be allowed him. f > {38 
The princeſs was in one of thoſe 
very negligent deſhabilles, which, by 
the ſtarting of a- pin from its l 
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diſcloſes greater charms than a lady had 
before denied acceſs to. A veſt flying 
open, revealed to the prince a neck, ſo 
exquiſitely well turned, and fo ſnowy 
white, that it was impoſſible for Tanzai 
to reftrain himſelf, ſo as not to wiſh to 
paſs, once more, the bounds of deco- 
rum. Neadarne had ſo long ſtruggled 
before ſhe would grant a ſingle kiſs, 
that he imagined the leaft permiſſion 
he ſhould ſue for, with regard to this 
new object, would be refuſed him with 
a frown. Abſolutely determined, there- 
fore, to owe this new pleaſure to him- 
ſelf only, he firft laid his fingers upon 
it, and then his lips; after which, both 
the princeſs and her fond lover conti- 
nuing in deep ſilence, and gazing no 
longer at each other, they no ſooner 
recovered from this delicious extacy, 
but they ſunk again under it. What 
could Neadarne do? She was virtuous : 
But in fo delicate a ſituation, all a mo- 
deſt woman can pretend to is, not ſo 
much to reſtrain the tranſports of her 
lover, as to recollect, that it is her duty 
to do it: 
Reflection, on theſe occaſions, is a 
very 
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very feeble refuge, if indeed it is poſ- 


ſible for reflection to ariſe in the mldſt 
of delights. Should it come afterwards, 
what has it ſecured from? The princeſs 


was in a bewildered ftate, which yet 


was ſo much the more dangerous, as It 


was quite new to her; not to mention 


that ſhe could not ſtruggle, becauſe of 
her utter inexperience this way, How- 
ever, the violence of the prince's de- 


fires now began to terrify her, ſo that 
| the gave him a gentle repulſe. But 


was he able to comprehend any thing? 
In theſe ſoft tumults, her garter, which 
perhaps had been careleſsly tied on, fell 
to the ground. The politeneſs of Tan- 
zal, who was naturally complaiſant, 
being increaſed by love, he offered very 
reſpectfully to fix it in its place. To 
retuſe the prince this favour, would 
make him fancy that it was of mighty 
conſequence, and only tempt” him to 
extort it; for this reaſon ſhe conſented, 


as it was not in her power to do other- 


wile, Tanzai, who had never put on 


a lady's garter, not knowing the place 


where it was uſually fixed; and being 
beſides, in ſuch prodigious confuſion, 
that 


E 


24 We HISTORY 


that had he known it, it would * 
quite ſlipt his memory, was ſo very 
auk ward in putting on that of the prin- 


7 es that ſhe ſcreamed very loud. Her 


ladies whiſking in at the noiſe, the 
ptince was obliged to withdraw. Nea- 
darné was aſked the reaſon of her cries. 
But how could ſhe ſatisfy them? Prin- 
ceſſes do what they pleaſe. She made 
no anſwer, and every one was left to 
her conjectures. However, ſhe thought 
it would be proper to guard againſt 
the: wild tranſports of Tanzai; and 
therefore ordered (but with a ſigh) the la- 
dies who attended on her, never to leave 
her alone with him, how much ſoever 
this might claſh with the law he had 
laid down: and was determined, merely 
from a principle of virtue, to take all 
thoſe precautions againſt Tanzai, which 
many other women, after a ſcene like 
that we have deſcribed, take againſt 
their lovers merely from coquettry. 
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| CH Ax. IV. 
TaNZz Al fixes his Choice, A Stim- 
mer is preſented bim. 


HEY who only know nature 

| and its impulſes, will imagine 
that, if the prince was diſſatis- 

fied at his going away, the princeſs was. 
no leſs uneaſy at his leaving her. They 
haps will fancy that ſhe was vexed 


within herſelf, for having ſcreamed fo, 


loud, as to be heard from her anti- 
chamber. They who carry their re- 
flections farther, will ſay, that Nea- 
darne*s virtue was put to ſo hard a 
trial on this occaſion, that ſhe could 
not be diſpleaſed at the "$a quitting 
her, but muſt neceſſarily have reproached 
herſelf had ſhe not called out for help 


in time. Such is the misfortune of he- 


roes, whoſe hiſtory is to te tranſmitted 
to poſterity! The reaCer paſſes his 
judgment on them, not ſo much from 
what they ought to have done in the 


circumſtances in which they appear be- 
| fore 
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_ unjuſt. We therefore ſhall not fail to 


from the fright into which the vivacity 


come from the council, in which he had 
5 ._- ., declared 


26 We H1sTory of - | ; 


fore ng as from what he concludes 
they might have done: He puts himſelf 
calmly and ſeriouſly in their place; 
and diveſted of the paſſions which fired 
them, clears.or condemns them, accord- 
ing to the ſucceſs of their enterprizes 
bur does not once enquire whether the | 
circumſtances would allow them time 
to deliberate z or whether their impulles | 
would permit them even to glance at 
reflection. Among the various claſſes 
of readers, very few examine incidents 
with judgment; and moſt who have 
abilities for this, are oftentimes very 


argue (whether well or il] the reader 
will judge) on Neadarne's conduct. 
Now, whether it be affirmed, that ſhe 
ſcreamed too ſoon or too late, i it is very 
certain ſhe did ſcream; and that many 
ladies, on a like occaſion, only threaten 
their lovers, or cry out much later than 
our princeſs did. 

Neadarne was not yet well recovered 


of the prince had thrown her, when he 
came to inform her, that he was juſt 
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declared his choice, Divine princeſs! 
ſaid he in the utmoſt tranſport, you are 
going to he mine, My paſſion is too 
violent to ſubject itſelf to laws, which 
too fearful a prudence (now altogether 
unſeaſonable) had made me conſider as 
neceſſary, The reſt of the princeſſes, 
who were pleaſed to lay claim to my 
heart, will leave the kingdom this very 
day. I was determined to ſhorten the 
cruel pangs of this week (which other- 
wiſe would have appeared an age to me) 
by declaring my reſolution the very 
firſt day of it. My eyes will no lon- 
ger be tortured with objects, which the 
ſight of your numberleſs beauties have 
rendered odious. All things now con- 
ſpire to my felicity, and nothing will 
ever be able to remove it, ſince you 
yourſelf conſent to make me happy. 
Tanzai, ſays ſhe, why do you ſpeak of 
your happineſs? Do you forget that 
mine is wholly wrapt up in yours? The 
king, who entered that moment into 
Neadarne's apartment, interrupted their 
. diſcourſe, He came to inform the 
princeſs, how greatly he was fatisfied 
with the choice his ſon had made. They 
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debated about the day on which the 
nuptials were to be ſolemnized, and 
fixed it to the beginning of the next 
week. 

The Prince would have been better 
pleaſed had the nuptial day been nearer; 
but the noble pair were to be married 
with ſo much magnificence, that the 
king was obliged to delay it fo long, 
to give time for making the neceſſary | 
Preparations, Theſe things being con- 
cluded, proclamation was made that 
Tanzai reſolved to marry Neadarne, | 
daughter to the mighty King of Coca- 
puchullm. This marriage pleaſed the 
whole nation, and ſo much the more, 


his dominions very contiguous to thoſe 
of Chechianea; not to mention that as 
Neadarne was ſole heir to it, they |! 
would both, after the death of that 
Prince, be united under Tanzai, whoſe | 
power would, by that acquiſition, be | 
vaſtly formidable. The higheſt ap⸗ 
plauſes were beſtowed on the Prince; 
and the public aſcribed to his profound | 
politics, what was the mere effect of 


chance and love. Bur whilſt the people 


were 
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rere overjoyed at this alliance, it was 
far otherwiſe with the diſcarded prin- 
eſſes. They felt inexpreſſible tortures; 
and not one of them but was troubled 
for a week together with a ſwimming 
in her head, and appeared with dejected 
eyes. Some writers of that age. have 
not ſcrupled to aſſert (which by the way 
is not over probable) that the grief of 
thoſe princeſſes, and their love for Tan- 
zal were ſo extreme, that there was not 
one among them but propoled, (but 
very privately) to ſhare with Neadarne: 
However, the prince was ſo paſſion- 
ately fond of the latter, that we cannot 
ſuppoſe he would have liſtened to thoſe 
offers; poſſibly too, the whole may be 
falſe: but an undoubted circumſtance 
is, that he was not ſo much affected 
Vith their ſorrows as to change his reſo- 
luution. In the midſt of this profuſion 
of joys, Tanzai was ſeized with gloomy 
reflections, with regard to the menaces 
of Barbacela. He called to mind that, 
without adviſing with her, he had not 
only fixed his choice, but even pro- 
claimed it to the whole world, without 
once giving her the leaſt notice of it. 
0.3 He 


* 
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Tle was afraid ſhe would puniſh him 
(by withdrawing her protection) for the 
little regard he had ſhewn her. Tanzai 
was revolving theſe thoughts, when 
word was brought that the fairy was 
come. Tho? this meſſage confuſed him, 
he nevertheleſs waited upon her in his 
majeſty's apartment. I don't, fays Bar- 
bacela, reproach you for your choice, 
for I am extremely well pleaſed with it; 
but I could wiſh you would proceed no 
further, and ſuſpend your nuptials with 
Neadarne till fuch time as you may 
poſſeſs her without hazard. The fates 
do not threaten you with any ſiniſter 
accidents, unleſs you marry before you 
are twenty years complete; and you 
might —— I know, celeſtial being, 
interrupted Tanzai, the advice your 
wiſdom and tenderneſs for me will now 
ſuggeſt; but I cannot poſſibly ſtay any 
longer? And if I do not ſoon poſſeſs 
EF Neadarne, I ſhall die. What woes 
ſoever fate may have in ſtore for me, 
they all will be infinitely more ſup- 
B. than the ſhorteſt delay. Be- 
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| des, I cannot conceive why the fates 4 
© ſhould reſtrain me from marrying be- if 
| fore ; 
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Wore my twentieth year; and I can ne- 
er perſuade myſelf, that an affair, of 
ſo very little conſequence to thoſe be- 
ings, ſhould prompt them to torture 
me. Son, anſwered the fairy, my 
knowledge may extend ſo far as to 
; WT foretell the orders of the fates ; but, as 
for the cauſe, it is (with regard to me) 
for ever caſt in ſhades. However, you 
muſt always ſuppoſe that they have their 
reaſons, and theſe you ought to obey, 
{ without enquiring into them: This I 
| expected you would have done, tho? I 
could hardly raile my hopes fo far. 
Your calamities will therefore be but too 
real. Yet ſtil! there is a way, notwith- 
ſtanding your marriage, to guard againſt 

them. It is this: | 
Saying theſe words, the fairy drew 
from under her gown a golden Skimmer 
three foot long, the handle of which 
(a round one) was three inches diameter. 
This handle was bored; and the hole 
was juſt large enough for a chain, made 
ol precious ſtones, to pals thro? it, — 
What fine curioſity is that? ſays the 
prince, ——— Ir is a preſent, replied 
the fairy, my friendſhip. has reſer ved 
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for you; and I will now inform you 
what uſe you are to make of it. 

The day of your nuptials, you will 
meet, at a little diſtance from the tem- 
ple, with a little old woman. Seize 


her; and tho? ſhe ſtruggle ever ſo hard, 


and uſe ever ſo mgny entreaties, cram 
the handle of this Skimmer, without 
the leaſt pity or remorſe, into her mouth. 

But, #therial highneſs, ſays the 
prince, where ſhall I ind a mouth to 
fit that Skimmer? You are not to trou- 


ble yourſelf abour that, replied the 
' fairy : nor do I myſelf tell you, that 


the old woman won't let you cram it 
in. But this is not all. The inſtant 
you have drawn the handle out of this 
venerable dame's mouth, you mult fly 
with it to the high prieſt, and make the 
fame experiment upon him. — The 
high-prieſt! cried the king; he ſurely 


will never ſuffer Tanzai to do that: 


How! ſwallow the handle of a Skim- 


mer! —— I can't ſay, ſays the prince, 


what he will do; but this I know, that 
were I in his place, no power in the 


univerſe ſhould cram me in that man- 


ner. This, however, continued the 
fairy, 
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fairy, muſt be attempted, not by force, 
but by perſuaſion, and all the ſoothing 
arts you can think of, — Perſuaſion, 
however, continued Tanzai, would 
probably ſucceed better than any other 
method you hint at. But ſuppoſe he 
ſhould conſent, of what ſervice will 
that be to me? It will divert, replied 
the fairy, the evils u ith which you are 
threatned. —— But ſuppoſe he ſhould 
not conſent to open his mouth? con- 
tinued Tanzai. In that caſe, replied. 
the fairy, your marriage will not be 
ſolemnized ; or otherwiſe you mult. 
ſubmit to the moſt fatal accidents that 
may befall you. — Oh! if that be the 
caſe, anſwered he, the high - prieſt muſt 
and ſhall ſwallow the Skimmer. L 
have already told you, ſays Barbacela, 
that you are not to uſe force. But pray 
tell me, cries Tanzai, do you think 
that a man, to whom ſo whimſical a 
propoſal ſhould be made, would be fo 
b filly as to acquieſce with it? This han- 
1 dle is of ſo monſtrous a ſize, that no 
| mouth, tho? ever ſo wide, will be capa- 
cious enough to take it in. But, added 
he, tho” I am forbid to uſe forcible me- 
| „ thods, 


4 digiouſly at the Skimmer, and the lat- 


| ＋ 


can extricate you from all your trou- 
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thods, may I not employ artifice? — 
You may, anſwered the fairy ; but re- 
member exactly all I recommend to 
you : keep the affair very ſecret ; tye 
the Skimmer to your button-hole, and 
be aſſured, that this inſtrument only 


bles. — If the fates, ſays the 
prince, have uncommon evils for me 
in ſtore, it muſt be confeſſed, that 
they preſcribe very ſingular remedies 


for them. Remember once again, ſays 


the fairy, if ever you ſhould be plunged 


in difficulties, never to invoke my aid, 


and that it will not be in my power to 
help you. The fairy, after ſay ing theſe 
words, diſappeared, and left Cephaes 
and Tanzai, the former ſurprized pro- 


ter reſolutely determined to make uſe 
of it let what would be the conſequence. 
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Rouss A BLAFFARDA's Diſdain. 
he Grounds. for it. The Conſola- 
tion that is promiſed her, and by 


whom. 


HE news of Tanzai's marriage 

; was received by the princeſſes in 
public with diſdain, in private 

with grief. Had this unexpected turn: 
mortified nothing but their vanity, that 
alone would have been torture ſufficient ;; 
but as there was love in the caſe, it was 
inſupportable, and had left ſuch tu- 
mults in their hearts, as diſdain. could 
not huſh, The ſweetly engaging prince 
of Chechianea preſented himſelf every 
moment to their imaginations in the 
utmoſt pride of beauty: one read over 
again a copy of verſes he had compoſed 
in her praiſe; the other called to mind. 
a converſation, which, tho' courtly in 
every reſpect, was yet enlivened with 
ſome little glimerings of good ſenſe. 
One called to mind a ſigh, and then a 

C 6 kind: 
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kind glance; the other, tho* ſhe had 
nothing to remember, did nevertheleſs 
recollect ſomething. Each of them 
thought ſhe had been preferred, and all 
were vexed to the ſoul, as well for 
having loſt ſo enchanting a huſband as 
Tanzai, as for another affront ſtill more 
recent, and which doubtleſs affected 
them the more, ſince they did not dare 
to complain of it. 

Among thoſe who diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by their rage, was the 
haughty Rouſſa Blaffarda, queen of the 
ifland of Metiffao; ſhe boaſted the 
fineſt graces, and was the proudeſt of 
all the contending princeſſes. W hat- 


ever ſhe wanted in charms, ſhe made 


up in preſumption. An air of diſdain, 
when darted from every part of her 
face, deadened all the beauties of it. 
She fancied herſelf a wit, and tho? ſhe 
had a competent ſhare of it, it was yet 
ſo harſh, ſo devoid of graces, that every 
one who heard her ſpeak was ſhocked 
at the ſtiffneſs of her expreſſions, and 
the meanneſs of her thoughts. Her 
ſhape was as diſagreeable as her under- 
ſtanding; her very geſture —_— 
| an 
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and each look was a grimace, Her 
complexion, indeed, was lilly-white, 
but this was eclipſed by the colour of 
her hair, which was far from pleaſing 
univerſally z and, indeed, ſhe had an 
extreme contempt for Brunettes, and 
looked upon a fair complexion as flat 
and inſipid. To finiſh her picture, ſhe 
was cruel, vindictive, wicked and per- 
fidious. With all theſe imperfections, 
if hiſtory may be credited, ſhe yet flat- 
tered herſelf that Tanzai loved her. It 
was never well known what foundation 
ſhe had for this, but it is probable that 
her vanity, rather than any fondneſs in 
the prince, had inſpired her with that 
notion; but ſhe had cheriſhed it ſo long, 
that ſhe conſidered his paſſion for Nea- 
darne, as an infidelity with reſpect to 
her's. That which vexed her moſt, 
was, her having rely'd ſo much upon 
her own charms, as to reject the advice 
and aſliſtance of an old fairy who at- 
tended her to Chechian, and had pro- 
miſed to incline Tanzai in her favour, 
But now, the ambitious princeſs having 
loſt. all hopes, was forced to have re- 
eourſe to that ærial intelligence, You 
hear, 
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- hear, ſays ſhe to her, ſhuddering with 
rage, you hear the joyful cries and ac- 
clamations of the people, and ſtill I am 
unrevenged ; and falſe Tanzai, and my 
odious rival are in the midſt of tri- 
umph; no doubt but my ſorrows 
heighten the pleaſures they taſte, Alas! 
can you look calmly on feſtivities which 
reflect diſhonour to us both? Is not any 
affront I receive, the ſame as if it were 
put upon yourſelf? Have not our inte- 
reſts been for ever inſeperable? I am 
inſulted! what do I ſay ? Iam wounded 
in the moſt tender part; ſtill my eyes 
have not ſcen the blood of the wretch 
who betrays me ſtream from him! My 
rival does not yet ſuffer all the tortures 
which can be inflicted on a mortal! All 
nature is not yet in arms to revenge my 
cauſe! You! whoſe bare word is able 


j to confound all the element; you! 


whom I have ſeen, for leſs crimes, ready 
to reduce the univerſe to its. original 
chaos: Speak, What is it that reſtrains 
your tongue? Is this formidable power 
which ſhakes the univerſe, unactive for 
me only? The ingrate was incapable 
EF of loving me, and he ſtill is numbered 
IF among, 
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among the living! Alas! my parent, I 
no longer am dear to you; had you 
breathed the ſame rage I do, my ſor- 
rows muſt have moved you. Then the 
falſe wretch, my rival, the people I ſo 
much abhor, would all be vainly fought 
for in the univerſe. Alas! my parent, 
do you forſake me? 

How unjuſt, daughter, replied the 
fairy, are your afflictions! Can you 
imagine, that had it been in my power, 
I would not have revenged your injuries 
even beyond the utmoſt bounds of your 
wiſhes ; but a ſuperior power will not 
ſuffer me to ſtrike at the life of the faith- 
leſs Tanzai. Barbacela, whoſe nod 
makes the univerſe wemble, and whom, 
even I am forced to obey, protects this 
odious couple whom your rage would 
deſtroy ; inviſible in their preſence, ſhe 
would ſhield them from all my blows, 
and I myſelf ſhould fall a victim to her 
vengeance. However, tho* I cannot 
ſtrike at their lives, I yet am able to 
embitter the ſweets they enjoy, and will 
rob them of their felicity, ſince it is fo 
ſhocking to you. I indeed could have 
ordered things in. ſuch a manner, ; to 

ve 
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have made Tanzai prefer you to your 
rival, in caſe you had deſired it ; but as 
that is too late, reſt aſſured that he ſhall 
ſuffer for the torments you feel ; and, 
fince I cannot make you happy, I am 
determined they both hall be as 


wretched as yourſelf, As the fatal day 


of their nuptials is approaching, you 
ſhall ſoon know the kind of puniſh- 
ment which will be inflicted on them. 
Rouſſa, fluſhed with the proteſtations 
which the fairy made to revenge her in- 
ſult, felt leſs tortures in her cruel bo- 
fom; and now, firmly reſolved to diſ- 
ſemble her reſentments, ſhe waited im- 
patiently for the day, which no longer 
appeared ſo horrid to her imagination, 
becauſe ſhe then hoped to diſplay her 
vengeance in the moſt ſignal manner. 
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; CA Ar. VI. 
The Nuptial Day. NEADARNE'S 
| Toilet. 


H E day was at laſt come, the 
day on which ſports and plea- 
ſiures were to triumph; the moſt 
ſhining Aurora had proclaimed its arri- 
val, and a ſerene, unclouded ſky ſeemed 
to tell the Chechianeans, that the divi- 
nity, who preſided over them, was ſtu- 
dious to heighten che joys of their ſove- 
reign. The hallowed ape, to whom 
the country owed its moſt auguſt pro- 
tection, had turned threw topſy-turvy 
on his pedeſtal ; he indeed had begun 
the whirl with his left leg, but the ſpec- 
tators, far from being concerned at this 
prognoſtic, (tho* of ſo baleful a kind) 
imagined, that as the chief ape had been 
ever indulgent to their prince, he had 
capered in ſo inauſpicious a manner, 
merely thro? inadvertency. The moſt 
ſuperſtitious prieſts, who aſſiſted at this 
ceremony, were allo of the fame opi- 
nion, 
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nion, which indeed was not ill ground- 
ed ; for the ſplendor of the ſun was not 
obſcured by the leaſt vapour ; tho? it 
was the ſeaſon for ſtorms, the voice of 
thunder had not been once heard; the 
month in which theſe nuptials were to 
be ſolemnized, was the moſt fortunate 
in the whole year, and the lover was 
perfectly recovered. from his rheumatic 
pains, which cure, according to an old 
prediction, would never be effected, but 


{ When the prince, his ſon, was to join 


propitioully in marriage. 
_ Already the great dulcimers enchanted 
the cars of the populace with their har- 
mony, the ſtreers ſtrewed with fragrant 
leaves, and variegated flowers, the inha- 
bitants dreſſed in their richeſt habits, 
and the militia- under arms, began to 
give the fpectators a pompous idea of 
the enſuing feſtivities; the temple ec- 
choed with the folemn prayers which 
the. prieſts offered up in favour of their 
ſovereign, All things were at laſt 
ready, when Tanzai, tranſported with 
love and joy, went and awaked: the 
princeſs. She waited his coming in bed. 
The moment ſhe ſaw him arrive, a 


bluſh 
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bluſh of modefty over - ſpread her 
cheeks ; ſhe would have made him a 
compliment, but Cupid making the 
ſounds expire on her ruby lips, ſhe 
could only cry, Oh prince ! my deareft 
prince! Tanzai, in equal confuſion, 
was unable to breathe the leaſt anſwer. 
It was a cuſtom in Chechianea, for the 
princes only to dreſs their brides on their 
hymeneal days; but at the ſame time 
they were ſtrictly forbid by a decree of 
the chief ape, to give a looſe to thoſe 
wiſhes, when the ſight of the charms 
they ſhould diſcover might infpire. As 
the princeſs had been told the cuſtom of 
the country, ſhe was not under any ap- 
prehenfions when all her female atten- 
dants Jett the chamber. 

Tanzai, no ſooner found himfelf a- 
lone with Neadarne, but he took ad- 
vantage, ſpite of her great modeſty, 
of the princely cuſtom. It was with 
difficulty he perſuaded this beauty, 
whom he adored, to leave her bed. She 
diſputed a long time, and, like a per- 
fon of high birth, the prince's fond 
claim. However, notwithſtanding the Þ} 

prodigious care Neadarne took to e 
cea 
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ceal from the eyes of her prying lover 
a blaze of charms, which ſhe muſt ſuf- 


f 23 


fer him to rifle that night, ſhe yet could 
not prevent his diſcovering her in that 
diſorder, in which every perſon muſt 
neceſſarily be who turns often in bed. 
What an object was this for Tanzai, 
and how ſtrangely would he have in- 
fringed the injunction of the ape, had 
not the pious Neadarne checked his 
Wild tranſports! Perſons who have been 
in love aſſure us, that it is a much greater 
puniſhment for a man who 1s fond to 
exceſs, to obtain a fight of beauties 


which he is not permitted to enjoy, than 


to be quite debarred the enchanting 
proſpect. If this be true, the prince 
was in a moſt terrible ſituation, Nea- 
darne, who called to mind the incon- 
veniencies which the dropping, off her 
garter had like to have occaſioned, op- 
poled the princely cuſtom with all her 
might; and no ſooner perceived that 
the eyes of Tanzai were roving after 
ſomething elſe than her's, but ſhe in- 


ſtantly covered what too ſtudious a care 


to veil. her whole perſon, had left ex- 
poſed to view. It would be injurious 
; to 
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to the princeſs, ſhould it be ſurmiſed 
that her conduct, in this laſt circum- 
ſtance, was mere artifice. Poſſibly in 
that age, the amorous part of the fair 
were not ſo well ſkilled as at this time, 
in the art of exciting fond wiſhes with- 
out a deſign of gratifying them. Per- 
haps, women have been obliged, thro? 
neceſſity, to have recourſe to this expe- 


dient; and lovers of former days 


might not ſtand in need of certain prac- 
' tices, which often fail the ladies of the 
preſent age: Be that as it will, it is 
proved that Neadarne was ſo beloved 
by the prince, that ſhe had no occaſion 
to employ theſe coquettiſh artifices. 
Tanzai groaned dreadfully when the 
cruel modeſty of Neadarne bereaved 
him at once of ſo ſweet a ſucceſſion of 
delights. Barbarous creature! ſays he, 
Alas! prince, ſays ſhe, the ape! 
Were I dear to you, replied he, 
would you not have baniſhed him for 
ever from your remembrance. Did I 
not love you, ſays ſhe, with the utmoſt 
exceſs of paſſion, his menaces would 
not haunt my imagination every mo- 
ment of my life. 


Tanzai, 
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Tanzai, venting a deep ſigh, intreated 


her to bathe, which occaſioned a conteſt 
with reſpect to the ceremony that ſhould 


be obſerved ; but at. laſt the obſtinacy 


of the prince was forced to yield to Ne- 
adarne's virtue. He argued for ſome 
time about a bathing veſt, which, for a 
long time he did not think of any uſe ; 
but being afterwards convinced that it 
abſolutely was ſo, he reſolved to help 
her on with it. This the princeſs con- 
ſented to, firmly perſuaded there would 


be no indecency in indulging him ſo 
mall a favour; and indeed a woman 


has no occaſion to be under any ap- 
prehenſions when it is a lover Who is 


employed in ſuch an office. Neadarne 


imagined that this. was all would be re- 
queſted of her; but when the prince 
had brought the bathing veſt, another 
conteſt aroſe; he wanted — What 
did he not want? — things that ſhock- 
ed the princeſs's modeſty, and which 
ſhe certainly never would have con- 
ſented to, had ſhe had time to diſpute 
with him. He therefore now enjoyed, 
at full liberty, the ſight of her moſt re- 
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0 reſtrain himſelf entirely, or give an 
- unbounded looſe to his tranſports, he 
ontented himſelf with beſtow ing un- 
numbered kiſſes, which love never im- 
prints with greater fury, than when it is 
forbid to proceed farther, * He after- 
wards went to lay her in the bath, but 
very ſoberly, his eyes not being ſatisfied 
with drinking in her flow of beauties, 
nor his arms with ſupporting ſo deli- 
cious a burthen. Scarce was ſhe yet in, 
but Tanzai was exaſperated at the en- 
circling element, which, tho? clear as 
cryſtal, he yer thought not limpid e- 
nough. It would be impoſſible to relate 
the ſeveral propoſals he made her, or 
her various digreſſions; in a word, no 
lady was ever more ruffled on ſuch an 
occaſion. And now Neadarne roſe from 
the ſtream, poorly bathed, but through- 
ly convinced that Tanzai loved her to 
diſtraction. At laſt the prince, after 
infinite pains, arrayed her in ſuch man- 
ner, that ſhe ventured to appear in pub- 
lic, Her head-dreſs had never been 
2 ſo careleſly as that day, but love 
imſelf had aſſiſted on this occaſion, 
ahd it is well known, chat when he at- 
| | tends 
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tremely awkward. 


5 Tanzai. The king rode in the ſame 
Chariot with them. The prince was 


* * . 4 p ” 


tends at a toilet, he is never very ſtudi- 
ous about regularity; or elſe he is not 
deeply ſmitten, when he is net ex- 
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Ses wel of the Bridal Day. Tryal | 


95 the Shimmer. The Anger of | — 

| SAUGRENUTI0; and his Refuſal. i , 

HE ſound of the trumpets of . 
Clorians, gave notice to the peo- | 

ple, that their ſovereigns were , 

coming forth. At laſt Neadarne re- 

vealed herſelf, being conducted by the 


prince. The gay "circumſtances that 
ſo lately paſſed at her toilet, had called 
up a bluſh in her cheeks which height- 
ned her beauty, and the ſoft wiſhes of 


dreſſed that day in a moſt magnificent 
habit, and his ſplendid Skimmer now 
thrown over him like a ſhoulder-belt, 


.. faſtened at top by a chain of jewels and 


diamond claſp, was a noble ornament 
to his perſon, Nea- 
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Neadarné, as well as any one elle, 
had always been very much ſurprized at 
the particular fondneſs he ſeemed to have 
for that inſtrument; and as no one 
knew its properties, all had imputed it 
to the whims that princes ſometimes 
have, which, as they don't think proper 
to account for them, ſo no one dares to 
aſk any queſtions, All the courtiers in 
general thought the Skimmer made a 
very ridiculous figure, and yet there 
was not any of them but would have 
been proud to wear one. Neadarne, 
being at laſt determined to pierce into 
a myſtery which had long urged her 
curioſity, imagined this was the moſt 
favourable moment ſhe could make 
choice of to gratify it. Spring of my 
Joy! ſays ſhe to the prince, with an air 
of the utmoſt fondneſs, will you never 
inform me of the uſe of this Skimmer? 
Princeſs, ſays he, very gravely, this 
inſtrument is to pronounce our fate, and 
will make us either happy or miſerable. 
How! ſays ſhe, that Skimmer! What 
relation can it bear to us? You ſhall 
know preſently, fays he, and you, per- 
haps, may ſee things of a moſt extra- 
zoe D ordinary 
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ordinary nature. They had no ſooner 
ſpoke theſe words, — they arrived a: 
the temple, when the high prieſt, at the 
head of his brethren, was waiting forM 
them, This man, whoſe character it i; 
abſolutely neceſſary to make known, 
being leſs ſtudious of the worſhip off 
che gods, than of his private / intereſt, 
had raiſed himſelf to this exalted dig- 
nity, merely by intrigue and artifice. | 
Greatly - feared, tho* eſteemed by few; 
he often employed a power, which reli- 
Sion rendered abſolute, to oppoſe the 
will of even majeſty itſelf. He was 
voung, but very agreeable in his perſon, 
a circumſtance that perhaps had done 
him more ſervice at court than all his 
Cabals. A miſerable divine, but a de- 
light of the fair; careleſs of his ſacer- 
dotal function, and devoting all bis 
hours to cheir ſervice. A rumour pre- 
vailed, that he had glided from a lady's 
chamber to the pontificate of Chechian. 
Cutious to the moſt exceſſive nicety in 
his dreſs, affected in is. enpreſſions, ſtiff 
in His behgv tour „ſumptudus in his equi N 
Page, delicate in his luxuty; a ſport of 
ever paſſian, an artful couttier, an im- 
au % C1 pious 
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ious prelate, a delightful ballad-maker, 
— a pleaſant ſtory- teller; he found 
an hundred ſmart epigrams, but as for 
the homilies, thoſe he left to his ſecre- 
Wtary. He was a vain creature, very 
ſparkiſh, and particularly proud of his 
cherry lips, and his white teeth. Such 
vas the illuſtrious perſonage who Waited 
for the king. | 
- The. inſtant Tanzai was alighted, 1 
Jookdd about for the old woman, whom 
Barbacela had ſpoken to him of. At 
laſt he ſpied her, crouching behind the 
guards, in order to eſcape his ſearch, 
upon which he immediately ran up to 
her; but how greatly was he ſurprized 
that inſtant when he knew her to be 
Rouſſa's nurſe! However, he held her 
faſt, but thinking it neceſſary to ſoften 
by a complinſent the violence he was 
going to commit, it 1s with the greateſt 
x regret, ſays he, that I am abſolutely 
conſtrained 40 execute on your perſon, 
the orders I have received. Pray, good 
mother, I ſhould take it as a prodi- 
gious favour, if you would ſubmit pa- 
tiently to what I am going to require 
you. What's to be done! 
0 D 2 ſays 
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ſee the handle of this Skimmer, I a: 


Down thine! barbarous wretch! ſays 
ſhe. — None of your inſults, replied 


to ſybmit to the prince's will. Not- 


ſhe was in, he prepared to ma 
undergo this new kind of puniſhment. 


half of the ſpectators burſt out a laugh- 
ing, whilſt the reſt pitied the mumbling 


ſays the dame. A mere trifle 
replied the prince, in the main; yo 


only to cram it down your throat 


Tanzai, with dignity z you mult ; and 
ſince you make ſo ill a return to my 
civilities — you ſhall. Here! lay hold 
of that old woman, ſays he. The 
guards then ſeizing her, ſhe was forced 


withſtanding the uncommon wideneſs of 
her mouth, the handle was of ſo enor- 
mous a ſize, that the bare fight of it 
made her tremble. Tanzai went up to 
theold woman, and, ſpite of the 8 

e her 


But tho* he ſhewed the utmoſt dexterity 
in the operation; tho* the mouth he 
made it upon was of an enormous ſize, 
the narrowneſs broke the only two 
grinders the old woman had left : One 


victim, and all were utterly ignorant of 
the cauſe why the prince committed 2 
5 | ac 
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Wt of ſo much violence. The high- 
rieſt was particularly ſurprized, that 
d very indecent an action had been 


Oat Wone at the very gates of the temple. 
lays Je expreſſed his reſentment aloud, but 
liedMWyas much more offended when Tan- 
andWai, after drawing out the handle, ran 


p to him with it. Come, come, 
ſays he, make haſte old reverend, the 
whole depends on your diſpatch. — 
How! cries Saugrenutio. I ſay, con- 
tinues the prince, that your reverence 
of muſt lick this handle. | 

IF Lick this handle! fays the prieſt; 
it W not me, anſwered the pontiff ; you 
0 I ſurely could never fancy that I would 
n I comply with ſuch a propoſal. I ſurely 
Tr did, anſwered Tanzai, and relied ſo 
© much on your good-nature, that I ima- 
Y Þ gined you would not diſobey, when I 
p 

7 

) 


ſhould aſſure you that my happineſs 
depended on this ceremony : I really 
expected you would ſhew ſo much com- 
plaiſance to me; but faith and troth, 
ſir, your highneſs does not conſider. — 
(And, not to mention that my honour 
is ſo nearly concerned in the affair,) 
what man, who had but ſeen the wide 

N 3 mouth 
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mouth out of which you juſt now pul. 
led this handle, or had a mouth to loſe, 
would yield to what you require? be- 
ſides, if, notwithſtanding the horrid 
width of that old woman's mouth, ſtil] 
the handle could not be thruſt down 
without breaking her few teeth; what a 
miſerable chance ſhould I ſtand, who 
have all mine? In one word, I never 
will obey. — But you ſhall, replies the 
Prince (now highly exaſperated ) my 
happineſs depends upon it, ſays he, 
(ſhaking his dreadful Skimmer ;) and 
I' never ſuffer this filly ſqueamiſhneſs 
of yours to deſtroy it. — By all that's! 
— Cries Saugrenutto, it your high- 
neſs comes near me, I ſhall! indeed 
Hall J. | 

Tanzai, hearing this inſolence, was 
going to lay the Skimmer over his head, 
F whien Saugrenutio, (running into the 
F - midſt of the fable brethren) ſee med to 
wait for him like a ſecond Hercules, 
| The populace, who are ever ſuperſti- 
tious, were for the pontiff, whilſt the 
courtiers, who never fail to flatter, de- 
clared for the prince : all things ſeemed 

7 denounce war, when Tanzai, direct- 
| ing 
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Ing himſelf: to the populace, gave them 


moſt circumſtantiated account of the 
origin of the Skimmer; the injunction 


Barbacela had laid upon him, to exer- 


iſe it on the high prieſt; how he had 
thruſt it into the old woman's jaw; and 
the neceſſity he was under of obeying 
the command which was laid upon 
him, in order to ward off the calamity, 
with which he was menaced.' 

The prince having done ſpeaking, . 
Saugrenutio defired to be heard: he 
obſerved to them, that it was unheard 
of, that a high prieſt, a man whole 
character rendered him ſo venerable, 
ſhould ſtoop to fo flagrant an indecency: 
yet nevertheleſs, obedient to the pre- 
cepts of his function, he would have 
obeyed. without murmuring, had the 
tremendous handle been mentioned in 
any one of them; or had he read in 
any book, that a high prieſt, within 
the kingdom of Chechianea, or elſe- 
where, had licked the handle of a Skim- 
mer, eſpecially in the condition in which 
it was preſented to him: but what do 
I ſay? licked! —— Would to 
Mavens O Chechianeans! continued he, 
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that licking were all, but alas! a moſt 
barbarous attempt is deſigned. The hor: 
rid outrage, which has been committed 
on that old woman, ſhews the deplora- t 
ble loſs I myſelf ſhould ſuſtain. — 
Even the Joſs, not only of my teeth, 
but of my honour. Oons! Chechia- 
nians! the bare thoughts of it make me 
ſhiver; the prince determines that his 
happineſs is blended in that Skimmer; 
What is that to me? Muſt I deſtroy 
myſelf purely to preſerve him? No, 
no, gentlemen ; I never can, nor will, 
conſent ; and ſhould he mention it to 
me any more, I will this inſtant load 
him with the curſe of the great ape, and 
ſuſpend the nuptial ceremony. 

The fatal threat was no ſooner pro- 
nounced, but the prince turned pale, 
Neadarne burſt into tears, the king 
ſuddered, the common people were 
aſtoniſhed, and Saugrenutio's anger was 
abated. N 

Nevertheleſs, Tanzai, excited by the 
violence of his paſſion, forgot all the 
fairy's menaces; was dead to every 
thing but the poſſeſſion of his enchant- 
ing princeſs, and ſwore to the high 
| prielt, 
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prieſt, that he would never make the 
leaſt attempt to his prejudice. Saugre- 
nutio then ſet open the gates of the 
temple, on which occaſion joy and 
peace ſucceeded to grief and diſtraction. 
Neadarne, who trembled for fear, leſt 
her nuptials ſhould be ſuſpended, a- 
delighted from her chariot, when Saugre- 
is nutio, ſtill red*ning with anger, led them 
to the chief ape, in whoſe preſence 
Y IR Tanzai and Neadarne were to form the 
» I delightful knot which was to unite them 
for ever. 
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„De Particulars of CucumBeR's 
Revenge; and the Tydings the 
Prince received on his Return to 
the Palace. | 


4 HE marriage was on the point 


of celebration, when a perſon 

came to acquaint the prince that 

| the old woman he had lately treated fo 
m, deſired to be admitted into the tem- 
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ple to ſee the ceremony, as a compen- 
lation for the uſage ſhe had ſuſtained, 
and he was the more inclinable to gra- 
tify her requeſt, ſince he intended to 
make her ſome apologies for what had 
paſt. | 
5 Saugrenutio, after he had perfumed | 
the ape with ſteams of incenſe, began 
the grand anthem, and inadvertently 
opened his mouth in ſuch an enormous 
manner, that Tanzai, whoſe thoughts 
were always intent on the operation he 
was directed to perform, imagined he 
could never have a more favourable 
opportunity of gorging him with the 
Skimmer; and. would certainly have 
ſucceeded in his deſign, amidſt the en- 
thuſtaſm into which the high prieſt was 
wrapt, if, at the moment the inſtrument 
approached his lips, the old woman had 
not ſneczed ſo immoderately loud, that 
Saugrenutio ſtarted from his extaſy, 
and beheld the difagreeable office the 
rince was preparing: to render him. 
This diſcovery had almoſt. provoked 
him to break up the aſſembly ; but as 
he thought the prince would be ſuffici- 
. ently puniſhed, by keing his purpoſe 
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defeated, he reſolved to complete the 
ceremonial, | 
In this diſpoſition he pronounced the 
facred words with a loud voice, and 
without any viſible alteration in his af- 
pet, In the mean time, the old wo- 
man uttered ſome barbarous ſounds in 
a low tone, and the moment Saugre- 
nutio had concluded, ſhe ſprung lightly 
into the air, and ſpit i in the faces of the 
prince and Neadarne : Be ſure to re- 
member thy Skimmer, ſaid ſhe to Tan- 
zai, and for ever mourn the vengeance 
of the fairy Cucumber. At theſe words 
ſhe diſappeared from the view of the 
ſpectators, who. were all ſtruck with 
confuſton at this prodigy. Neadarne 
was ready to ſink down in a fainting 
fit; but the prince, who was no extra- 
ordinary adept in phyſic, maintained 
that the old crone vaniſhed from their 
fight by virtue of no ſecrets, but ſuch 
as are common; and that, as to the 
revenge the had threatened, he had no 
reaſon to be apprehenſive of its effects, 
fince none of the marks of it had as yet 
appeared on himſelf or the princes. 
Moſt of e company ſeemed con. 
D 6 vinced 
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vinced by his reaſons; but the king 
was in no little conſternation, not ſo 
much at Cucumber's menaces, as be- 
cauſe the great ape had been gnawing 
his tail, and ſcratching his left buttock 
all the time they ſtood before the altar. 
They, ar laſt, quitted the temple, 
and the prince made it his firſt care to 
ſend to Rouſſa's apartment, in order to 
be informed whether the old woman 
was returned : but he was told, that the 
moment ſhe became inviſible in the 
temple, ſhe arrived at Rouſſa's lodg- 
ings, in a Chariot drawn by two ſnails, 
that ſhot thro? the air with a ſurpriſing 
rapidity ; that the old fairy carried off 
the princeſs immediately, and that both 
of them had diſappeared the next in- 
ſtant. 8 
This unexpected ſight was very mor- 
tify ing to the king, who had flattered 
himſelf with the hopes of detaining the 
ſorcereſs, till ſhe had diſſol ved the 
charm, with which he feared ſhe had 
affected the wedded pair. He however 
ceoncealed his apprehenſions, left his 
melancholy conjectures ſhould effec- 
tually diſconcert the pleaſures of ſo au- 
guſt a feſtival, -- Tan- 
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' Tanzai's thoughts were ſo entirely 
devoted to his tender paſſion, that he 
had but little opportunity of ſharing his 
father's inquietudes. He perpetually 
& beheld his dear Neadarne with ſuch ar- 
dent tranſports, as reſult from impatient 
deſires of happineſs. The princeſs mo- 
deſt and ſilent, heard him with diſtrac- 
tion, ſeeming at the ſame time to have 

her mind employed on ſome important 
affair. What! my charming princeſs, 
ſaid he, are the ideas that cauſe you to 
appear ſo contemplative? I know not 
whether I ought to diſcloſe them to you, 
replied Neadarne : Is it poſſible, cried 
he, that my fears ſhould be juſt, and 
that you have reſigned yourſelf to my 
wiſhes with reluQtance! Ah! continued 
he, imprinting a tender kiſs on her fair 
hand, relieve me from my apprehen- 
ſions, and tell me that you will never 
ceaſe to love me. I can no longer be- 
lieve it, the moment you ceaſe to afford 
me that aſſurance: impart to me, at 
leaſt, the ſubject that at preſent employs 
your thoughts. It will be difficult for 
me to inform you of the particulars, 
ſaid ſne, and 1 am deſirous of 2 
bal 
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than I can well imagine, added ſhe, 
with a roſy bluſh, My virgin ſcruples 
would oppoſe your emotions that diſ- 
quiet them, and I could wiſh, in order 
to cloſe this conteſt, that the gods would 
condeſcend to ſhorten this day. You 
2 and I am loſt in admiration; I 
x my eyes upon you, and ſigh while I 
behold you: you affect me with unu- 
ſual impreſſions, and a gentle diſcom- 
polure ſteals my heart. The kiſs you 
impreſſed on my hand, has penetrated 
to my very ſoul; and when the vio- 
lence of your deſires cauſes you to ap- 
proach your lips to mine, my heart 
diſſolves in ſudden extaſies; a ſoft thril- 
ling ſhoots thro? all my ſenſes, and in- 
volves them in confuſion. Ah, my 
deareſt prince ! thou only joy of my 
ſoul! if there be any pleaſures that 
exceed theſe, is it poſſible to enjoy them 
without expiring? Any pleaſures that 
exceed theſe, replied the prince? Ah 
thou lovely queen of my life, cannot 
your own ſoft deſires teach you to guets 
them, and do you not even diſcover 
them in thoſe, with which you behold 
me tranſported? | | : 
Th. 3 1 
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It is not eaſy to determine in what 
manner this converfation would have 
ended, if a meſſenger had not acquaint- 
ed them, that their preſence was ex- 
# pected at the banquet, Tanzai, who 
would have been much better pleaſed 
with the hour of midnight, than the 
feaſt thas awaited him, prepared him- 
ſelf, however, to join the company, 
with ſome hopes of making the high 
prieſt a convert to his deſires. That 
prelate was obliged to pay his atten» 
dance at the feſtival ; and tho? he ima- 
gined his preſence would not be very 
acceptable at court, in the preſent con- 
juncture of his affairs, he however 
thought it now adviſcable to diſſemble 
his reſentment, with the air of a ſkilful 
politician, The prince, who reſolved 
to gain upon him, if poſlible, by gentle 
methods, met him in the hall, and aſked 
him in an ar icable manner, whether 
he was determined to render his life 
miſerable, by perſiſting in the obſtinacy 
he had diſcovered? Prince, replied Sau- 
grenutio, I can ſay no more to you than 
you have already heard me expreſs: 
and, beſides the indecency of the action 
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in itſelf, the handle of that ſame Skim- 


mer is ſo immoderately large, that it 
renders my obedience impoſſible. Are 


theſe then the effects of that zeal you 
boaſted for my ſervice? cried the prince: 
ah! thou perfidious ſubject : no uncivil 
language, fir, retorted the prieſt, for I 
can aſſure you it will not cauſe you to 
ſucceed a moment the ſooner. My re- 
ſpect for you is as profound as poſlible ; 
my attachment to your intereſt is per- 
fectly ſincere, and my intentions are 
entirely pure; but I muſt acquaint you 
at the ſame time, that I have not ſworn 
to be a victim either to the one or the 
other, and the affair of the Skimmer 
was never comprehended in my promiſe 
of obedience. You ſhall obey me not- 
withſtanding, traitor as you are! cried 
the prince inflamed with rage: I tell 
you you ſhall obey, added he, ſeizing 


him by the arm. Z—ds, fir, exclaimed 


Saugrenutio, I am reſolved not to com- 
ply with the leaſt tittle, and you ſhall 
find your violence as ineffectual as your 
intreaties. But notwithſtanding all the 
efforts of the high prieſt, the prince, 
who was young and vigorous, 3 

. infal- 
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Winfallibly have plunged the fatal handle 
into his mouth, if the king, whom the 
noiſe had cauſed to haſten thither, had 
not repreſented. to his fon, that he was 
prohibited by the fairy, from having 
© recourſe to any compulſion, and that 
he would only render hiafcif odious by 
what he now offered to the high prieſt. 
The king's arrival was very fortunate 
for Saugrenutio z for the prince then 
left him, and ſwore never to think of 
the affair any more. The prieſt, reani- 
mated by this aſſurance, placed himſelf 
at the table, and bleſſed the diſhes, and 

joy began to ſpring in every heart. 
Tanzai, who had not quitted his firſt 
deſign, and being perſuaded he ſhould 
effectually accompliſh it, if Saugrenutio 
would but drink to ſuch a degree, as to 
fall aſleep at the table, which was very 
cuſtomary with him, took particular 
care to have more wine filled out for 
him, than would have ſufficed half the 
gueſs: this precaution was however 
ineffectual, for Saugrenutio eat and 
drank, and ſunk catches, and talked, 
and ſtill continued ſober. The feaſt 
concluded at laſt, and the reſt of the 
day 
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day was employed in thoſe as * 
that uſually attend the nuptials of 
pripces. But how tedious did they all 
appear to Tanzai ? And how frequently 
did he wiſh for their concluſion ? Of 
What a ſtupid length did he think the 
comedy, tho* it was his own compo- | 

ſition ? And with how much reluctance | 
did he behold, himſelf obliged to aſſiſt 
at ſupper? Neadarne, on whom his 
eyes were continually fixed, ſhewed 
likewiſe her impatience : The king ab- 

ruptly propoſed a ball to his ſon; but 

Tanzai, whom every circumſtance cha- 
grined, took the princeſs by the hand, 
wiſhed his majeſty a good night, and 
retired into his own apartment. 


Tanzai 
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Tanzai and Neadarne. 
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n AP. IX. 
' The Nuptial Night. 


Luminous ape! parent of na- 
ture! prolific eye of the world! 

” . radiantſun! retard for ſome mo- 
ments thy beams return; and, if poſ-. 
ſible, may thy divine rays illuſtrate the? 
Joys of our prince: after this exclama- 
tion of the Chechianian author, which 
I perhaps have tranſlated improperly 
enough,. he repeats, as the reader may 
ſee in the preceding chapter, that the 
prince led off Neadarne. He diveſted 
her of her bridal habir, as the hiſtory 
informs us, with more expedition than 
he had dreſſed her in the morning. The 
5 | princeſs 
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princeſs was ſeized with a ſilent confu- 


Tanzai aſtoniſhed her beyond expreſ- 4 


1 and prevailing, prompted | 
E ; 


again beheld what he kiſſed. His rov- 


new impreſſions, that diffuſed themſelves 
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ſion, that rendered her incapable of be- 
holding him, and the tranſports of 


ſion. She had ſometimes an inclination | 
to oppoſe them, but her reſiſtance was 
defeated by her duty, and love ſtill more 


r to gentle compliances, and tri- 
umphed over her riſing bluſhes. Tan- 
Zai had at laſt laid her on the nuptial IE 
couch, and immediately placed himſelf | 
at her ſide, where his eyes, with the 
avidity of a lover, devoured the beau- 
ties that hymen had reſigned to his diſ- 
poſal, he kiſſed what he beheld, and 


ing hand wandered over a waſte of 
charms, and Neadarne ſoon perceived 
her coyneſs ſucceeded by a warmth of 


thro? all her ſoul. She breathed a gen- 
tle ſigh, and, with a ſoft ſubmiſſion to 
the pleaſing emotions of Tanzai, ſhe at 
laſt ſuffered her tranſports to expreſs 
themſelves in a tender kiſs. The moſt 
alluring accents had already ſtollen from 
their lips; the amorous ſound of their 

| ſighs 
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Jaghs had been frequently repeated in 


the chamber, and Tanzai began to ima- 


gine himſelf in the full poſſeſſion of his 


bliſs, when he ſuddenly found his deſires 
unattended with a ſuitable power. In 


vain did he claſp the princeſs in his 
arms, amidſt his aſtoniſhment at an ac- 
cident fo little expected. In vain did 
he endeavour to procure a remedy for 


his misfortune, trom the moſt tender 
careſſes. Every circumſtance contri- 
buted to irritate his deſires, but there 


was nothing that could enable him to 


give the princeſs any experience of their 


g energy. Surpriſed and confounded at 


the condition to which he perceived 
himſelf reduced, he diſengaged himſelf 
from the arms of the beauteous Nea- 
darne, in a perſuaſion that his incompe- 
tency would ſoon be diſſipated, and that 
even ſhe would favour him with her 
gentle endeavours to remove it. 

But how infinite was his aſtoniſhment, 
when, at the very inſtant he implored 
the aid of a hand ſo precious, he be- 
came ſenſible that he Kould employ it 


to no effect? He no more beheld any 
object on which the princeſs com 
7 ow 
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prieſt! What means this ſudden deſpair, iſ 3 


be not founded on the moſt cruel of all 
Accidents, 


; ts at the condition in which ſhe be- 
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ſtoyy her bounties ; he ſoon 3 tel 
conſequence of its loſs, and the mom 
2 it appeared, the leſs retrievablel 1 
1 Hi it would prove. O ape! O 
el cryed he, O my 6 4 

. or ever deteſtable! O abowinable i 


Tad the princeſs? from what cauſe is it 
occaſioned ; and am not I permitted to 
ſhare, it? Alas! replied Tanzai, your 7 
part in it will prove but too confider- 
able, and I ſhould be happy; indeed, if 
it only related to myſelf. You conceal 
it from me too long, ſaid ſne. Behold 
it then with your own eyes, rejoin'd 
the; prince, and judge if my complaints 


The princeſs, at theſe words, began 
to conſider him with attention, and tho 
ſhe declared herſelf perfectly unacquaint- 
ed with the manner in which he ought 
to ap ar, ſhe was yet exceedingly. fur- 


eld him. O my prince, ſaid ſhe, 
claſ Alias with him a tender embrace. 
ceaſe thoſe careſſes, cried he, that 


ay redouble my calamity z or rather, 
con- 


— - 7 
rr ws 


* © 


— e — bode hoes: 2 oh 


— 


ODS 


n 


n Colas 
1 I's L 


TANZ AL and NEADARNE. 71 
ontinued he, folding her in his arms, 
ender me your gentle aid, ſince you 
lone can reinſtate me in my primitive 
orm! If I cannot regain it by your 


ans, I am for ever undone! When 
hadfiniſhed theſe words, he replaced 


Mer on the bridal couch, and, as he 
found his deſires ſtill raging with the 
Blame violence, he was unable to com- 
Fprehend why they did not reſtore him 
any part of what he loſt. Amidſt 


ſe agitations, he diſcovered ſuch 


Echarms as made him ſigh with rage; 


Irill oppreſt with rage and fatigue, he 
thought it adviſeable to place himſelf 
quietly at her ſide, as much embarraſſed 
in his thoughts of what would be the 
event, as he was with what had actually 
| pn e 
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-The Segnel of the Nuptial Night; 
Wi 205 the Adventure that accruclf 
to TANZ Al from the Shimmer. | 


I LL you never, faid Nea-W 
_ darne, acquaint me with thei 
cauſe of what I now behold? 
Will you not impart to me the particu- 
lars of that change which you regret 
with ſo much anxiety ? Let me conjure 
vou, by your dear ſelf, to ſatisfy my 
impatient curioſity! You ſhall be obey. 
ed, madam, - replied Tanzai. You al. 
Ai me with an addition to my misfor- 
tunes without deſigning it, and they are 
rendered ſtill more inſupportable by 
my fatal neceſſity of ſharing them with 
you; you whom I adore; you who are 
the object of my ſofteſt vows; you, 


: happier lot than I experience at pre- 
ent. 

| Has this calamity never happened to 
any but you then? replied the den, 
Ochers, 


a 
from whoſe charms I promiſed myſelf I | 
( 
| 
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chers, beſides myſelf, ſaid he, have 
een ſenſible of a languor on the like 
Wccaſion, that has been deſtructive to 
Weir joys; but this annihilation, which 
Wſually reſults from an excels of love, 
but of a ſhort continuance, and is at 
Weaft capable of ſome relief. Love it- 
elf can repair that tranſient defect; 
Put your compaſſion, in my caſe, is 
Wltogetner unavailing. Your tender- 
els and mine, with every other cir- 
cumſtance, will be rendered ineffectual. 
Let me inform you of the particulars 
of my misfortune. „ 

He then briefly acquainted her with 
the menaces of Barbacela; the preſent 
ſhe made of the Skimmer ; the func- 
tions in which he had been directed to 
employ it; with his reſentment againſt 
daugrenutio, whom he charged with 
the event of that night. | 

I never imagined, continued he, that 
a day ſo glorious to me as the laſt, 
ſhould be the harbinger of my misfor- 
tunes, and have ſuch a fatal cloſe, That 
day, which 1 believed would be the 
happieſt portion of my life, has covered 
me with more confuſion than I ever 


E ex- 
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experienced till then, I may venture 
to declare, without boaſting, (tho' per-. 
haps he boaſted a little) that of all man- 
Kind, I am the perſon who had the leaſt Wh 
cauſe to he apprehenſive of the accident lhe 
J have now ed Barbacela had 
accommodated. me in ſo ſurprizing a Wh 
manner, as makes me aſtoniſhed that Wc 
her preſent, which became dear to me, 
by your intended 'participation of its 
effects, ſhould diſappear on a ſudden, 
without my knowing any thing of the 
matter. . 

At the cloſe of theſe words, his tears 
began to flow anew, Ah my dear 
prince ! ſaid Neadarne, embracing him, 

do you imagine then that juch an acci- 
dent as this, can diminiſh my affection 
for you? Believe me, I ſhould thank 
heaven for this event, could you only 
ſupport it with moderation, When 
your deſires had been fully gratiffed, 
you might poſſibly have loved me no 
longer; but fate has now preſented me 
with an expedient for preſerving your 
heart entirely to myſelf, I confeſs it 
would have been more agreeable to me 
to have ſatisfied your paſſion, but isl 
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not have hazarded the extinction of it 
y that indulgence; and gan be, 
4 ore delightful to me, thai g ee you | 
Pre me without changing? Wat can 
e a more engaging ſatisfaction to a 
Peart inſpired. with delicacy e And. of 
hat e z are the pleaſures y you 
V much regret, when they ceaſe to be 
Pplended with love? No, my deareſt. 
Prince, there is not one of them that 
Fan ever claim the leaſt competition 
ich the joys that affect me, when I de- 
klare I love you, Beſides, what is it 
that we have now loſt? Thaſe tender 
Fu you have created in my foul, 
- Band which I till experience in your 
charming preſence, have no dependance 
Jon what you no longer poſſets. Shall 
IL not enjoy the perpetual pleaſure of 
embracing you, and will you not return 
me the profuſion of my careſſes, and 
be conſtantly enhancing the loſs you 
have ſuſtained ? Ah Neadarne, cried the 
| afflicted prince, how different would be 
the language you now utter, had you 
the leaſt idea of that benefit, whoſe 
loſs I now deplore! Be it ſo, replied 
ſhe; I am lenſible you have reaſon to 
ö be 


/ 


- doubtleſs her reaſons for preſenting you 
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be aMicted; but our union will not be!! 
diſconcerted by this misfortune, : 

1 believe the ſame, ſaid he, but do 
you imagine it would have loſt any of Wl 
its vivacity, had I continued in my for- 
mer ſtate? My dear prince, replied | 
Neadarne, the gods have inſpired me 
with a ſalutary thought amidſt the per- 
plexity that attends us. The fairy had 


with the Skimmer, ſince a gift of that 
nature would have been ridiculous, were 
it not attended with ſome peculiar vir- 

tue. The accident you have now ex- 
perienced, reſults from Cucumber's in- 
ternal rage; and I am perſuaded the 
enchantment will be diſſolved by a pro- 
per application of the Skimmer. 

May the gods reward you for your 
admirable counſel! cried the prince. 
How happy are you to retain ſuch a 
_ Preſence of mind amidft fo great a 
calamity! He immediately ſprung to 
the Skimmer, and while he rubbed it 
with ail his ſtrength, when he thought 
it would be moſt availing, he aſked the 

rinceſs if any thing was preſented to 
be view? And the moment ſhe an- 
ſwered 


* 
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Wſwered in the negative, the prince in” 
Wrending to repeat the operation, found 
the Skimmer immoveable, and incor- 
porated with his ſkin in ſuch a manner, 
as made it impoſſible for him to diſen- 
gage it by all the efforts he could uſe. 

He was therefore obliged to leave it 
- 7 where it was fixed, after he had ſuffered 
incredible torments; and he was not a 
little perplexed to know how to pro- 
ceed, ſhould it continue in that ſituation. 
Day, at laſt, began to make its appear- 
ance, and Neadarne being extremely 
fatigued, ſunk into a calm lumber after 
ſhe had exhorted the prince to take the 
lame repoſe: but he was too much em- 
played by his adventures, to derive any 

nefit from her counſel, and he paſt 
the remainder of the night in unavail- 
ing efforts. He was chiefly diſquieted 
to think how he ſhould be able to carry 
the Skimmer about him, without ap- 
pearing ridiculous to all the court, He 
endeavoured to bend it in a more decent 
diſpoſition, but it continued inflexible 
to his utmoſt ſtrength, Whenever he 
drew it towards him, it entirely covered 
his face, and incommoded him beyond 
4 Eq expreſ- 
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exprefſion ; till at laſt Neep ſtole upon 


him, while he was tormenting himſelf 


with theſe diſagreeable ideas. The 
anxieties and fatigues he had ſuſtained, 
rocured him ſuch a long flumber, that 


had ſufficient time to contemplate Bar- 
bacela's fatal preſent. Tanzai, after he 
had ſhifted bimſelf into a variety of 
. different poſtures, lay on his back at 
Jaft, and the Skimmer in that fituation, 
almoſt afcended to the teſter of the 
bed. The princeſs was loft in the ima- 
ginations created in her by this view, 
and became doubtful in herſelf, whether 
what the prince had loft, * could, not- 
Withſtanding all he had ſaid in its fa- 
vour, be equivalent to what he had now 
acquired, pr Rs 


Teadarne, who awaked before him, 


* 
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W eee e ne 
Cnayr. XI. 
Containing Events of very little Im- 


portance: A Council aſſembled ; 
and to what purpoſe. 


H E prince had ſlept for a con- 
ſiderable time, When the king, 
who had been anxious for the 
ſucceſs of that night, entered the apart- 
ment, attended by the captain of the 
guards, and the greateſt part of the 
court; but all his gravity could not 
reſer ve him from a loud laugh, When 
e beheld the prodigious appearance 
which the prince exhibited to his view: 
and when he had applauded himſelf 
for the new merit he diſcovered in 
his ſon, he expreſſed abundance of 
infipid mirth, with relation to the 
night he imagined the princeſs had paſt. 
The courtiers aſtoniſhed at the enor- 
mity of what they ſaw, diverted them- 
ſelves with pleaſantries more agree- 
able to the condition they aſcribed to 
Neadarne, in conſequence of what they 


214 ſup- 
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ſuppoſed ſhe had experienced. In a 
word, all the company were unable to 
conceive how the prince could ſo long 
be capable of concealing the majeſty of 
what they then beheld, The king, be- 
10g at laſt recovered from the firſt- emo- 
tions of his joy, and thinking it unna- 
tural for his = to continue in that ſitua- 
tion, advanced with an intention to in- 
form himſelf more particularly of the 
affair before him; when Neadarne un- 
cover d the pavilion, and gave the whole 
company a view of the Skimmer in its 
full extent. Inexorable ape! cried Ce- 
phaes, what do mine eyes behold ! The 
prince, whom this exclamation awaked, 

was ſtruck with deſperation to ſee the 

whole court ſpectators of an accident 


he was deſirous of concealing : but as 


his wit ſupplied him with an expedienc 
in that diſagreeable conjuncture, he told 
his father, that Neadarne, after having 
rallied him for the ſpace of an hour on 
the ſubje& of the Skimmer, at laſt chal- 
lenged him to raiſe it in the form it now 
appeared; that he immediately con- 
vinced her the affair was practicable, 
and his eyes being afterwards rs | 
| Wk” WIEN 
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with ſleep, the perpendicular had con- 
tinued without his knowing how. The 
courtiers ſeemed ſatisfied with this ac- 
count, as abſurd as it appeared, and 
then retired to give the princeſs an op- 
portunity of riſing. When the prince 
was alone with his father, he acquainted 
him with the particulars of the cala- 
mity he had ſuffered, and concluded 
with ſome expoſtulations on the diffi- 
culty he ſhould experience in carry ing 
the Skimmer, ſo as to prevent it from 
being ſeen by any perſon. Cephaes, 
after he had meditated for a conſiderable 
time, propoſed twenty inſignificant ex- 
pedients one after another, and at laſt 
acknowledged the affair to be very per- 
1 Tanzai was of opinion the 
kimmer might be filed off, but neither 
files, nor any other inſtruments, could 
make the leaſt inciſion in its ſolidity. 
The king not knowing what to think, 
ſaid he was going to council, and he 
accordingly left the bride and bride- 
groom by themſelves, When the coun- 
cil was aſſembled; the king acquainted 
them with what had happened to the 
prince, No one was ſurprized at this 
Sy E 5 ac- 
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account; for the elevation of the Skim- 
mer had not met with all the credulity 
the prince expected, and the people had 
diſcuſſed the affair in its natural circum- 
ſtances; not that they were perfectly 
acquainted with all the particulars, but 
ſeveral confuſed reports were diſperſed 
thro* the city. Some were pleaſed to 
_ tay, the prince had a Skimmer faſtened 
in a place where Neadarne had reaſon 
to expect lefs meaſure, and better mate- 
rials, Others again affirmed (but this 
was only whiſpered) that Tanzai was 
wholly transformed into a Skimmer ; 
that he had been ſeen walking on the 
terras of his apartment in that figure, 
and that an officer of the palace had 
talked with him a long while under that 
.torm. | 
_ However impertinent and incredible 
this rumour was, it gained credit with 
the people, who are at leaſt as ſtupid as 
eredulous, and never believe any thing 
more firmly than what is the moſt im- 
probable. + 
After the council had informed the 
king of all theſe reports, they took into 
eonſideration the uncommon * 
* 2 that 
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that had befallen Tanzai. One faid, 
ſome new dreſs muſt be brought in 
faſhion that would conceal the defor- 
mity ; another was of opinion, that the 
Skimmer muſt be bent; a third inſiſted 
that it muſt be filed off; and Saugre- 
| nutio maintained, that it was neceſſary 
to conſult the ape. Body of me! cried 
the king, I knew all this before; endea- 
vour to tell me ſomething that I have 
not thought on. Your majeſty's ſaga- 
city is ſo great, that The devil! 
replies the king in much paſſion, excel- 
lent counſellors truly! but what muſt 
be done in this extremity ? Even. what 
your majeſty pleaſes, anſwered they. 
The king's anger was at the height, 
when one of the counſellors, who for- 
merly was a ſurgeon, averred that he 
would extract the Skimmer with the 
point of his ſciflars ; that by making 
an inciſion all around, and carrying it 
beyond the ſcrotum, he was ſure of 
gaining his point; that the prince in- 
deed might happen not to recover, but 
it would ſtill de an extraordinary ope- 
ration. | Rs 
The King's firſt thought was to pu- 
| E 6 niſh 
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niſh this impertinence, and was juſt go- 
ing to. aſk the councils advice, who 
would not have failed to. have hanged 
him out of complaiſance to his majeſty, 
when Saugrenutio inſiſting ſtrongly 
upon having the ape conſulted, ſaid 
there was no other way to reſtore the 
nan to his priſtine condition, than to 
earn his deſtiny ; the council not know- 
ing. any thing better to propoſe, con- 
curred with him, and broke up. The 
king then returned to his ſon, and Sau- 
grenutio haſtened to the temple to pre- 
pare the ape to deliver the oracle. 
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CnaAare. XII. 
Oracle pronounced by the Ape. De- 
| parture of the Prince. 


HE afflictions under which the 
prince laboured, the wronged 

Saugrenutio too well liked, to 
be ſincerely concerned at them. As it 
was wholly in his power to dictate the 
oracle which the ape pronounced, or to 
interpret it at pleaſure, he reſolved 
| | | | to 
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to lay hold of the opportunity which 
now offered. This reſolution, how- 
ever, was far from being charitable; 
but a grievous affront had been put upon 
Saugrenutio, in the face of the whole 
people, and, in order that his vengeance 
might be attended with leſs remorſe, he 
had made the ape ſhare in the outrage 
committed on his perſon. It was no 
longer he who perſecuted the prince, it 
was the deity, who would now arm 
himſelf with all his terrors; that deity, 
who undiſturbed, and revered in his 
temple, was in reality very little con- 
cerned about the vexations his prieſt 
ſuffered. Saugrenutio was already come 
into the chancel, greatly puzzled with 
regard to the turn he ſhould give the 
oracle, when immediately Cucumber 
the fairy revealed herſelf'to him, I 
ſhare, ſaid ſhe, thy reſentments, both 
have received the ſame inſult, and both 
muſt revenge it. But ſuppreſs thy unea- 
ſineſs, for I myſelf will diftate the ora- 
cle. Rely on my protection, and be 
aſſured that I will revenge thy cauſe. — 
Saugrenutio, tho? in the height of his 
devotion, returned Cucumber the mot 

| __ 
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affectionate thanks, and was ſtill la- 
viſhing his compliments upon her When 
the king entered. He then began to 
perfume the ape; and when he aſked 
him in an audible voice, what the prince 
muſt do, Cucumber, unſeen by any of 
the ſpectators, pronounced very intelli- 


gibly, by the mouth of the ape, the 
Howing words: 


He muſt ſet out: He muſt travel over: 
He muſe lye down : He muſt return. 


The king uſed his utmoſt endeavours 
to unfold this riddle, but in vain ; and 
being ſtill more perplexed than before, 
© he run to tell it the prince, who, medi- 

tating how to break the inchantment, 
tired Neadarne to no purpoſe, Says 


Tanzai, after hearing the decree pro- 


nounced by the oracle, What can it 


mean? «——— Alas! cried the tender 


Neadarne with a deep ſigh, I am but 
too ſenſible of its import: Would to 
the cruel gods I found it as obſcure as 
you do! —— But why all theſe fears, 
my princeſs, continued Tanzai. — In 


the firſt place, ſays ſhe, the oracle bids 


you 
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you leave me, and this is not the only 
calamity my fondneſs for you makes 
me dread, you muſt lye upon the toad. 
— Alas! fays the prince, did you 
duly confider the deplorable condition 
to which Iam now reduced, ſhould this 
give you the leaſt pain ? You weep at 

a time when the fates offer an expedient 
to end all our woes; you are afraid that 

| I ſhall ſwerve from my fidelity. Oh! 
could you imagine, tho? even the god- 
deſs of beauty ſhould be deſtined to fill 
my arms, that I could ever baniſh my 
Neadarne from my memory; and if 
Cupid were to convey me to her em- 
braces, that {till your image would not 
be always preſent to my imagination; 
and that, were it not for that charming 
idea, it would be poſſible for me to be 
cured? Neadarne wept, and made no 
anſwer, The prince, tho? ſtrongly af- 
fected with her tears, gave orders about 
bis journey, and after embracing the 
princeſs in the moſt tender manner, 
aſſuring her he would be ever true, and 
return with all imaginable ſpeed, left 
the palace quite unaccompanied, when, 
mounting on horſeback, he was prodi- 
S 
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giouſly perplexed about his Skimmer, 
but at laſt thruſt it between his horſe's 
ears. Juſt before his ſetting out, he had || 
intreated his royal father to aſſemble 
the ſtates and the prieſts, in order to 
ſentence Saugrenutio to lick the Skim- 
mer, in caſe he ſhould get rid of it. 
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CH AP. XIII. 


The miraculous Adventure of the 
Parry at the Kettle, 


H E prince had already rambled 

| | over three or four kingdoms, 
reatly embarraſſed with regard 

to the time and place in which his pere- 
grination would end, when riding in a 
very gloomy foreſt, he ſaw a plain old 
woman boiling, in a kettle, a parcel of 

* herbs that threw up a ſurprizingly thick 
ſcum, and which perplexed her the 
more, becauſe ſhe had nothing to take 

it off with. The prince was troubled 

to ſee her toil ſo much; dame, ſays he, 
methinks you take a vaſt deal of pains. 
Ahl far, faid ſhe, had I but a 3 


TANZ AI and NEADARNE. 89 
I ſhould be perfectly eaſy. — There is 
no manner of ſimilitude, ſays he, in our 
& grievances z for had I not a Skimmer, 
I ſhould be happy enough. — Gene- 
rous ſtranger ! (cries the crone) would 
you but lend it me, I would make you 
any returns in my power. I ſhould 
be heartily glad, replied the prince, to 
do you this piece of ſervice, but it 
cleaves to me in ſuch a manner, that I am 
atraid it will be impoſſible to get it off. 
But be this as it will, I can ſkim your 
pot, ſince you want ſo much to have it 
| ſkimmed. He then alighted from his 
horſe, after having deſired the old wo- 
man to ſtep aſide, either from his natu- 
ral modeſty, or becauſe he was not wil- 
ling to let her ſee in what manner his 
Skimmer was fixed. | 
Accordingly the crone withdrew, 
when the prince began to ſkim with all 
his might, guiding the inſtrument with 
his hand; but ſcarce had he been a mi- 
nute at his work, when lo! the Skim- 
mer dropt of, Tanzai ſeeing this 
(equally ſurprized and over-joyed) 
ſhricked aloud; upon which the old 
woman coming up to him, he was go- 


ng 


- 


/ 


” 
* 


Hut do you think it were not better for 


hope to do you more; you are travel. 


I am forbid to inform you, replied the 


of the matter? You are going, ſays 
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ing to tell her his whole ſtory, when ane 
interrupting Tanzai, prince, ſays ſhe, 
Jam not unacquainted with you; 1 

knew you were to travel this way, and I 
that'we ſhould do one another a mutual 
good office. I am a fairy, and I wanted 
the inchanted Skimmer which Barbacela 

preſented you with, in order to give 
theſe herbs a certain neceſſary virtue. 
You fee J have done you ſervice, and! 


ling to the Iſle of Ghats. —— Says 
Tanzai, you footh me prodigioufly ; 1 
will be jo frank as to own that I am 
travelling without knowing whither : 
but how ſhall J get to that Iland ? —— 


> 


Fairy. Another plague! fays he. 


me-to turn back ; for to tel] you the 
lam truth, I begin to grow weary of 
ele dilemmas 3 at leaſt, could you not 
tell me what 1 am to do there? —— 
Has not, replied the crone, the oracle of 
the chief ape informed you ſufficiently 


the, after an affair of gallantry. 
An affair of gallantry! ſays = 
* an 
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and to the Ifle of Gnats! Be ſo good, 

W continues he, as to tell me what beauty 
bleſſes that place. — Without perplex- 
ing, ſays the fairy ſmiling, yourſelf any 
longer about the matter, refolve only to 
behave couragiouſly there. You 
give me, cries the prince, an unfavour- 
able idea of my conqueſt, and a woman 
who obliges her lover to, rouze his cou- 
rage, does not therefore excite his fond 
8 withes the more. But what important 
fervice is this you intend to do me? 
You indeed, have rid me of the Skim- 
mer, but ftill 1 am never the near; 
What would you have any one to do 
with me in the condition I am now in? WM 
Had {you ever ſo little regard for the lf 
lady for whoſe ſake T have travelled” - Wl 
thro? fo many countries, you would -- W 
ſoon enable me to appear in a decent 
manner before her. — It will be im- 
poſſible for me to do that, replied the 
fairy, not but the lady who loves you. 
with fo much tenderneſs, has power to 
reſtore what you are in want of, How- 
ever, as too great a fearfulneſs may be 
an obſtacle to your cure, and that it 18 
of great importance that ſhe may have 
8 nothing 
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nothing to reproach you with, I. will 
preſent you with a bottle of this water; 
955 will find that it is juſtly called 
ealth· water. The night when the in- 
chantment is to be diſſolved, be ſure to 
drink every drop I will now give you, 
juſt at your ſtepping into bed. lf 
it he ſo, replied the prince, you may 
enlarge your bounty; it is not that 1 
generally find great occaſion for this 
health-water, but in caſe this ſhould 
happen, I ſhould not be ſorry to have a 
larger quantity of it by me. - I 
underſtand you, and will comply with 
your deſires, replied the fairy; at your 
return to Chechian, you will find thirty 
bottles in your cloſet. Farewell. The 
firſt gnat you meet with, ſaddled and 
bridled, will convey you to the place 
where you are to go. | 
Immediately fhe vaniſhed, when the ; 
prince, after putting up his bottle, and 
refixing his Skimmer, mounted again | 
his courſer, his thoughts being leſs em- 
ployed on the approaching cure, than 
on the method by which it was to be 
effected, | 


CHaAP. 
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CRHAP. XIV. 95 
Me Prince's Arrival in the Iſle of 
| Gnats. 


ANZ AI had gone but a very 

few leagues, when he met wntt 
the gnat, who was to carry him 
to the iſland: he was three times the ſize 
of his horſe, ſo that he was ready to 
die with fear, at the ſight of ſo mon- 
ſtrous a creature: however, he reco- 
vered his ſpirits, and alighiing nimbly, 
he truſted himſelf with all the intrepi- 
dity of a hero, to the honour and pro- 
bity of the beaſt, who, that moment he 
felt him on his back, carried him aloft 
in the air. At laſt it began to be dark, 
and yet the prince had not got to the 
end of his journey; ſo that he now 
began to fear it would continue for ever, 
when the Gnat deſcended into an ifland, 
where he heard ſo prodigious a buz- 
zing, that his ears were almoſt deafned. 
He now did not doubt but that he was 
arrived in the Iſle of Gnats; and being 


greatly 


- ok Tr Hinvrany of, 
greatly perplexed with the reflection of 
the part he was to act, he ſuffered his 
conductor to lead him into a magnificent WK 
r 5 . 

A great number of gnats, dreſſed in 
ſplendid habits, came and received him 
at the gate, whilſt many others were 
playing on all kinds of inſtruments. It 
is well known that gnats have naturally 
an harmonious pipe. Some of them as 
were ſkilled in muſic, began to ſing the 
praiſes of the prince, and formed the 
moſt ſingular concert that ever was 
heard. Tanzai (by this time revived 
with ſo. obliging a reception) was car- 
ried into noble apartments, where 
ſcreech-owls, in the gayeſt habits, came 
and paid their reſpects to him. One of 
theſe, after the firſt compliments. were 
over, aſked. him in a melting tone of 
voice, whether he would not pleaſe to 
bathe himſelf? Aſtoniſhed at the odd- 
neſs of the whole ſcene, Tanzai, by a 
nod, declared that he would; upon this 
the ſcreech-owls advanced to undreſs 
him, — Ladies, ſays he, methinks it 
is not very decent for you to give your- 
ſelves this trouble. i 9 
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Be aſſured, replied the firſt lady of 
the bed-chamber, that we would not 
ke ſo much pains about any other per- 
Won ; but we are ſenſible it is not in your 
power to put our modeſty to the bluſh. 
Tanzai was confounded at this compli- 
ment, and having nothing to anſwer, 
be jumped into the bath, concealing his 
imagined perfection more induſtriouſly 
perhaps than he would have done, had 
he really poſſeſſed any. Certainly, ſays 
a waggiſh ſcreetch-· owl, this modeſty of 
yours is very praiſe· wor thy; but I am 
not ſurprized at it, for of all men in the 
world, you, doubtleſs, are the moſt ſin- 
gular. And certainly, ſays Tanzai, 
with an angry tone of voice, this ſingu- 
larity you harp ſo much upon, would 
ceaſe leſs ſooner for ſuch creatures as 
you, than for any other in the univerſe, 
— Prince, ſays ſhe, this anſwer of 
yours is not even polite, — Plague! 
lays he, have not you been tormenting 
me theſe two hours? I have chagrin 
enough already, and therefore would 
adviſe you not to increaſe it: know that 
| was never uſed to ſhew reverence to 
owls, The {creech-owls fearing they 
ſhould 
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ſhould exaſperate the prince too far, 
faid no more; after which Tanzai 
came out of the bath, perfumed with 
all the mingled ſweets which are ſhed 
on perſons deſigned for the ſofteſt blan- 
diſhments. And now, ſays he to the 
ſcreech owl, be ſo good as to gratify 
my curioſity ; who is it I am to oblige 
here? To whom does this palace be- 
long? What mean all theſe oddities? 
ſpeaking ſcreech-owls, and armed gnats. 
What is to be done with me? Pray te 
who are you? Why are you yourſelf W p 
in ſo fantaſtically rich a dreſs? Did you 
never before, replied the bird, fee an 
owlet richly habited? Bur without per- 
plexing yourſelf with theſe things, form 
the moſt agreeable ideas in your imagi- 
nation; and from the auguſt receprion 
you now meet with, judge what mighty | 
favours await you. Be perſuaded that ir 
the charms of the being who loves you, 2 
are as glorious as her power. Paint in 
your fancy the moſt exquiſitely delicious WW c: 
object that ever came from the gods, Ii »v. 
and ſtill your idea will fall vaſtly ſhort 
of the beauties of the fair one, who will IM t 
reſign herſelf ro your arms. I expa- e 
GE tiate Ml. 
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tiate no farther; your own eye will 
pronounce on the reſt. The beauty who 
is allotted for the embraces, will reveal 
S herſelf to you this night: ſhe only can 
E reſtore you to a condition, which you 
ſurely muſt have been paſſionately fond 
of, ſince the leaſt mean raillery upon 
the loſs of it ſhocks you ſo much. 

As the old fairy of the kettle had 
been far from promiſing Tanzai fo per- 
fect a felicity, his diſquietudes were ſof- 
| tened by the delights the ſcreech-owl 
promiſed him. He at laſt imagined 
that ſome beautiful deity would honour 
hin with her embraces; that this was 
no very extraordinary thing, and that a 
goddets, in ſtooping to a prince, de- 
meaned herſelf much leſs than many 
ladies of diſtinction, who hurried on 
by inordinate love, ſometimes aſſociate, 
in their mad freaks, with the loweſt 
among mortals. The night he was 
going to ſpend appeared to him deli- 
cious, which almoſt obliterated that in 
which the render Neadarne, laviſhing 
her pride of charms upon him, had 
tound Tanzai ſo utterly incapable of 
enjoying them. He even fancied that 
5 the 


98 The HISTORY of 


the beauties of that princeſs, tho“ o 
exquiſite, were vaſtly inferior to thoſe, 
over which he would now be allowed 
to rove with unlimitted freedom. Hi; 
fondneſs for Neadarne began to abate; 
and if any tranſports fluttered in his 
boſom, they were all directed to the 
Goddeſs. Such is the ſtrange infatua- 
tion of moſt lovers! they often facri. 
fice to the fond idea of a new conqueſt, 
the miſtreſs with whoſe heart and num- 
berleſs graces they are perfectly well 
* 

he ſcreech-owl obſerving Tanzai 
penſive; prince, ſays ſhe, I eafily figure 
to myſelf the various reflections which ſo 
inchanting a ſcene muſt neceſſarily raiſe 
in your mind. But I would adviſe you 
to be gay, your miſtreſs has an utter 
averſion. to : thoughtful people; and I 
myſett know a thouſand lovers who all 
loft her favour by their taciturnity, — 
A thouſand lovers! cries Tanzai; that 
is only a way of ſpeaking. —— Be 
aſſured, replies the ſcreech-owl, that! 
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don't enlarge; two thouſand humble ſer- 
vants have preceded Tanzai, and the 
ſame number (ray more) will come at- 

| fer 
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ter him: and it is certain that ſo great 
Ja croud of adorers, ſpeak the wonderful 
& charms of the goddeſs. — But is ſhe 
kind? continued Tanzai, — I perceive, 
ſays the ſcreech- owl, that you are fond 
of making new conqueſts : nevertheleſs, 
I would adviſe you not to be ſo over- 
nice; otherwiſe you will run the hazard 


© ſatisfied with the night, while a god- 
deſs is going to indulge you; and with 
the great e ſhe will ſhew 
for a man, who (ſince we are not to 
$ mince matters) may probably be inca- 
pable of anſwering her expectations. 
I told you, madam, before, 
| fays Tanzai, that your crabbed counte- 
nance, and coarſe jokes, were very grat- 
ing to me: leave off then, or you wall 
never ſee me more. | 
The ſcreech-owl, who was ſelf-con- 
ceited, and affected mightily to be 
thought a wit, would Sen not have 
ſtopped here, had not the ſteward (a 
gnat) given notice that dinner was 
brought up. 
to table, and as Cupid himſelf preſided 
over the entertainment, the reader will 
8 F 2 natus 


of leading a quite unactive life. Be 


The prince only ſat down 
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naturally ſuppoſe that it was moſt ex. 
quiſite both tor taſte and magnificence. 
Tanzai, who had never checked his 
appetite from moral principles, eat very 
heartily, diſcourſing at every little in. 
terval with the ſcreech-owl, tho? he dil. W 
liked her in the main. At laſt the re- 
gale ended, when the prince cloſed the 
whole with a ſup of his health- water. 
The ſcreech-owl ſeeing this, ſet 
up a frightful laugh. Prince, ſays ſhe 
to him, your caution 1s extremely ne- 
ceſſary, and that liquor is doubtleſs a 
preſervative againſt certain accidents 
which may befal you. — However this 
be, replied Tanzai, and what virtue 
ſoever it may boaſt, the fight of ſo 
grim a ſyſtem of features as compoſe 
that face of yours, would at once ren- 
der it ineffettual. — It is, perhaps, 
not over handſome, anſwered the ſcreech- 
owl, and yet a time may come, when 
you probably will wiſh for one reſem- 
bling it. — Your glaſs, replied Tan- 
zai, muſt have deceived you, or you 
certainly are a moſt vain creature. 
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OE A SE 
CA. XV. 


; 5 How greatly People may be deceived | 
ORD was immediately brought 
the prince, that his goddeſs 


; in their Expectations. 
; would ſoon reveal herſelf. His 


heart went pit-a- pat at the news: Curio- 
= ſity, and a certain ſenſation ſtill. more 
E torcible, perplexed his thoughts, ſo that 
be did not once open his lips, but ſuf- 
fered the ſcreech-owls to undreſs him. 
They had no ſooner thrown a night- 
E gown over Tanzai, but they conducted 
him to a ſplendid apartment, where 
perfumes, which were burning in golden 
vaſes, embalmed the air, and diſperſed 
the moſt luxurious odours. Tanzai, 
ſtill anxious, tho? his heart breathed the 
fondeſt wiſhes, after croſſing five or ſix 
ſpacious rooms, came at laſt into the 
chamber where. the goddeſs was re- 
poled. A bed embroidered with jew- 
els, and ſupported by ruby pillars, held 
this miraculous object. The prince, 
5 3% tho” 
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tho? his eyes were dazzled, and fixed at 
firſt by ſo ſhining a ſpeRacle, yet his 
glances ſoon wandered in ſearch of this 
ſo-· much boaſted maſter-piece of nature. 
At laſt he perceived, at a little diſtance, 
ſomething ſtirring in the bed; but its 
aſpect was ſo hideous, that he did not 
doubt but it was his goddeſs's ape. He 
went nearer to the bed, when the ſcreech- 
owl withdrew, after wiſhing him a 


happy repoſe. Tanzai, almoſt melting 


with defire, and reſtrained by -baſhful- 
neſs, continued in the place where the 
ſcreech-owl had left him. Come, fa- 
mous prince, ſays a voice, and do not 
loſe any of the precious moments which 
love indulges you. —— He obeyed 
the ſummons, and ſprung at once into 
the bed. 5 85 | 

The inſtant Tanzai was laid down, 
his bed fellow turned to him ; but how 
prodigious was his ſurprize, when thro' 
' a heap of coſmetics, ribbons, and lace, 
he ſaw Cucumber! It was this fairy, 
| herſelf, who, to receive him with greater 
decency, had adorned her owl-like ears 
with the richeſt pendants. Her fore- 
head, naturally bald, was covered with 
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a huge whited-brown tower, every part 


of which was ftuck. with flowers and 
feathers . and tho? ſhe had a dreſt-head 
on, ſhe yet had put over it (to give her- 
ſelf a ſtill more killing air) a ſmall white 
hood, ſpotted with red, and kiſſing. 
ſtrings of the ſame colour, tied very- 
ſmartly under her chin. In the midit 


of this ridiculous bundle, was a ſort of. 
face, in which appeared a pair of red: 


hagged ſtaring eyes. A noſe of a 


frightful ſize, and covered with warts, 
hung very tenderly over a wide, hollow 
mouth, to which a pair of purple lips 


| were fixed, and preſented to the eye a. 


Reſhleſs jaw-bone, which, by length of 
time, had even loſt its natural colour. 
Her blubbered cheeks were ſunk deep 
in her pillow, A numberleſs multitude. 
of patches, in various ſhapes, covered a 
black-ſpotted ſkin, the wrinkles and 
lividneſs of- which darted thro? the unc- 


tious pomatum that diſguiſed them. A 


necklace compoſed of diamonds and 


| pearls (all of a huge ſize) reached a 


great way down her neck. Her breaſts, . 

which hung a foot and a half in length, 

ſtared out of a pair of bodice edged 
F. 4. with. 
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with twiſted lace, .and were tied in three 
places with a roſy coloured crimped 
ribbon. | 

Tanzai, ſtruck dumb at this ſhock- 
ing ſpectacle, would have run out of 
bed again, had not fear chilled his veins, 
and deprived him of motion. Beſides, 
he was almoſt ſuffocated by the violence 
of a ſmell, that quite over-powered the 
fragrancy of the perfumes, with which 
the fairy had ſcented her chamber. 
Heavens! ſays he to himſelf, is this the 
creature the fates have allotted me? O 
Neadarne! Was it poſſible for the moſt 
hideous object in nature to divide my 
paſſion for thee, or rather, to quite ba- 
niſh thee from my heart. Juſt ape, 
what fortune have I ? But had Tanzai 
travelled, he would have found that the 
ladies, whom our fops idolize ſo much, 
often reſemble the creature who lay by 
his ſide. 

He was not yet recovered from his 
diſguſt and terror, when a hoarſe, hol- 
low voice, iſſuing from the dreadful 
ſkeleton, addreſſed him in the gentle 
| words following. You ſee, prince, what 

I have done for you, and the exceſs of 

my 


, 
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my fondneſs. You never could have 
E imagined, after your cruel inſult to me, 
and the vengeance which ſucceeded it, 
that my reſentments could have been ſo 
far ſoftened, as to admit you to my bed. 
The ſame hand that made the tears to 
flow, now offers to dry them. To re- 
cover your former condition, you muſt 


have expoſed yourſelf, had I not inter- 
| vened, to the moſt horrible dangers z 
but you now will reſume your priſtine 


form in the midſt of delights.. I cannot 
ſay whether my vanity deceives me, 
and by that means exaggerates their 
happineſs to my imagination; whether 


the tranſports of all thoſe mortals who 


ſee me do not give me too advanta- 
gious an idea of my charms ; but how= 
ever this be, methinks there is not a 
prince in the world, but would wiſh, 
nay, even run the hazard of his life, to 
taſte the felicity which waits you. I 


don't ſollicit you to merit my favour ; 
no, I read the ſtrongeſt impatience in 


your eyes, and it is with exquiſite fatis- 


faction I perceive that you can no lon- 
ger ſupport the violence of your deſires; 


give then a looſe to them, my dear 


3 prince, 
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2 the deſires which inform my 
Boſom, are a ſufficient earneſt of your 
dawning happineſs. Come! this fight 
begins to Thock my modeſty ; make 
haſte, and quite over-power it. Alas 
ought virtue ſtill to prefer its empire in 
ſuch delicious moments? Put an end, 
this inſtant, to theſe reproaches of 
mine, for oh! in your dear arms it muſt 
expire, —— Tanzai, who was ſtill 
motionleſs as a ſtatue, did not hear half 
of what Cucumber had faid to him; 
and he, doubtleſs, would have conti- 
nued much longer in this lethargy, had 
not he felt a crooked extended talon 
embrace him. His firſt thoughts were 
to ſtrangle Cucumber, but reflecting that 
' "the was too powerful to fall a victim to 
his reſentments, and that his leaſt cala- 
mity would be, to continue for ever in 
his preſent deplorable condition, he laid 
alide that reſolution, tho? To very plea- 
ſing. He was ſtill unreſolved, when 
the fairy, fixing her nails yery tenderly 
in his ſkin, prince, ſays ſhe, are you 
ſtill motionleſs? I forgave at firſt that 
abſolute inactivity, but it ſurely ought 
by this time to have yielded to the im- 
. # petuoſity 
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petuoſity of your fires, and the uncom- 
mon tenderneſs I have for you. 
What! muſt I, thou little ungrateful. 
creature, make all the advances? Bur 
if the charms I have permitted thee a I 
ſight of, have not the power to recall WW 
thy fleeting ſenſes, I will try whether 
thoſe I have hitherto concealed ' can | 
wake thee again to life; then throwing , W 
off, with an air of fury, the little por- 3 
tion of the ſheet which ſtill veiled the 
beauties he had not yet ſeen, and rolling 
her eyes finely, behold, cruel wretch, 
ſays ſhe with a ſigh, behold the flood of 
beauties which my love abandons en- 
tirely to thee. — Mercy ! cries the 
prince, ye gods! where am I? — 
And now [ſtarring from the bed, he diſ- 
engaged himſelf. from Cucumber's ta- 
lons, and endeavoured to fly out of the 
bed-chamber, but was prevented, as the 
reader will ſee in the next chapter, 
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C HAP. XVI. 
An Tlufion. The Prince is diſap- 
pointed of his Happineſs. The 
Condition on which it ts reſtored. 


I AN Z Al, in the utmoſt rage, 


going to run out of the room, 
was called by a delightful voice 
he well knew. — But heavens! how 
great was his aſtoniſhment, when throw- 
ing his eyes towards the bed, he ſaw 
Neadarne, infinitely more charming than 


ever ſhe had appeared. My dear, dear 


princeſs! ſays he, running up to her. 
O ſtop, ingrate, cries Neadarne to him, 
faint-hearted creature that thou art, thou 
doſt not deſerve my love. Thou knew- 
eſt that our felicity depended on this 
tryal, and yet thou hadſt not courage to 
ſubmit to it. Know that I, thy fond 
Neadarne, was -concealed under that 
veil of deformity, that it was I, who 
under the image of a fairy, by Barba- 
cela's powerful aſſiſtance, rid thee of 


the fatal Skimmer; that it was I who, 
RN to 
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to ſoften the horrors of the object 
which ſtruck thy ſight, preſented thee 
with the health-water. Wretch! 
continued ſhe, tears trickling from her 
eyes, thou haſt been falſe to our vows, 
and my fond paſſion, and therefore 
muſt continue for ever in this preſent de- 
plorable condition. Alas! my deareſt 

rinceſs! cried Tanzai, who could have 
imagined that it was thee ? He 
then was going to embrace her a fecond 
time; when lo! the princeſs and the 
whole bed-chamber vaniſhing, Tanzai 
found himfelf conveyed to the apart- 
ment where he had firſt been received: 
His tortures increaſed, when he ſpied 
the tantalizing ſcreech-owl, who, lol- 
ling on an caſy-chair, was humming a 
| ſong in expectation of his coming. — 
How! ſays ſhe, with an air of gaiety, 


are you ſo ſoon returned? A night | 


glides away (with you) as ſwift as a mi- 
nute. If you never make them longer, 
a woman may ſafely indulge you as 
many as you can wiſh, without endan- 
gering her character: I really did not 
expect to ſee you here before noon. 
Gods! cried the prince, in the moſt _— 
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ful accents; whence is it that you thus 
embitter all my joys? Ah! fays the 
ſcreech-owl, I know that ſome accident 
has befallen you, or rather that the ſame 
accident ſtill ſubſiſts; how great is 
your misfortune !' for, lacaday! what 


_ uſe can be made of your perſon? —— 
_ Harkee, ſays the prince, in a furious 
tone of voice, I ſhall wring that neck 
of yours off, if you ſpeak but one word 
more: however, recovering himſelf a 
moment after, madam, ſays he, I beg 
ten thouſand pardons for what I have 


faid : alas! this croud of extraordinary 


incidents tranſport me out of myſelf, 


and confound me to ſuch a degree, that 
neither know where I am, nor what J 


am. Permit me only to tell you my 


ſad ſtory, You have, ſays he, (as he 
was concluding it) a great deal of cre- 


dit in this palace; Eacknowledge my 
fault, but wall it not be poſlible for me 


to recover the opportunity which my 


imprudence made me loſe? however, 
be expeditious, my life depends on it. 
Tt will be very difficult, replied the 
ſcreech- owl, to get this requeſt of yours 
complied with; however, I will try whe 
| ther 
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ther my credit may not be of ſome 
ſervice to you. Wait here patiently, 
and I will ſee about your affair. The 
# inſtant ſhe left the room, Tanzai began 
to muſe: Who, ſays he, could have 
| imagined, that my princeſs would have 
revealed herſelf to me under ſo hidcous 
a a form! Alus! I had already felt the 
effects of the health-water; I already 
began to revive, and was going to reco- 
ver my loſt glory, and end all my ca- 
lamities; but what man would not have 
been terrified at Cucumber's dreadful 
aſpect. The bare remembrance. of it. 
chills my blood. My princeſs no ſooner 
diſappeared, but ſinking again in my 
unactive ſtate, I was, as before, loſt to 
myſelf. Unhappy let of princes! to 
be ſubject, ſpite of all their power, to 
the injuſtice of fairies. Can any thing 
be ſo unaccountable as this late ſcene? 
My fate depends on a vile Skimmer! O! 
ſhould my hiftory be ever written, 
what man will give credit to it? Or, 
in caſe it ſhould find belief, what enter- 
tainment will it not furniſh to future 
ages ? 

He very poſſibly would have conti- 

nued 
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nued his reflections, had he not been 
| Interrupted by the ſcreech- owl. 
Well, divine bird, ſays he, can no re- 
medy be found to my misfortune ?. I 
tremble for fear, leſt you. ſhould have 
taken pains to no. purpoſe. You 
are far happier than you imagine, re- 
plied. the ſcreech-owl, ſmiling : your 
forgiveneſſes are ſcaled; but it was not 
without ſome difficulty ; however, you 
will be indulged the ſame bliſsful ſcene. 
—— Shall.I then, ſays he, ſee again 
my. Neadarne? Prince, ſays the 


ſcreech-owl, you will indeed poſſeſs 


Neadarne, but ſhe ſtill will aſſume the 
form of Cucumber. Do you ſhudder! 
reflect ſcriouſly in yourſelf ; remember 


| EF how dear you paid for your firſt refuſal ; 


beware, therefore, of a. ſccond. Had 
you but conquered the firſt averſion, 
and the pretended fairy had received 
you in her arms, Neadarne. would have 
taken her place that inſtant, But now, 
you will not be allowed this bliſs on 
ſuch eaſy terms, for know, you mult 
make the experiment thirteen times be- 
fore you will be allowed to ſee the 
metamorphoſes. Hem! What is 


that 


e. 
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that you ſay? cries Tanzai, thirteen ! 
You underſtand me, cries the ſcreech- 
owl: I ſay thirteen times. Pugh, 
ſays the prince, you. don't know what 
you talk of ; this would be all I could 
perform, were my princeſs to ſhare 
with me. Tho' I ſhould be firmly per- 
ſuaded that it was Neadarne I enjoyed, 
ſtill I ſhould diſtaſte her under the form 
of Cucumber, The ſervice you offer 
to do me is of a very whimſical kind; 
but be 1o good as to ſubſtract about half. 
No, no, replied the ſcreech-owl, not a 
tittle can be abated. But don't miſtake 
my earneſtneſs in this occaſion, I my-. 
ſelf gain nothing by it. —— Thirteen 
times! ſays the prince again: How! 
. fays the ſcreech-ow), are you frighted 
with a taſk, which a man of the ſmal- 
leſt abilities would perform, and that 
with pleaſure? I wiſh, ſays Tanzai, 
you yourſelf had tried the experiment. 
— Once again, ſays ſhe, reſolve; it 
is a ſhame you ſhould boggle for fuch a 
trifle; I really had a better opinion of 
your valour. — Harkee, ſays the . 
prince, many things are painful only 
from the circumſtances ; and you muſt 

| confeſs 
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confeſs that Cucumber's aſpect. is not ſo 
vaſtly engaging, as to make ſo large a 
number ſeem a few. But no matter; 
lead on, and may heaven be propitious! 
The ſcreech-owl then taking him by 
the hand, conducted Tanzai, who was. 
now in greater perplexity than the firſk 
time, to the chamber of delights. 
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EH APP. XVII. 
The delicious Pleaſures in which 
TANZZ AIT paſſed the-Night. 


'L 7 I'TH what courage ſoever the 
prince had armed himſelf, he 
could not forbear ſhuddering 
when he again ſaw Cucumber. Prince, 

id ſhe, come to bed again, and either 
deſerve your pardon, or fill up the mea- 
ſure. of your misfortunes. A truce 
with your ſpeeches, anſwered he haſtily, 
it 1s the height of my misfortunes to 
find myſelf again with you, and my 
only deſire is to get away from you as 
foon as poſſible. Therefore no com- 
pliments,. it would ill-became you = 
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uſe me, after having reduced me to the 
condition wherein I am at preſent. But 
| what madneſs poſſeſſes you to defire me 
to ſpend a night with you? If it is 
really true that you love me, ought it 
not to be ſufficient to cure you, that I 
| make but a ſorry return to all your ten- 
derneſs? And if you only want to be 
| revenged for the affair of the Skimmer, 
| ought your anger to be bent againſt 

me ? | 
Prince, replied Cucumber, you argue 
the fineſt in the world, and your diſ- 
courſe would perſuade me, if my being, 
convinced of what you ſay would be 
of any ſervice to you, But your being 
at preſent in my arms, 1s neither owing 
to my deſire of being revenged on you, 
nor to any amorous inclination : The 
order of the deſtinies alone force me 
to undergo a trial which is yet more 
mortifying to me, than it is painfv] to 
you, Think you not that my modeſty 
is put to a ſevere teſt, to ſee fo near me 
a man, who is not invited thither by 
my choice. Do you imagine that any 
woman can abandon herſelf without 
regret, to the tranſports of a man who 
| 10 
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is indifferent to her? Can any, thing be 
more cruel to a perſon ſuſceptible of the 
ſofteſt paſſion, and, indeed, of virtue, 
than to ſuffer careſſes of which her heart 
does not approve ? | 

As for thoſe tranſports, and thoſe de 
careſſes you are pleaſed to hint at, re- ff 
ſumed Tanzai, I can ſpare yeu that Wl 
trouble, fince they give you. ſo much 
pain; I am not ſo 1ll-bred to force from 
you favours ſo ineſtimable as yours. O. 
no! ſaid the fairy, I ſubmit to the will 
of the deſtinies, and my reſignation will. 
enable me to bear it. You was ſome- 
what more paſſionate, and not quite ſo 
devout a while ago, reſumed Tanzai; 
but let that be as it will, L was promiſed 
Neadarne, and ſhall not begin my 
drudgery till I ſee her. Lou was pro- 
miſed her indeed, ſaid Cucumber, but 
you know on what conditions, Come 
then, cried the prince, who, in ſpite of 
himſelf, felt his virility. reſtored ; but a 
man muſt love to diſtraction, to be able 
to ſubmit to what now befals me. Then 
{topping his noſe, and ſhutting his eyes, 
he endeavoured to. perform, as well as 
he was able, the penance . 
| * 0 
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In the mean while, the fairy, to ren- 
der it the more eaſy to him, ſighed ten- 
derly, and moving her body wantonly, 
wich all the tranſports of the moſt ar- 
dent paſſion, called him by all thoſe en- 
dearing names which a tender love in- 
ſpires. Her raptures were then for a 
while ſucceeded by indolence, and this 
indolence again gave way to freſh tranſ- 
ports. It is even affirmed, that to ſhew 
the more ſenſibility of this ardour, ſhe 
ſwore more than once. On the other 
hand, Tanzai,. that he might be the 
ſooner free from his bondage, had gone 
thro', without intermiſſion, (which s 
matter of aſtoniſhment, and not the 
leaſt ſhocking to belief of any in this 
hiftory) with one half of his martyr- 
dom; and the water of health working 
miracles, . enabled him to perform the 
reſt with as much expedition, when the 
fairy begged him to ſuſpend his labours, 
and give her leave a while to breathe, 
The prince having ſatisfied her; you 
ſee, prince, ſaid ſhe, I am not one of 
thoſe women without delicacy, who only 
eſteem a man for thoſe qualities, of 
which you have uſt given ſuch authen- 
77 | dic 


118 The HISTORY of 
tic proofs ; I love a hundred times better 
a tender converſation, which is enlivened 
by the ſentiments of the heart, than 
thoſe ſhameful pleaſures which the ge- 
nerality of lovers are continually in 
queſt of. How often do you ſay you 
have yet to perform this night ? Seven 
times, anſwered he, haſtily. The res. 
ſon of my aſking you, replied ſhe, is 
not that I value it a ruſh 3; were it leſt 
to me, ·y ou ſhould have no more to do; 
but you ſay you have ſtill ſeven remain: 
ing, I believe you are miſtaken. That 
may very well be reſumed, ſaid he, and 
1 ſhould reckon to have run nine heats 

at leaſt. But I don't count at that rate, 
ſaid ſhe, my thoughts were not in ſuch 
confuſion as yours, and I believe there 
are ſtill ten behind. Adſheart, that is 
falſe, cried Tanzai in a fury. Don't be 
in a paſſion, child, ſaid ſhe tenderly, 
we ſhall have no diſputes upon that 
head; but you are a prodigy of a man, 
and I could hardly believe that before 
your enchantment, was any thing near 
Jo valuable as you are now: you know 
better than any one, anſwered Tanzai, 


the reaſon of my being ſo much worth, 
9 La 
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and the preſent that was made me of 
the water of health, was a precaution 
which you took for your own fake, 
But tell me, in conſcience, ought not you 
to forgive me the remainder? That 
can't be, anſwered ſhe. Then ſaid 
Tanzai, I will keep where I am, and I 
no longer fear you, We ſhall ſee that 
immediately, reſumed Cucumber, laying 
her hand upon his tendereſt part. Ah 
| barbarian! cried the prince, feeling it 
ſhrink under her fingers, there is lefs 
enchantment in this than you imagine, 
and your hand had no need of the aſſiſt. 
_ of magic to work the effect I now 
cel. | 
Your diſcourſe is very paſſionate and 
obliging, ſaid Cucumber, and it is the 
ready way to obtain favour. If you 
will not be generous on my account, 
laid Tanzai, at leaſt be ſo for your own 
lake. I am not ſo malicious as you 
think me, reſumed ſhe, and you ſhall 
lee, if with this very hand which you 
ſo much diſparage, I can — Oh, for 
ty ſake! cried Tanzai, interrupting 
er, don't touch me. Notwithſtanding 
his fear, the fairy was as good as her 
a 8 ond, 
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word, and the prince, who dying with 


impatience to come to a concluſion with 


her, began his drudgery a-new. 


- He had at laſt arrived at the twelfth, | 
incluſive, without ſeeing Neadarne, and 


expreſſed his ſurprize thereat to Cucum- 
ber. Undoubtedly, ſaid ſhe, it is be 
cauſe her recovery depends upon the 
myſterious number thirteen. I ſee very 
well, reſumed he, that it is reſolved ! 
ſhould not have her very cheap; but 
let us make an end- The prince having 
finiſhed this laft labour, looked all about 
eagerly for Neadarne, and not ſeeing 
her appear, What is the reaſon of this; 


« faid he; Why don't I behold New 


darné? Have I been cheated all thi; 


while? Alas! prince, cried the fairy, 


you have deceived yourſelf, you have 
reckoned wrong. Adſheart, faid the 
prince, haſtily interrupting her, there is 
no need to be a conjurer to know how 


to reckon thirteen z there are ſo many 


fairly. How can that be, reſumed ſhe, 


vou ſee that is impoſſible, for if it were 


prince, take care you are not deceived. 


true, Neadarne would now. be in your 


poſſeſſion. For your own ſake, dear 
Ads- 


2 Ort 


".. J wo 2 


TANZ AL and NEADARNE. 121 
Adsdeath, purſued he, I am ſure I am 


Snot miſtaken. In a word, replied ſhe, 
you will not ſee Neadarne ; and thro? 
Jan ill-turned ſpirit of huſbandry, you 


will loſe the fruits of all you have al- 


ready done. Heavens! cried he, am J 
left a prey to injuſtice ? And muſt I — 
But, alas! perhaps you are in the right. 


don't fee Neadarne, and her abſence 
is enough to convince me of my error; 
let us ſee therefore if I can't go thro?” 


with my odious taſk, 


Tanzai, overcome with fatigue, had 
all the difficulty in the world to finiſh 
his penance 3 however, when he had 
done, he was as unfortunate this time as 
all the reſt; and finding how inhu- 
manly he had been impoſed on, he fell 


| with fury on Cucumber, juſt as ſhe was 


going to reproach him with a ſecond 


miſtake in his reckoning. But the fairy, 


ſtruggling with her utmoſt ſtrength, got 
looſe from the hands of Tanzai, after 
having more than once ſtuck her claws 


in his ſkin, and left his body all over 


with ſcratches, 


Then riſing up to the cieling, think 


not, ſaid ſhe, ever to overcome my 
' G 5 fury, 


Y 
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fury, I will be your eternal perſecutor ; 
the misfortunes I have made you already 
ſuffer, are neither the laſt, nor the molt 
grievous of your life: I have, indeed, 
reſtored, you to what you ſo ardently 


deſired, but take care it is not uſeleſs to 


you, and remember for ſome time your 
infernal Skimmer. Ah! perfidious 
'wretch, cried Tanzai, after what you 
have already done, what other diſaſters 


can you have in ſtore for me? At the 


ſame inſtant both the fairy and the pa- 
lace: diſappeared, and the prince, as 
much aſhamed of, as fatigued with his 
kind miſtreſs, found his cloaths, his 
Skimmer, and. his horſe in the ſame 
Foreſt where he had met with the fairy 
| and the kettle. 
WW — He dreſſed himſelf therefore in all 
haſte, and forming within himſelf a 
thouſand vain prejects, for the puniſh- 
ment of Cucumber and the owl, took 
again the road to Chechian, intirely diſ- 
poſed to be moſt ſtrictly faithful to Nea- 
darnè, ſince he ha d ſuch ill ſucceſs with 
his ſtolen pleaſures, 
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Cu Ar. XVIII. 
The leaſt diverting in the whole Book. 


Ws de the prince was work - 


ing theſe wondrous miracles, 
the people at Chechian were 
not in a much quieter ſituation, than he 
had been in Cucumber's palace. Sau- 
grenutio's affair made abundance of 
noiſe in the city, and the ſtates were 
ſummoned to meet. The king, ſenfi- 
bly affected with his ſon's misfortune, 
and thinking there would be no end to 
it till Saugrenutio had licked the Skim- 
mer, ſpared no pains to compel him to 
undergo this mortification. To this 
end he had gained over to his intereſt 
the patriarch himſelf, who both to oblige 
Cephaes, and to affront the high prieſt, 
with whom he had no good underſtand- 
ing, had promiſed the king to concur 
with all his deſigns. | 

Saugrenutio very well knew that he 
could expect no relief from the nobi- 
lity ; that body being devoted to the 

_ G 2 | per- 
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perſon of their ſovereign, both thro! 
policy and intereſt, would not undoubt. 
edly have oppoſed his ſentiments, on an 
occaſion wherein they would have claſh- 
ed, and that without any benefit to 
themſelves, with the majeſty of their 
prince. And the prieſts who expected 
promotion, only from their ſubmiſſion 
to the patriarch, took care not to be 
wanting in their complaiſance to him, 
on an occaſion where it might be like- 
wile ſerviceable to themſelves. The 
People, both ignorant and ſuperſtitious, 

ing uſed to look upon the decrees of 
the patriarch, as the decrees of the gods 
themſelves, would have feared drawing 
their anger down upon them, by taking 
Saugrenutio's part, in an affair wherein 
religion ſeemed concerned but indi- 
rectly. - 

What way then remained for the 


high prieſt to avert the deſtiny with 


which he was threatened ? Hated by 
the nobility, with whom his haughti- 


neſs had cauſed frequent diſputes z de- 


teſted by the prieſts, who were jealous 
of the rank he poſſeſſed ; and deſpiſed 
by the people, who were ſcandalized at 

. hear- 
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hearing him ſwear, and ſeeing him ſpend 
his time in writing ſongs. But which 
way was it poſſible for him to obey ? 
The ſhame of licking the Skimmer, 
the pain to which it would put him, the 
vexation of the king's triumphing over 
him, all theſe conſiderations agitated 


him by turns; and altho' he remained 


ſtedfaſt in the reſolution of not obey- 


ing, he did not ſee how he could reſiſt 
| againſt ſo powerful a combination, 


He was ſtill in an uncertainty what 
courſe to take, when the patriarch arriv- 


ed at court, having ſent before him a 


terrible decree, by which Saugrenutio 


vas condemned to lick the Skimmer: 
it concluded with a ſhort and brotherly 


exhortation to ſubmit, and not ſuffer 


| both the divine and human juſtice to ke 


armed againſt him. Saugrenutio, thun- 
derſtruck by this decree, was about to 


| fly for it, when the imprudence of the 


contrary party gave him freſh courage, 
The patriarch being diſſatisfied (whe- 
ther he had reaſon or no 1s uncertain) 
with the prieſts of Chechian, threatned 
to join them with their head, and force 
them alſo to lick the Skimmer: and as 
G 3 this 
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this patriarch was a man of violent tem- 
per, and very arbitrary in his com- 
mands, the prieſts began to be appre- 
henſive, and their common danger reu- 
nited them to Saugrenutio; 

They had a private meeting therefore 
at his houſe, wherein it was agreed to 
gain over as many as poſſible to their 
party. Theſe ſeditious wretches rightly 
judged, that in order to get the people 
on their ſide, it was neceſſary to make 
them believe the Skimmer became 2 
general affair, and that no-body in the 
kingdom would be exempted from lick 
ing it, not even his majeſty himſelf 


hbeſe reports ſoon wrought the effect, 


which thoſe who had fpread them a- 
broad expected; they met with people 
credulous enough to believe them, which 
ſtruck a terror, and at laſt reached the 
ears of the king himſelf. 

Cephaes was very much alarmed 
thereat ; he knew the patriarch's enter- 
33 temper: A hundred times be 

ad reaſon to complain of his inſolence, 
and as many times he had a mind to 
puniſh him for it. He thought it hard 
to leave, in a condition to injure the 
royal 
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royal dignity, a power which only ſub- 
fiſted by the protection of that autho- 
Tity which it ſtrove to weaken. He 
was incenſed at ſeeing the patriarchs owe 
their dignity to Kings, and yet continu» 
ally be wanting in their reſpect to them. 
But ſuperſtition rendered them venera- 
ble, Beſides, he thought it concerned 
him, not to deſtroy abfolutely an autho- 
rity, which accuſtoming his ſubjects to 
obey, rendered them more ſubſervient 
to his commands, and faithful to- their 
oaths. 
A people without religion will ſoon 

be without obedience : if they neither 
acknowledge, or ſtand in fear of any 
gods, human laws are ho longer any 
reſtraint upon them, they become their 
own legiflators ; their caprice is the 
only rule they go by; they only ſet up, 
in order to have the pleaſure of pulling 
down. Continually diſgufted with their 
own handy _ fond of novelty, they WM 
run perpetually from project to project : - ail 
fearleſs of what ary 8 We 4 
they abſolutely deſtroy the remembrance 
of the gods, or look upon their anger 
4: as 
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as ſomething ſo diſtant from them, that 

they hardly think it is to be dreaded. 
But a people who are governed by 
other maxims, ſubmiſſive to their kings, 
look upon them as a preſent from the 
deity; and never imagine they have 
liberty to judge them, or even to exa- 
mine the nature of their authority, or 
preſcribe any limits to it. But, on the 
other hand, when more ſuperſtitious 
than religious, more timorous than vir- 
tuous, and more credulous than enligh- 
tened, a miſtaken notion of religion 
will carry them a great way. More 
ſtruck with the external worſhip, than 
with the exiſtence of the deity z more 
obedient to his miniſters than to him- 
ſelf, they imagine them wronged when 
they have but juſtice done them; and 
the king, being the victim of the 2 
judices of his ſubjects, dares not deliver 
himſelf from ſlavery, for fear of excit- 
ing troubles wherein his perſon and 

dignity would be equally expoſed. 

Cephaes, convinced of the truth of 
theſe principles, had endeavoured, by 
little and little, to limit the too great 
power of the patriarch, and confine it 
wholly 
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wholly to ſpiritual duties: to keep his 
| capital from any cauſe of diſturbance, 
he had ſent the patriarch from court, 
| to the end that loſing ſight of this idol, 
he might be the leſs revered. Herein, 
| however, he was out in his politics : it is 
not prudent in a ſovereign, to remove 
from his perſon a ſubject who ſhares in 
| ſome meaſure his authority. The pa- 
triarch ſhined alone in the abode that 
was aſſigned him; at Chechian he was 
| eclipſed by the ſplendor of the throne z 
| and the ſubjects ſeeing him forced to do 
homage to the king, were ſenſible how 
much he was ſubordinate to him. Be- 
ſides, it was much eaſier to have an eye 
upon the fact ions he might have a mind 
to form; one ſingle look of the ſove- 
reign's might diſperſe them: whereas, 
when at a diſtance from the court, the 
patriarch took advantage of the peo- 
ple's credulity, and gained reputation to 
his cabals by the length of time which 

was neceſſary to overthrow them. 
 Cephaes did not in the leaſt doubt, 
conſidering the vexation he had given 
the patriarch, but he would endeavour 
to be revenged on him: nevertheleſs, 
G 5 he 
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he thought it very extraordinary, that 
he would puſh matters ſo far as to make 
him lick the Skimmer, The fairy Bar- 
| bacela had named only the high prieſt 
| for that honour, but that fairy did not 
appear: her order was but verbal, it 
might be variouſly interpreted, and ex- 
tended to others; in ſhort, he was ap- 
rehenſive of the worſt : he reſolved, 
owever, in caſe the honour of religion 
was made uſe of as a pretence, to revert 
upon the patriarch part of the affront he 
deſigned him, and oblige him to lick 
the Skimmer firſt. It will be eaſily 
believed, therefore, that when he again 
faw the patriarch, he looked vecy plea- 
_ - fantly upon him; the patriarch, on the 
other hand, looked as ſurly upon che 
King ; and the firſt fruits of Saugrenu- 
tio's ſtratagem was to ſow the ſeeds of 
diſeord between them, which could not 
fail of being advantagious to himſelf. 
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Trifles treated of too Jerioufly. . 
H E high prieſt eaſily perceived 
What confuſion reighed at court. 
Very well, Adſlife 
confederates, very well: Adſheart! we 
have them now. To-morrow the aſ- 
ſembly is to meet, but let us not behave 
unworthy of ourſelves. The poopie 
are all for us;. the women,. to whom I 
have given a monſtrous „ of 
the Skimmer, ſwear they will never 
obey. | ö 
threats; courage alone will be ſufficient 


to enable you to brave all; none but 


the faint-hearted are ever inſulted. 


Beſides, of what are we afraid? The 
prince is not returned; and the Skim- 


mer Which is gone with him, may per- 


haps never be ſeparated from him: who. 


knows even whether we may ever ſee 
him 
amongſt themſelves, can no, longer 


| ſaid he to his 


Be not afraid then of frivolous: 
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again? Our enemies, at variance 


bring any of their deſigns againſt us to- 
« . bear, 
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bear, wholly taken up with ſtanding 
-upon their guard againſt each other, their 
mutual diſtruſt will prove our ſafety. 
Come on, gentlemen, let us drink about, 
continued he, and heaven protect us: 
perhaps, during the ſlight repaſt I have 
ordered to be prepared for you, it may 
inſpire us with ſome wholeſome reſolu- 
tions. 

At theſe words the prieſts ſat down 
to ſupper very devoutly : and as Sau- 
grenutio never came to a reſult but over 
a bottle, they continued at it a conſi- 
derable time, Out of decency how- 
ever, they broke up about morning; 
and every one of the gueſts went home, 
with heavy eyes, and a tottering gate, 
after having promiſed the high prieſt to 
ſecond him heartily in his deſigns, 

Such was the diſpoſition of the minds 
of the aſſiſtants when the aſſembly met. 
Saugrenutio appeared there with a reſo- 
Jute countenance. The patriarch opened 
the ſeſſion with a ſpeech full of bom- 
baſt, which was never a jot the better 
for having been prepared long before- 

hand. Brother, faid he to Saugrenutio, 
with an affectionate air, when heaven 

3 | « Ed bars ſpeaks, 
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ſpeaks, it is in vain to ſtop our ears 
againſt its voice. Your oppoſition to 
its decrees will render you highly crimi- 
nal, and force us to employ againſt you 
the authority wherewith it has inveſted 
us. The loſs of your dignity is the 
leaſt puniſhment to which we ſhall con- 
demn you. Who can even foreſee, to 
what ſeverities this heavenly voice will 
tranſport us, againſt a miniſter who is 
diſobedient to 1ts commands. May it 
pleaſe, however, cried he, may it pleale 
the ſupreme ape, who receives every 
day your incenſe, to enlighten your 
heart! May he touch your obdurate 
ſoul, and defer his vengeance! Diſarmed 
by the ardent prayers we all make for 
your preſervation, may he vouchſafe to 
incline you to give a neceſſary example 
of an entire ſubmiſſion to his orders! 
Come, purſued he, with an air of af- 
fliction, let us report the caſe, and pre- 

pare things for a ſpeedy hearing. 
Hereupon the e aroſe, and re- 
lated with the moſt ſcrupulous exactneſs, 
at the hazard of being thought tedious, 
the hiſtory of the Skimmer; wherein 
the fairy Barbacela's order, to make the 
by | high 
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high prieſt lick it, was exaggerated ra- 
ther than forgotten. During thisr eci- 
tal, which was ſomewhat long, Saugre- 
nutio, and his adherents, confirmed 
each other in their reſolution of dil. 

obeying. | 
It was hardly finiſhed, when the pa- 
eriarch got up, and whiſpered the king, 
as if he had been going to aſk his opi- 
nion. In good earneſt, ſaid his majeſty, 
do you think he will obey ? Yes, an- 
ſwered the patriarch, and he ſhall not 
be the only one. The king then ima- 
gined the patriarch had looked at him, 
and that it was him he meant. How! 
aid he, in a paſſion, ſhall he not be the 
only one? He is the only perſon, how- 
ever,. that was enjoined: it here: You 
would not pretend to make me lick the 
Skimmer, would you? Fie, fie, re- 
ſamed the patriarch, Nevertheleſs, that 
' would not be amiſs, replied he; and if 
you were to ſhew them the example, 
your ſubjects could no longer have any 
thing to ſay againſt it. But my ſubjects 
have nothing to do with this affair, 
anſwered the king; and I have already 
told you that it only concerned Saugre- 
| | nutio. 
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nutio. Your majeſty is pleaſed to be- 
lieve fo, replied the patriarch ; but the 
Skimmer is of ſuch a nature, that it 
becomes a myſtery, and an object of 
veneration; it is no longer an affair that 
regards only one particular perſon. Oh! 
juſt as you pleaſe for that, . reſumed Ce- 
phaes, but, however, don't bring. me 
into the ſcrape. We ſhall conſider it 
more at leiſure, ſaid the patriarch : ne- 
vertheleſs, your majeſty ſhall be left at 
liberty to act as you think fit in that 
reſpect : then turning to Saugrenutio,, 
he adviſed him to obey. 

My lord, anſwered the high prieſt, I 
will never do it. Since then, faid the 
patriarch, with a ſorrowful air, ſince 
this rebel is reſolved til] ro perſiſt in 
his diſobedience, we declare him to 
have forfeited all his dignities; and we 
command him to reſign into the hands. 


of the king, the bear · ſæin breeches, and 


into our own hands, the duck-ſkin man- 
tle, with the tiara of marble paper, with 
which our munificence had honoured 
him before his perverſion. And you, 
continued he, addreſſing himſelf to the 
other prieſts, make a good uſe of this 
example, 


* 
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example, and by a ready obedience, with 


relation to the Skimmer, prevent the 
ſeverity of our decrees, 


At theſe words a thouſand confuſed 


noiſes were Hard; but the king and 
the patriarch went immediately out of 
the embly, after having ordered an 
authentic draught to be made of their 
reſolutions, 

The nobility were ik within 
themſelves at the mortification of the 
prieſts, when Saugrenutio roſe up and 
thus broke ſilence : The conſternation 
you behold me in, gentlemen, proceeds 
not ſo much from the affront offered 
me, as from my concern at my misfor- 


tune, in being a witneſs to the violation 


of all our laws. It is fled! that happy 
time when innocence found an aflured 
remedy againſt oppreſſion ; the remem- 
brance we yet retain of it, ſerves only to 
increale our griefs, and our lamentations 
are unavailing to recall it! Given up 
to ſlavery, ſince we tamely bear it, and 
diſpoſed for ſuffering the mortifications 
that are put upon us, we have no other 
way to excuſe ourſelves in the eyes of 
the world, but by entirely loſing the 

remem- 
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remembrance of our former glory. 
Alas! of what uſe would it be to us, 
but to render our preſent haſeneſs more 
blame-worthy. Behold#-rhen thoſe 
haughty Chechianians, wiipſe reputation 
filled every corner of the univerſe]! Be- 
hold this ſo famous peoptet A vile 
Skimmer now makes this race of heroes 
tremble! | 

Priſtine defenders of the fate, per- 
ſued he, addreſſing himſelf to the nobi- 
lity, it is not of you that I implore re- 
lief: the abject condition wherein I 
| behold you, ſufficiently informs me of 
your meanneſs of ſpirit, Bend you 
under the yoke of tyranny, you are not 
worthy of enjoying liberty : but burn 
then theſe celebrated records, which 
have tranſmitted down to you the glo- 
rious actions of your anceſtors, I ex- 
hort you not to ſet before your eyes their 
glorious examples; they who don't 
bluſh at ſubmitting to ſlavery, deſerve 
not to know that ever men were free. 

It is reſerved for you then, ſacred 
miniſters! it is reſerved for you alone, 
to putan end to injuſtice, What have 
ve to fear? And ſuppoſing we 3 
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fink under the attempt, ought death it- 


ſelf to terrify us more, than a life con- 
demned to be lingered out under an 
abject eternaſ inſamy? Let us revenge 
the honour A our altars: let us give 
this nationexamples of a courage which 
may turn to their advantage. Let us 


die, if it be neceſſary, but let us die like 


citizens: and being uſeful to our coun- 
try, even to our laſt moments, let us at 
leaſt ſhew them how every one may 
deliver himſelf from bondage. Perpe- 
tual victims to the patriarch's ambition, 
we only live to ſee our affronts conti- 


mually repeated. For what ſervice will 


it be to us to flatter ourſelves? And 
with what hopes can we feed ourſelves 
without raſhneſs? Is there any room 
for us to believe that he will not attempt 
to impaſe upon us any farther ? Is this 
the firſt time that the kingdom of Che- 
Chian has ſuffered by the machinations. 


of the patriarchs? Open our hiſtory, 


ana without feeking for more odious 
tranſactions, let us only remember the 


diſturbances cauſed fix hundred years 
ago by the patriarch KI ROHA-TA- 


ucgA, when. he would have onde K 
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Propoſed any ſcandalous opinions; 2 


_ flattered ourſelves, alas! that this tran- 


TANZ AI and NEADARNE. 139 
kiſs the Tail of a Magpye. How 
many wars were kindled, a century af- 
terwards, by the inſtitution of ſquare 
Whiſkers, under the patriarch Ousou- 
cho? What miſchief did not the ob- 
ſtinacy of Riu Achte produce, when 
he would have aboliſhed the Sacred 
Toadſtool? 

At laſt this nation, after the moſt 


cruel ſeditions, began to recover breath. 


the patriarchs more enlightened, ſub- 
miſſive to the laws, and more ſenſible 
of the honour of religion, no longer 


purer ſun gave us light. Undiſturbed, 
under the protection of our altars, we 


quility would be durable; but oh 
2 gods! what an aſtoniſhing revo- 
ution ! and upon what is it founded ? 
A fairy brings a Skimmer; the prince 
affirms, that my ſwallowing of it is of 
the utmoſt importance to him, after 
that it has been in the mouth of the 
moſt odious old hag in the univerſe. 
This, he ſays, is a poſitive order which 
he has received from this fairy. His: 
marriage cannot be happy, without the 
| Per- 
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performance of this ceremony. How- 
ever, more watchful of not acting con- 
trary to the dignity of the rank I pol- 
ſels, than of my own private intereſts, 
I refuſed to comply. The prince is 
afflifted' with a diſaſter of a very ex- 
traordinary nature, which is imputed to 
me as a crime. A patriarch pronounces 
an unjuſt decree; yet more, the aſſem- 
bly of the ſtates is ſummoned to con- 
demn me; the moſt iniquitous ſentence 
in the world is paſt upon me, and not 
content with diſgracing me, they carry 

their inſolence ſo far as to the whole 
prieſthood, whom they would likewile 
compel to lick the Skimmer. 

In ſhort, all the orders of the king- 
dom are involved in my diſgrace. A- 
las! how came they joined in the ſame 
premunire as myſelf? Granting that! 
were obliged to lick the Skimmer, was 
it neceſſary they ſhould do it likewiſe? 
The prince named me alone. Belides, 
let them ſhew Barbacela's order: a 
thing of this conſequence ought to have 


been ſupported by indiſputable proots : 


ift the prince's bare word gains credit ſo 
eaſily, freſh whims may come . an 
ea 
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head every day, and how do I know, 
at _ what they won't oblige us to 
lick! e 
But ſuppoſing, at preſent, that I were 
willing to obey, where 1s this Skimmer ? 
The prince and that are faſt joined toge- 
ther, and where muſt we go to find 
them ? Beſides, what crime ſhould I 
commit in waiting his return? Never- 
theleſs, I am diſhonoured, I am de- 
poſed, and the badges of my dignity 
are taken from me. But ſtill more 
happy in loſing all, than in obeying 3 
| bleſs the gods for the courage with 
which they have inſpired me, more illuſ- 
trious in my retirement, than I ſhould 
be in poſſeſſing ſhamefully the ho- 
nours whereof they have deprived me, 
at leaſt I ſhall not be a witneſs to the 
ſlavery of my countrymen. | 

For, flatter not yourſelves, continued 
he, addreſſing himſelf to the nobility, 
your criminal complaiſance will not 
ſave you from the Skimmer. I am not 
inſenſible, but even ſhudder to ſee that 
more exaſperated at the diſputes you 
have had with us, than moved with the 
affront offered to religion, you find a 
lecret 
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ſeecret pleaſure in the misfortune that 


-overwhelms us. Ah! let us rather unite 
together. Be convinced, at laſt, that 
we are all threatened with the ſame dan- 


ger; and if no other conſideration can 


affect you, let that of your own honour 
. you under the glorious ſtruggle, 
enerous Chechianians! there are 
two misfortunes in ſlavery, which ine- 
vitably follow one another; the firſt is, 
the groaning under it; and the other, 
even when the firſL, no longer ſubſiſts, is 
the remembrance of one's ſhame. Ah! 
recall your courage; break the chains 
that are impoſed upon you; they will 
fall off of courſe when you reſolve no 
longer to couch under them. Affronts 
are offered to none but ſuch as are be- 
lieved capable of ſuffering, without en- 
deavouring to reſent them. We are 
ſurrounded with misfortunes even at pre- 
ſent, and a magnanimous reſolution a- 
lone can ſave us from the new mortifi- 
cations that are preparing for us. Let 
us ſhake off this odious yoke, under 
which we have ſo long truckled ! Let 
+ theſe people, who have been witneſſcs 
to the affroms offered us, be fo likewiſe 

32 2 to 
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o the revenge we take for them! We 
ſhall be feared as ſoon as we deſire ſo to 
be. Let us obliterate theſe injurious 
decrees, dictated by malice and injuſ- 
tice; I will be anſwerable for the ſuc- 
cels, Of what are not men capable, 
when they fight for their gods, and for 

their liberties? 
Saugrenutio having thus ſaid, the 
ates, who were before agreed to con- 
demn him, are divided in their ſenti- 
ments; various opinions ariſe, The 
moſt ſuperſtitious, moved by Saugre- 
nutio's ſpeech, begin to believe that the 1 
gods are really concerned in this affair; 
accordingly they go over to his ſide, © 
and cry, that he muſt have a rehear- 1 

ing: on the other hand, the partizans 
of the King, and the patriarch, main- 
tain that the high prieſt has been fairly 
ried, and infiſt upon having the act 
paſſed which condemns both him and 
he reſt of the prieſts. 
| The diſpute grows hot, and the aſ- 
embly breaks up. The people, in- 
ormed of what paſſed, and fearing to 
e involved in the ſame mortification 
hemſelves, declare for Saugrenutio + 
an 
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and the patriarch being apprehenſive of 
a general inſurrection, ſutpends his in- 
dignation, and grants the high prieſt a 
farther time to comply : whilſt the lat- 
ter, ſatisfied with having defered his 
ruin, imagines he has eſcaped the dan. 
ger, truſting that, during the troubles 
that were ariſing, they would be afraid Wit 
of attacking him; that till the affair of I 
the Skimmer was decided, he could no Was 
more be moleſted on that head, and that, V 
in all probability, it would be a morti- he 
fication that would not fall on him, but Wth: 


his ſucceſſor. thi 

he 

55 eee eee eee ful 
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| T be Prince returns to Chechian, If 


HECHIAN was {till dil- N co 
turbed with theſe broils, when ch. 
Tanzai ſet out on his return thi- W me 
ther. What account ſhall I give of my th; 
travels? ſaid he to himſelf. Shall I con- thi 
feſs to Neadarne that it was in Cucum- ¶ be 
ber's arms I was reſtored to myſelf! ſto 
Aker what manner ſhall [ acquaint i ; 
wit 
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wih a circumſtance ſo mortify ing to 
her love? Will ſhe think I ought to 
be pitied? Could ſhe have hoped for 
any indulgence from me, if the ſame 
thing had befallen her? But ſhe knows 
of what nature my misfortune was, and 
when I give her convincing proofs that 
it is remedied, can I avoid telling her 
which way my cure was effected? A- 
las! How great would be her grief! 
With what forrow ſhould I overwhelm 
her, to inform her of all the thoughts 
that poſſeſſed my mind ! It ſhe knew 
that my heart had beea unfaithful to 
her, and that, for ſome minutes, wholly 
full of the idea of another, I not only 
gave way to, but even run to meet the 
misfortune that was prepared for me: 
If ſne could forgive me my having 
paſſed a night in Cucumber's arms, 
could ſhe pardon my having imagined 
that any one beſides herſelf could make 
me happy? Ahl, let me conceal my 
ſhame from Chechian; let me appear 
there again in ſtatu quo, but let it never 
be known by what remedy I was re- 
ſtored. f 
"Whilſt Tanzai was thus arguing with 
WIS H  hirgſelf, 
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himſelf, he drew near to his own domi. 
nions, and at laſt beheld again the 6 
much deſired walls of Chechian, aft 
having been abſent from thence al mo 
three months. He was ſcarce ſeen t 
appear, before the great ſackbuts gay: 
notice thereof to the people; their illi. 
minations, huzzas; and moſt extravi- 
gant tranfports, informed the king that 
the prince had again entered the city. 
' Neadarne, ſeized with the moſt tends it 
emotion, ſwooned away for joy. Ste an 
was {till in that condition, when Ce- © 
| — brought Tanzai to falute het. 70 
The pleaſure he felt on fering her again, tt 
gave way for a while to the fear he was 
10'of tofing her. Neadarné! my dear be 
_ Neadarne! cried he. Ah! was I only * 
to find you again to be tortured with m 
the dread of beholding your death? 
Cruel fairy! was this the misfortune WM P. 
with which you threatened me ? At al 
laſt Neadarne, at the voice and reitirated iſ f 
kiſſes of her ſpouſe, opened her eyes, la 
and, embracing him in her turn, 0 t 
Tanzai! O joy of my life! ſaid ſhe, 8 
do I again ſet eyes on you? How many 
tears has your abſence coſt me? Alas! I 7 
. | | nothing 
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nothing but the pleaſure of your re- 
oF turn can equal the grief your depar- 
„ure has cauſed me. 

They would never have done with 
0 


looking tenderly on each, other, and 
with their tranſports, if the king, impa- 
tient to know how it was with the prince, 
had not interrupted them. Sir, ſaid 
Tanzai, this Skimmer, faſtened again 
to my button-hole, may aflure you that 
it no longer incommodes me; and I 
am the moſt deceived in the world, if 
the princeſs, when examined to- mor- 
row, will not ſatisfy you , agreeably of 
the reſt. | 3 
The king was juſt going to enquire 
how that miracle had been wrought, 
when the courtiers entered the apart- 
ment thro? their impatience to ſee Tan- 
zai again, not ſuffering them to defer 
pay ing him their homage. Saugrenutio 
alſo made his appearance there with 
them, not that he was actuated by the 
lame deſire, but only to know whether 
the prince, by chance, had not loſt his 
mer. 2 
He turned pale on ſeeing it again, and 
Tanzai could not put ſuch a conſtraint 
br e upon 
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upon himſelf as to give him a good 
reception, He ſtill attributed to hi 
refulal all the misfortunes which had 
befallen him; and the laſt of all having 
touched him more ſenſibly than the ret, 
he had reſolved, ſooner or later, to hay: 
him ſeverely puniſhed for it. It wa 
with deſign to put this in execution, 
that, before him, he enquired what hat 
paſſed, and aſked whether a rebeliou 
ſubject ſhould not at leaſt be chaſtiſed 
The king having informed him wha 
had paſſed in the aſſembly, aſſured hin 
of Saugrenutio's obedience z3 but the 
high prieſt, very much diſpleaſed wit 
this diſcourſe, went immediately away, 
fully fatisfied that his majeſty would be 
vaſtly miſtaken in his reckoning. The 
- couriers being ſoon diſmiſſed after him, 

Cephaes and the new married pair fup- 
ped together in private. 

Now that we are at liberty, ſon, ſaid 
the king, let us hear the hiſtory d 
your diſenchantment. It is very ſingy 
lar, anſwered the prince with an air o 
confuſion, and you will, undaubtedly, 
be vaſtly ſurprized, when you are told 
chat all this great work was the effect c 

* N 
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a dream only, Of a dream! cried the 
king amazed; what did the ape mean 

then, and to what end did he make you 

travel? You would have ſlept full as 
well here as elſewhere ; but tell us a 

little what this dream was. Sir, faid he, 

and you, madam, after having travelled 

over ſeveral vaſt regions, I came at laſt 
o a foreſt, 

Then he related, without the leaſt 
ariation, the adventure of the fairy 
and the kettle, After leaving the fairy, 


m purſued he, I was overcome with an 
ne ertreme deſire to ſleep. Not being 
g ble to get the better of it, I laid me 
„on at che foot of a tree. As I was 


holly taken up with the thoughts of 
hat had befallen me, it. would have 
deen ſtrange if my imagination, healed 
here with, had not made it the object of 
s operations. 

Theſe thoughts debe a dream, 8 
n the diſorder of which, methought L 
as tranſported to a magnificent palace, 
where owls ſpoke, and I was received 
ith the utmoſt ſplendor, . Methought 
W there, beheld Cucumber, who, as a“ 
of en for the injury done her with 
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the Skimmer, deſired me paſſionately to 
paſs the night with her. 

They ſay very true, who aver, that 
ih our ſleep we are ſo little in our own 
power, that the moſt odious object in 
the world will get the better of our 
| averſion. Cucumber aſſured me this 
was the only thing which could alleviate 
her reſentment; wherefore, after the 
moſt violent ſtruggle between my love 
for you, and my averſion for her, our 
mutual mtereft made me at laſt yield to 
her defires. In ſhort, I :waked full of 
horror, but at the ſame time could not 

help being tranſported with joy, when 

it was impoſſible for me to doubt of my 

recovery. | A 

My Jord, ſaid Neadarne, then inter- 
rupting him, this dream hangs very well 
together, and its effect ſeems to me ad: 
mirable: Are you ſure it was only an 
illuſion? Which way is it poſſible to 
doubt it, anfwered the prince, when, on 
my waking, I found "myſelf at the foot 
of the fame tree where I fell afteep ? But, 
princeſs, continued he, it is late; my 
father has had much ado to refrain from 
fleeping; he ought to beſtow upon his 


repoſe 
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repoſe the moments he ſpends with us; 
and I know not whether the whole 
night will be long enough to give me 
time to tell you every thing that con- 
cerns us. I had forgot that, ſaid the 
king; go, children, God keep you 
from the fairies. The prince, after 
having bid his father good- night, took 
up Neadarne- in his arms, and carried 
ther to her apartment, where they ſhut 
themſelves in, to taſte thoſe pleaſures of 
which an account will be given in the 


third part of this moſt authentic hiſtory. 


| - + perience inthe poſſeſſion of a bliſs, after 


Tanzai and Neadarve 


— 


— 
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wg CHAP. TI. . 
Which makes it evident that we ought 
not to depend on any Thing. 


| H E prince, amidſt the ardours 

| of his paſſion, and the agitations 

| of the ſharpeſt impatience, ima- 
gined his misfortunes were all ended by 
the approach of the happy momen, 
when the lovely Neadarne ' was to be 
conſigned to his arms. Her preſence 
not only kindled in his ſoul thoſe de- 
fires that animate a lover, when he 
gazes on the object he adores, but like- 
wiſe awaked in him thoſe extatic crav- 
ings, and all the ſoft ſollicitude we ex- 
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a ſeries of diſaſters that made us appre- 
998 of loſing it for ever. But whilſt 
he indulged the warmth of his tranſ- 
ports, the. recollection of that firſt night 
which rendered him ſo . unhappy, al- 
larmed him with a dread, leſt the ſecond 
ſhould be | equally fatal to his deſires. 
The menaces of Cucumber revived in 
his mind; and the leſs able he was to 
concei ve 'the manner in which ſhe in- 
tended to inflict her vengeance upon 
him, the more formidable ſhe appeared 
to his! imagination. Sometimes he would 
ſwear, tho' very moderately, at Barba- 
cela. Theſe, 1aid he, are the effects 1 
derive from her protection: ſhe pre- 
ſented me with a Skimmer, and aſſured 


me it would prove the beſt expedient for 


illuding thoſe calamities the fates were 


Preparing for me, when at the ſame 


time, it is the only fource of thoſe thar 


overwhelm me. Had it not been for 
her, I ſhould never have exaſperated old 


Cucumber; and when I was reduced to 
luch a deplorable condition, inſtead of 
relieving me, as I expected, ſhe has 


thought fit 10 diſappear. I muſt con- 


ily, her manner ot protecting me is 


5 very. 
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We! extraordinary, indeed, and J ſup- 
poſe "(he will come and offer me her 
compliments, when I have no longer 
any occaſion for her aſſiſtance. 
He made all theſe reflections while 
the princeſs was undreſſing, and thought 
fo much of fairies, that he at laſt remem- 
bered 'the fairy who formerly appeared 
to him at the kettle, and immediately 
ran to his cloſet, to ſee if ſhe had been 
ꝓunctual to her promiſe, with reſpect 
to the ſalutary water. The reader may 
eaſily imagine what opinion he enter- 
rained of her integrity, when he found 
thirty bottles of that excellent liquor. 
His firſt teſolution was to drink off 
one at leaſt. But no, ſaid he the next 
moment, when I am once with my 
amiable Neadarne, her charms will at- 
ford me all the aid I can poſſibly need; 
and yet, continued he, the efficacy of 
this water, in cunjunct ion with my pal- 
ſion, muſt certainly be productive of 
wonderful effects; and if it ſhould hap- 
pen to be a ſuper fluity, how many la- 
dies would be well pleaſed to experience 
ſuch a ſingularity? Beſides, when |! 
have acquainted Neadarné wich the fe- 
e e cret, 
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cret, ſhe will certainly eſteem herſelf 
the more on that account; and it is al- 
ways prudent to inſpire a woman we 
love, with fayourable ſentiments of her 
charms, ſince we ſhall be ſure to gain 


ſome advantages by that proceeding e 


whatever Neadarne may have ſaid to 


me, and as indifferent as ſhe is pleaſed 


to ſeem. to thoſe pleaſures that ſhe treats 
as if they were indecent, J am perſuaded 
ſhe will entertain a different opinion to- 
morrow. Theſe reaſons had ſuch a 
prevailing effect upon him, that he 
emptied the bottle he had opened, and 


then returned to the apartment of the 
princeſs, as her women were retiring. 
Neadarne expected him with a lan- 


guiſhing ſoftneſs, and Tanzat was too 
impatient for the bliisful ed tan x 
make her wait long. I 

had already been fo accuſtomed to be 


folded in his arms, that ſhe now ſuffered 


her tenderneſs to prevail over her vir- 
gin modeſty, and, with the warmeſt 
glow of tranſport, reſigned all her 
charms to her lover, who was more diſ- 
ordered than herfelf, and did not conſi- 
der them with ſuch an air of amuſement 


he princeſs 
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as he indulged the firſt night. Love 


inſpired them with ſuch tender careſſes 


„ as left them deſtitute of the faculty of 


ſpeech, and ſcarce allowed a paſſage to 
their gentle _ ſighs. Tanzai, amidſt 
theſe joys, was ſollicitous for thoſe that 
were ſtill more rapturous, and each of 
them reſigned themſelves to the pleaſing 
intoxication, with ſuch an amorous 
frenzy, as enchanted them with its in- 
creaſe. Tanzai was rather flattered than 
ſurprized at the plaintive cries of Nea- 
. darne, and the reſiſtance he experienced; 
and, notwithſtanding all her ſollicita- 


tions and tears, he was only attentive to 


the completion of his triumph, and 
would have continued inflexible in his 
purpoſe, if the princeſs had not fainted 
in ſuch a manner as allarmed him be- 
yond expreſſion. But, as much diſcon- 
<certed as he was by this accident, he 
omitted nothing that he imagined would 
contribute to her relief; and ſhe at laſt 
recovered from her trance, tho' with 
infinite difficulty. The account ſhe 
gave the prince of the pains ſhe had 
endured, and the extraordinary emotion 
with which ſhe aſſured him * 8 

5 oun 
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found herſelf affected, obliged him to 
form a judgment of the affair by his 
eyes. But what pen can repreſent his 
affliction, when he no longer diſcovered 
the leaſt trace of that particular beauty 
in Neadarne, in which he was moſt 
intereſted at that moment ? The change 
in that inchanting ſeat of pleaſure was 
ſo extremely ſingular, that no one can 
think the prince's aſtoniſhment unnatural. 
Neavarne obſerving his confuſion, in- 
treated him to acquaint her with the 
cauſe z but Tanzai, inſtead of making 
her any reply, conveyed her hand where 
his eyes were fixed. O heaven! cried 
ſhe, has this deteſtable fairy avenged 
herſelf on me to? Ah! my deareſt 
prince, under what ſtars has our union 
been found? But how was it poſſible for 
this. misfortune to happen? Deareſt 
Neadarne, ſaid the prince, there was fo 
little required, for the accompliſhment 
of ſuch an effect, that I can never won- 
der at the fairy's power in this particu- 
lar, Wretch that I am! continued he, 
muſt our happineſs then be defeated by 
eternal obſtacles; and am I to be for 
ever * of the felicity of enjoy- 


ing 
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ing you ? But, as you have obtained a 
remedy for your dilaſter, replied Nea- 
darne, why ſhould mine be incurable ? 
I am willing, ſaid Tanzai, to indulge a 
hope, that you may poſſibly be re- 
lieved; but can you calm my preſent 
tortures, with the faint proſpect of a 
diſtant bleſſing? Shall T'only advance 
ſo often to the verge of felicity, to be 
rendered more ſenſible of the impoſſi- 
bility of acquiring it? Ah, prince, re- 
turned Neadarne, do you imagine [ 
have no ſhare in an accident of this 
nature! Does not my tendernefs make 
it more fatal to me than perhaps it may 
prove to you? Can you believe I am 
not ſufficiently ſenſible that our delights 
are extinguiſhed by the ſevereſt impe- 
diments, fince my love can refuſe you 
nothing, and yours can only offer that 
for your felicity, which is now defective. 
Ihe reſt of the night was paſt party 
in converſation, and partly in unavail. 
ing experiments. The princeſs was 
unable to conceive how that which was 
offered to her view by the prince, could 
formerly diſappear in the manner it dic; 
and the prince, who remembered N 

| | N ca- 
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Neadarnẽ had permitted him to ſee, 
was Overwhelmed with deſpair, to find 
no remains of ſuch an amiable object, 


and employed his utmoſt endeavours to 


fruſtrate Cucumber's revenge. The wa- 
ter of health which he had drank, with 
an expectation of employing it to a 
better purpoſe, produced miraculous 
effects; and if the princeſs had not 
condeſcended to aſſiſt him, as well as 
her inexperience would permit her, he 
undoubtedly would have ſuffered / ſome 
unpleaſing circumſtances by the plenti- 
ful draught he had taken, eſpecially as 
he did not imagine there could be any 
reſource for him, in the cruel ſituation 


to which he was reduced. A 23 


One remarkable particular was, that 
Tanzai, who had been afflifted beyond 
meaſure at his own misfortune, was 
much more moderate in his grief for 
Neadarne's diſaſter. He adored her, 


without doubt, but he had likewiſe thoſe 


motives for conſolation, which he did 


not enjoy the firſt time. He was deter- 
mined to cheriſh his paſſion for her, tho? 
he ſhould continue uſeleſs to him as 


long as ſhe lived; but it was ho little 


ſatis- 
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ſatisfaction to him that he had it in his 
power to be unfaithful, and that the 
princeſs could not impute his conſtancy 
to any natural inability of being other- 
wile. Thoſe ſentiments were extremely 
delicate, and I am not certain whether 
he would not have found their execution 
difficult in the event. Neadarne in the 
mean time, was overwhelmed with a 
deſpair that became viſible, notwith- 
ſanding all her endeavours to conceal 


it. Ot what importance, ſaid, ſhe to 


herſelf, will my fidelity be to the prince, 
and what obligation will he think him- 
ſelf under to me, for loving none but 
himſelt? Who can give me any, reaſon 
to be certain, that ſo many unfavourable 
events will not incline him to forſake 
me, and that he will not make me 
anſwerable for the malice of the abomi- 
nable Cucumber? What a wretched 
ſtate, alas, is mine! When I was even 
in a condition to gratify his tendernels, 
I was apprehenſive of the extinction of 
- his paſhon; I have ſufficient,; reaſon 
therefore to tremble at preſent, Jeſt ſo 
many obſtacles that have been created 
him, thould deprive me of his heart. | 
"* 62 T hey 
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ſuch thoughts as theſe, when the day 
began to appear: and the prince being 
unwilling that the people ſhould be 
acquainted with this new calamity, re- 
ſolved to go and conſult with his father, 
the. proper expedients for diſenchanting 
the princeſs. F | 


CEE 
Char I. CE I 
In what manner the Prince was. 


chagrined. 


o 


BY 


HE king was ſtill in a profound 
8 flecep; when the prince drew his 
curtains. Ah double ape! cried 
the old monarch, why are you here at. 
ſuch an early hour? Are you a proper 
perſon to wake me this morning; and 
why have you left Neadarne ? Reſume 
your place immediately, —— My 
place is very delightful, indeed, inter- 
rupted the prince, and had you been in 
my condition, you would perhaps have 
riſen earlier than myſelf. Are you 
then diſſatisfied with the princeſs, re- 
T2 plwGKwied 


They were ſtill embarraſſed with 
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plied the king; as well as ſhe has been 
educated, I confeſs ſne may be a little 
unexperienced. By alli the bairs on the 
ſacred tail! eried the impatient prince, 
the affair is of a different nature: Nea- 
darne is nothing at all, and what I am 
is inſignificant to her. The gate of joy 
is for ever cloſed. O heavens! what 


do you tell me! replied the king; let 


us immediately aſſemble the council. 


Ah, my royal father! faid the prince, 


what can the council fay to an affair of 
this nature? Your" ſecretary. will be for 
making inciſions, and Saugrenutio will 
order us to conſult the ape, which indeed 
ſeems to be the propereſt courſe of the 
two. But it will be ſufficient if we con- 
ſule this ape in private, for I have no 
inclination to publiſn my misfortune to 
allthe world, which would only expole 
us to the public. .derifton. Let us ac- 


come incognito to the temple. The 
firſt oracle we received, encourages us 
to have a recourſe to a ſecond. Tho 
Iſhall not be much pleaſed if it orders 
Neadarne to undergo the ſame: opera- 
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And wherein would you be injured, re- 
plied the monarch, ſhould Neadarne 
have ſuch a dream as yours? Let us 
caſt about to prevent it, however, re- 
joined the prince; and J am perſuaded 
the whole affair might be happily con- 
cluded, could we -only en Sau- 
grenutio to lick the Skimmer. But alas! 
how ſhall we be able to perſuade him? 
He is reſolved to be inflexible, and we 
are prohibited from treating him with 
any violence. 

Saugrenutio, whom the king had or- 
dered to be ſent for, entered the apart- 
ment, and Cucumber had been ſo induſ- 
trious, as to difate to him the oracle he 
was to utter, The prince therefore 
might have ſpared himſelf the pains of 
acquainting him, as he did, with the 
circumſtances of the fact. Saugrenutio, 
when he had heard all the particulars, 
thought adviſable to proceed immedi - 
ately to the temple, becauſe the ape 
never uttered his oracles in the city. 
They immediately complied with his 
intimation, and when the uſual ceremo- 
nies were over in the temple, the ape 
delivered this oracle in proſe, that it 
might be more intelligible. The 


that will never happen. Excellent in- 


* 
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f 


be princeſs will never be reſtored 10 
her former ſtate, till the great Genius 
CHAWMOLE all have treated ber a- 
greeable to his ſacred pleaſure. 


#4. FS 


His ſacred pleaſure ! cried the prince, 
in a tranſport of rage, I am of opinion 


deed, ſaid the king; you are always 
mighty careful to allarm yourſelf,, You 
| behaved in the very ſame manner be- 
fore your laſt departure, and yet what 
injury did you ſuſtain ? Do you know 
What will be the genius's pleaſure ? But 
ſhould it happen to prove as you ſuſ- 
pect, would it not be better for you to 
ſubmit to it, than to | ſee NeMarne for 
ever in her preſent condition? Belicve 
me, ſir, it would not be better, replied 
- the prince; and I had rather, once for 
all, that her charms ſhould be for ever 
uſeleſs to me, than conſent to have them 
qualified for my deſires, by the arms of 
another. Falſe delicacy of thought 
cried Saugrenutio: Is not the event the 
very ſame, while you deprive yourſelf 
of a real felicity thro the apprehenſion 
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of an imaginary evil! 'Bowels of the 
ape! exclaimed Tanzai, concern your- 
ſelf with your own affairs: if your 
concubine, the prieſteſs, were only to 
be ſent to the place where you would 
diſpatch my wite, you would, perhaps, 
be as much exaſperated as myſelf. No, 
more of theſe clamorous ſonnds, ſaid 
the king, but let me know who this 
Chawmole may be, for I think I never 
heard him mentioned before. He is a 
very potent genius, replied Saugrenutio, 
and nearly related to Cucumber, whoſe 
quarrel undoubtedly he has eſpouſed. 
He is of a very amorous complex1on, 
and the iſland of Junquil, where he 
uſually reſides, is no more than a ſera- 
glio of the fineſt women in the univerſe, 
All thoſe of the ſex that have any af- 
fairs to tranſact with him, are obli 
to paſs a night, at leaſt, in his palace. 

What they do there, is indeed unknown; 
but if we may believe all the ladies 
who return from thence, he is the moſt 
t! {MW oliging genius upon the face of the 
ne earth. Your majeſty is a proper judge 
what credit they are entitled to; the 
ns huſbands, however, have the ſatisfac- 
ol tion 
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tion of continuing always in doubt, 
which is a favourable circumſtance in a 
caſe of this nature; I own it to be 
ſome comfort, ſaid Tanzai, but I ſwear 
I never intend to have any occaſion for 
it. You may poſlibly have recourſe 
to it, without much danger, replied 
Saugrenutio; and there is one ſure expe- 
dient to make the genius your friend, 
The greater number of moles you carry 
to him, the wore indulgent he will 

rove. It is almoſt ten years ago ſince 
* firſt took a fancy to eat them, and 
they are at preſent the only food he el- 
teems. We are then ſo happy as to have 
moles enough to content him, anſwered 
the king, and it will likewiſe be a ſatis- 
faction to myſelf. My gardens are quite 
deſtroyed by thele vermin, and the 
Kingdom is ſo happy as to produce an 
infinite number of them. I intend, 
this very day, to order each of my ſub- 
jects, by a proclamation, to bring me 
ten of theſe animals at leaſt, But which 
way do you. travel to this iſland of 
Junguils ? The ſame way as his royal 
highneſs took, continued Saugrenutio; 
and when you have paſſed the forelt 
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you muſt remember to ſtrike off to the 
le. | 
All this is mere moon: ſhine, inter- 
tupted Tanzai; I. will never permit 
Neadarne to quit the kingdom, and I 
did not eſpouſe her that the might be 
Chawmole's miſtreſs. Divorce her then, 
replied the king, ſince you are ſo en- 
joyned by the laws, if the princeſs 
ſhould not preſent the kingdom with an 
heir at the expiration of the firſt year. 
The prince was ſilenced by this laſt 
reaſon, and ſignified his complianee with 
the oracle. It was thought proper to 


econceal the cauſe of the journey agreed 
don, and to defer it no longer than was 
- Wh neceflary to collect all the moles in the 
8 kingdom. Fear nothing, ſaid Saugre- 
c nutio, the ape tenders you his .paw.z 
n and 1 am certain, from this auſpicious 
. omen, that your journey will be fortu- 


nate, and the princeſs will receive no 
ne improper treatment. The ape has a 
ch natura] averſion to thoſe people, who 
ol Ware deſtined: to be affronted in the man- 
yal Winer you apprehend. He, however, has 
10; ¶ been as condeſcending to you, as he was 
el, eo me, replied the prince, and 1 ge 

IS ene 
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the omen to be altogether inſignificant; 
but let vs quit the temple, that we may 
inform Neadarne of the progrels ſhe i 
to take. When Tanzai and his father 
returned to the palace, they found the 
princeſs in great inquietudes, which were 
not a little increaſed, when they ac. 
quainted her with the oracle, and th: 
intended journey, It is to no purpoſe 
for us to quit the palace, ſaid ſhe to her 
ſpouſe, for my condition will be the 
me in the ifland of Junquils as it i: 
here. Shall I conſent to be folded i 
any arms but yours! never believe it! 
entreat you; and I would ſooner con. 
tinue in my preſent ſtate as long as 
live, than beſtow one glance on thi 
genius. We have no ſuſpicions of your 
virtue, madam, replied the king; ceal Wl 
then thoſe tears, for Saugrenutio aſſure 
me you will ſuſtain no prejudice. The 
affair muſt be as we have told you, {aid 
the prince, and I ſeem to be ſenſibl: 
that we ſhall be happy in the event 
Order, fir, I conjure you, continued b:Pprir 
to his father, the preparations for ou 
departure, I aſk you pardon for thi 
freedom, but my mind is diſcompoſed Worn 
| | . an” 
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at preſent, to ſuch a degree, that I am 
Enable to charge myſelf with that care. 
he king retired at theſe words, and 
ef Tanzai to make ſeveral vain trials 
bf his ſufficiency to render the journey 
unneceſſary to the princeſs. 


HLOTOFSTSIOTS FOTSTSTETSTS TOES: 
CR Af. III. 

WY bich muſt not be paſs'd over, however. 
impatient the Reader may happen 
to be. | 


HE prince finding all his at- 
tempts ineffectual, departed from 
Chechian with Neadarne, with 
Each of them a train of twenty waggons 
oaded with moles, and equally diſqui- 
ted in mind. Tanzai, who adored. 
Neadarne, was infinitely dejected at the 
dea of beholding her in the arms of 
other; and Neadatne, who was af 
ected with the ſame tenderneſs for the 
Prince, could not bear the imagination 
df owing her charge to a circumſtance 
which her delicacy as well as her love 
ormed into a * image. They 
25 | had 
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had already travelled for ſeveral days, 
which were ſhortened by their mutual 
cateſſes, when they at laſt arrived at; 
meadow fo divetfified with the flowers 
that enamelled it, that the princeſs, who 
was fatigued with her journey, ordered 
her pavillions to be raiſed on the banks 
of a rivulet, which embelliſhed the 
blooming ſcene, and diffuſed a gentl: 
ſlumber on the eyelids of the lovers, 
who had no better manner of employ. 
ing their time, When Tanzat had re. 
2 for ſome hours on Neadarne's 
ſom, he awaked; and ſeeing that ſhe 
ſtill continued to ſleep, he amuſed him: 
ſelf with a walk on the bank of the 
rivulet, that formed an infinite variety 
of Meanders: and as he was lamenting 
the peculiarity of his fate, his medita- 
tions were interrupted by a mole that 
roſe ſuddenly out of the earth. Hs 
perſuaſion that the benevolent Conduct 
of the genius to -Neadarne depended 
chiefly on the number of theſe animals, 
that he ſhould be able to offer to him, 
may incline us to believe he was very 
induſtrious to ſecure the little creature 
that preſented itſelf to his view; * 
| e 
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e had no ſooner caught it, but he felt 
her ſkin ſo ſoft, and ſaw ſhe had fo 
any graces, eſpecially ſuch fine eyes, 
2 circumſtance ſo extraordinary in 
oles, that perhaps this was the only 
dne of the whole ſpecies ſo adorned) 
that he was tempted by the firſt impulſe 
bf his compaſſion, to reſtore his captive 
Jo her liberty. But afterwards, thro” a 
More refined ſentiment, he choſe rather 
that it ſhould owe that advantage to 
Neadarne, for which reaſon he carried 
& to the pavillion. 

Neadarnẽ, who had juſt happened to 
wake, was going to look for the prince 
the meadow, when he appeared with 
dis prize. See, joy of my life, ſaid he, 
That a pretty creature I have caught; 
rtainly that can never be an ordinary 
pole. Ah! how charming it is, cried 
eadarne. What! would you deliver it 
p to the genius? It's fate depends upon 
ou, anſwered he, and I ſhall acquieſce 
ith whatever you ſhall reſolve on, I 
ill Keep it then, ſaid Neadarnẽ. How 
autitul it is, added ſhe, ſeeing it 
wned upon her; it ſhall ſtay with us, 
will iake care of it myſelf; I am 

12 3 
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perhaps, the only women in the world 
who has got ſo wonderful a mole : mine 
ſhall never ſtir a ſtep from me. 

Women frequently are ſuſceptible of 
violent paſſions, without knowing very 
well why; and generally, the more 
ridiculous the objects that ſtrike their 
fancy are, the more paſſionately they 
ſet their hearts upon them. Juſt ſo 
happened with Neadarne, who took 
ſuch a ſtrong fancy to her mole, that 
in a quarter of an hour afterwards, had 
ſhe been to have facrificed it to the 
prince, ſhe would, perhaps, have heſi- 
' tated upon it. 

We ought not, for. this reaſon, to 
have an ill opinion of Neadarne ; this 
aſſertion, no doubt, is ſomewhat raſh; 
the Chechianean women, perhaps, are 
not like thoſe of the reſt of the world 
in their unaccountable whims. How- 
ever that be, the princeſs, highly taken 
with her mole, had a fine collar put 
about its neck, and held it in a ſtring 
whilſt ſhe walked up and down the 
meadow, without the animal's ever ſhew- 
ing any deſire of recovering its liberty. 
She carried it herſelf to her ſedan, when 
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ſhe got into it, and chid Tanzai. fo 
much, that it created a pretty ſharp 
quarrel, becauſe he did not fondle it 

enough. 
After ſome days travelling, which 
was not interrupted by any ſiniſter acci- 
dent, they diſcovered the foreſt. Tan- 
zai, who knew 1t again to be the ſame 
where he had met the fairy at the kettle, 
could not help ſighing, on the remem- 
| brance of the unfortunate adventure 
with which enſued ; and ſtraitway, pur- 
ſuant to Saugrenutio's advice, he or- 
dered his retinue to ftrike off to. the 
left, However, he could not help feel- 
ing that cruel oppreſſion of ſpirits and 
forebodings, with which we are uſually 
ſeized at the approach of any great 
misfortune. 3 5 
It will not be long then, ſaid he to 
Neadarne, with a deep ſigh, before I 
muſt be parted from you. Was it re- 
ſerved for me then, who loves you to 
diſtraction, to deliver you almoſt into 
the arms of another? A cruel fate 
compels me to it; ah! the neceſſity of 
dying would be leſs dreadful to me. 
Neadarne! you will forget me! you 
| ; Wh will 
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will be expoſed a prey to the defires of 
a genius, who, as hideous as he doubt. 
leſs is, will, perhaps, be more agrecabl: 
to you than me. | | 

Well then, prince, ſaid Neadarre, 
let us return from whence we came; 
you know with what regret I obey: 
you aſſure me you ſhall ever love me: 
contented then with this promiſe, and 
ſecure of being miſtreſs of your heart, 
what more can I have to defire ? The 
whole happineſs of your life depended, 
as you ſaid, upon my being reſtored to 
all my faculties z to pleaſe you, I ſub- 
mitted to every thing that could befal 
me: 1 got the better of my reluctance, 
and filenced all the dictates of my vir- 
tue, as well as all the remonſtrances of 
my love. And what is it to me, alas! 
provided your paſſion for me does not 
abate, if I ſhould continue as I am! 
You know to what a degree I love you, 
and yet, far from relying upon my fide- 
tity, you have the affurance to imagine, 
that the genius, to whoſe aid you force 
me to have recourſe, may chance to be 
agreeable to me. | 

Were he what he can never be, 9 

c 


' 


TANZ AL and NEADARNE. 175 


he what you are, my heart, reluctant to 
him, would ſtill be wholly fixed upon 
you, I know not whether thoſe plea- 
ſures you extol are ſo exquiſite as you 
repreſent them; but, however that be, 
believe they muſt derive from love 
thoſe charms which you aſcribe to them. 
I am ſenſible you create in me ſtrange 
defires, but it is yourſelf alone who 
cauſe theſe impetuous emotions in my 
ſoul. Should this genius, the thought 
of whom afflicts you, and torments me 
ſo much, make me experience thoſe 
extaſies of which you have talked to me 
fo often, and which you fay I had but 
an imperfect taſte of in your arms, in 
the midſt of that diforder 5 being no 
longer miſtreſs of myſelf, J ſhould ſtill 

be wholly yours. „ 
Ab! cried Tanzai, this is exactly the 
horrid quietiſm of which I am appre- 
henſive. Theſe are thoſe cruel diſtinc- 
tions which the mind makes, and of 
which the heart is not ſenſible; as 
happy with this genius as with me, 
nothing will be wanting to you, but an 
idea of pleafure, and even that would 
not employ your thoughts till after- 
= 8 4 wards ; 
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wards ; ſo that all the love you would 
_ reſerve for me would be, perhaps, to 
imagine, that I ſhould have givea you 
more extatic tranſports, 
Be it ſo, anſwered deck, in a 
ſſion; but may J ceaſe to love you if 

F* o to the genius! As for your part, 

diffolve a marriage which grows hatetu! 

to you; Neadarne loves you well e. 

nough to conſent, at the expence of her 
life, to what your indifference for het 

may probably ſuggeſt, The prince 

made a {harp reply to this reproach ; 

the princeſs was offended at this reply, 
and they were going to fall out in good 
__ earneſt ; when the mole, which no body 
would have ſulpected of being able to 
ſpeak, growing out of all patience at 
this ridiculous quarrel, could not help 
ſhuggering up its ſhoulders, and fay- 
ing, Ad'heart! What great fools arc 
lovers! Oh! heavens! cried they out 
both in amaze! Oh ſurprizing! conti- 
nued the princeſs, my mole ſpeaks. 

I am very much miſtaken, faid Lan- 
Zai, if it is not ſtill the curſed Cucum- 
ber who perſecutes me: Did you hear 
how ſhe ſwore? However, I will now 
ſtrangle 
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ſtrangle her, ſince I am at laſt come to 
myſelf again. Hold, generous prince, 
cried the mole, don't confound me with 
your moſt cruel enemy; don't kill me; 
you will ſtand in need of me. Spare 
its life, joy of my days, cried the 
princeſs. What ſimplicity ! anſwered 
he, endeavouring to choak her, don't 
you ſee it is Cucumber? No, no, I am 
not her, cried the mole, I am the fairy 
Whiſker, couſin-german, and friend to 
Barbacela : take care what you are 
going to do. 

When all is done, this may be true, 
ſaid the prince, growing calm; but by 
what adventure are you become a mole ? 
You ſhall know that preſently, anſwered 
Whiſker ; but are you at leiſure to hear 
me? I am mortally afraid of being 
abominably tedious. No matter, cried 
the prince, we have nothing better to 
do. Hereupon the mole began her 
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' Which, perha ops, will not be under- 
flood by every body. 


" Y grandfather was the great 
genius Chou-Macha, As for 
my father, I never rightly knew 

who he was ; the fairy Chingara, my 
mother, would never declare him; 
whether i it was not certain who he was, 
or that the choice ſhe had made did her 
no honour : for it is not always to give 
themſelves an air of diſcretion, that wo- 
men will not own their adventures; 
but when their vanity is flattered by the 
quality of a lover, their virtue ſeems not 
ro be ſo great a loſer. 

_ © Great hopes were conceived of me 
when I was a child; let me acquaint 
you with ſome particulars. J was not 
as yet four years old. Cannot you 

begin your ſtory a little higher? ſaid 

Tanzai, interrupting her: well, you 

Was very pretty, without doubt, in your 

infancy ; but let us paſs on to the time 

when 
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when your charms were of ſome uſe to 
you. With all my heart, anſwered the 
mole: I was called Whiſker, becauſe 
when I am in my natural ſhape, I have 
a very long one on my left cheek. Bar- 
bacela, my near relation, and my god- 
mother, inſiſted abſolutely on breeding 
me up; and Chingara conſented to it 
the more willingly, for, beſides her. 
knowing that my godmother was in a 
condition to give me a good education, 
ſne would have been ſorry to have, near 
her, a daughter, who in time might 
eclipſe her charms. 

Barbacela carried me then into the 
iſland of Bawbles, of which ſhe is ſove- 
reign, This country, without diſpute, 
is the moſt free from clouds of any in 
the world. The men there are wholly. 
taken up with amorous ſonnets and. ma- 


drigals. As for the women, they have 4 | 


no other care but how to pleaſe ; And if; 
any one of them ſhould happen, When 
courted by a lover, to be ſo unmindful 7} 
of the decorums of the country, as only 
to pronounce the word virtue, ſhe would 
be baniſhed for a whole year from all 
lociety, | 
I 6 L 
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I don't pretend to ſay that they yield 
at firſt ſight; no, the reſiſtance laſts at 
leaſt two days; and we have hardly 
ever ſeen women conſent ſooner; how- 
- ever, that is not without a precedent at 
court, Theſe cuſtoms ſeem very ſingular 
to you, and you are in the wrong. Let 
one of thoſe women, whom you cal! 
virtuous amongſt you, make her lover 
wait a month, that is a long time. Well, 
at the end of his ſufferings, what does 
ſhe give him, but what another, who is 
leſs prepoſſeſſed in favour of decency, 
gives him immediately? For, look you, 
it all comes to the ſame thing, the ſame 
effectual tenderneſs is at the bottom. 

In the midſt of a woman's ſtudied 
refuſal, her yielding is always the point 
kept in view; whether ſhe ſurrenders 
immediately, or makes her lover wait, 
thecritical minute is {ure to come at latt ; 
but the imagination has anticipated it 
too long beforchand 3 in vain does one 
pull defire by the ſleeve, it is with dif- 
ficulty one can awaken it; and if it does 
chance to awake, pleaſure, to which it 


has beckoned at too great a diſtance, , 


either 
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either does not come in time, or no lon- 
ger cares to come. 

Virtue is but a trifler, which always 
ſeeks to make you loſe your time, and 
when ſhe thinks ſhe has ſent love a 
packing. -— Begin again a little what 
you have been ſaying, cried Tanzai, in- 
terrupting her; let me die if I have un- 
derſtood one ſyllable, What language 
do you ſpeak ? That of the iſland of 
Bawbles, anſwered the mole. You would 
oblige me highly, replied Tanzai, if 
you could talk mine; how: the devil 
do you make a ſhift to underſtand your- 
ſelf? I gueſs at my meaning, reſumed the 
mole z but let me go on, I no longer 
know where I was. Where virtue tri- 
fles, ſaid Neadarne, No, no, cried the 
mole, that was but a reflection. I don't 
know then, ſaid Neadarne, where-abouts 
you are in your ſtory z; ah! you was at 

thoſe women who yield at firſt ſight, 

| My godmother, reſumed the mole, 
| bred me up in the cuſtoms of the coun- 
try, and I began already ro know what 
my face was, when I was but juſt out 
of my infancy. Till we come to a 
certain age, we ſce ourſelves without 
; taking 
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taking any notice of ourſelves; we 


don't ſtudy our own charms, nor know 
the value of them, they are far from 
our thoughts; and the deſire alone of 
try ing their power, makes us ſenſible 
of them; we begin then to know our- 
felves. Were it not for the men, a 
woman might be handſome, and not be 
ſenſible of it, or ſuſpect it, and no more, 
I juſt began to find myſelf to my 
own liking when the genius Jonquillz 
arrived in our iſland, I was lively, in- 
viting, and my beauty was ſtampt (if 
one may uſe that expreſſion) with co- 
quetry. He conceived the moſt violent 
paſſion for me; but the prince of Cor- 
morants, who had arrived there half an 
hour before him, had ſeen, eye'd, and 
fmitten me. In matters of love, we 
depend upon a ſingle ſecond. 
-  Jonquille knew not that he was come 
too late; I perceived his paſſion with 
regret, and the diſcovery obliged me 
to conceal my own. As my love for 
Cormorant was not known, every one 
was ſurprized at the indifference with 
which I-treated Jonquille : in vain had 
he recourſe to his charms, and his Highs; 
a 
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all the juſtice I did him went no farther 
than eſteem, which is not a ſentiment 
of ſufficient diſtinction, for one who has 
flattered himſelf with the hopes of in- 
ſpiring a more lively paſſion, 

The moſt ſplendid entertainments, the 
moſt magnificent preſents, the moſt ſub- 
miſſive aſſiduities, and the moſt timorous 
reſpe&, were the only arms he made uſe 
of to overcome my cruelty. I diſſem- 
bled with him a long while: I knew 
my lover had every thing to fear from 
Jonquille's anger, ſhould he once ſuſ- 
pect him of being his rival: I contented 
myſelf therefore with ſeeing him in ſe- 
cret, and facrificing to him the vows 
and preſents of Jonquille. 


I have been, told ſince, that it is no 
new cuſtom, and that what a woman 


gets from a rich lover ſerves often to 
purchaſe the dear man who has had the 
luck to pleaſe her fancy. I was the 
more apprehenſive of Jonquille's fuf- 
pecting Cormorant, becauſe he was the 
only one in the whole court who was 


worthy of attracting my regard. He 


was the fineſt dancer in the world; no- 
body made a bow with a better * 
# > FUR h 
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he could unfold all riddles ; played well 
at all ſorts of games, whether they re- 
quired ſtrength or addreſs, irom nine- 
holes to foot-ball. His ſhape was 
charming, a perfect bundle, if I may 
ſay ſo, of the moſt uncommon charms; 
he knew how to play on all ſorts of 
inſtruments, which he accompanied with 
a moſt enchanting voice. 

Did he play well upon the ſackbut? 
ſaid Tanzai haſtily, It was one of his 
favourite inſtruments, anſwer'd the mole, 
So much the better, anſwered he, there 
is none that comes near it; but go on 
with your ſtory, I intereſt myſelf actu- 
ally very much in your prince's welfare. 
Beſides the qualifications I have al: 
ready enumerated, continued ſhe, he 
made very pretty verſes. His conver- 
ſation, both gay and ſerious, pleaſed 
equally by its charms and its ſolidity. 
Grave with the prude, free with the co- 
quet, and melancholy with the tender; 
there was not a lady in the court but he 
was her delight; nor a man, but who 
was jealous of him. 

His ſuperior wit, however, did not 
make him unſociable; artfully com- 
| | 5 plaiſant, 
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plaiſant, he knew how to ſuit himſelf to 
every thing; he was the greateſt maſter 
imaginable of the ſprightly language of 
our iſland 3 there was no-body but who 
was Charmed to hear him; and altho? 
that ſavage being called good ſenſe, did 
not always agree very well with what 
be ſaid, the inſupportable elegance of 
his diſcourſe, either made him no loſer 
by the bargain, or was ſo great, that 
good ſenſe concealed behind a miracu- 
lous multitude of words, placed to the 
beſt advantage, would have ſeemed 
nauſeouſly inſipid to her moſt abſurd 
admirers, if her nakedneſs had nat been 
ſo well covered. | 
| In effect, reaſon is very regular; ſhe 
always appears what ſhe really is; ſhe 
is afraid of being loſt in gayety; and 


never fails ſtarting back when ſhe meets 


E with a thought odly turned, or when a 
ſprightly whim places itſelf to advan- 
tage in the heart. After all, if ſhe gets 
the better, it is in a manner ſo inſulting 
to human nature, the beſt-bred ſelf love 
gains ſo much diſcredit by it, loſes fo 
many graces, and imbibes ſo ill an opi- 

nion 


' 4 * 
x 


— wa 


186 The HISTORY of 
nion of itſelf, that it muſt be very ridi- 
culous not to fall out entirely with her, 

The fancy is of a more fociable hu- 
mour; the dignity of its behaviour 
makes you ſenfiblethat its education has 


been free from prejudices : it is beholden 


only to itſelf, for all its thoughts de- 
pend not upon any thing, but ſtands 
upon its own botton it wings its flight 
without running back to take its ſpring : 
what reflection produces, grows heavy 
under the labour it requires; what fancy 
brings forth, is bold and daring; the 


one abſorbs by its gravity, the other 


rouzes by its petulancy ; one fees the 
one at a great diſtance upon the road, 


. the other leaps out upon you on a ſud- 


den. 


Reflection reſtrains; her regularity is 


but indigence, the cloak of barren ge- 


nius, which ſhe deſtroys at the ſame 
time that ſhe flatters it. The fancy, in- 


dependent of every thing, performs its 
operations without any calculations; its 


effects always ſeducing ſwifter than 


lightning, ſhine, aſtoniſh, and dazzle 
it aſſumes what ſhape one pleaſes, al- 


ways noble; its auguſt air, even When 


molt 


« * 
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moſt ſportful, . ſpeaks in favour of its 
extraction, whilſt reaſon, always clown- 
iſh in compariſon of the fancy, is forced 
to yield in ſpite of herſelf, and adds by 
her ill humour to the triumph of her 
rival. 
Great ape! cried the prince: ah! 
ſaid Neadarne, overcome with pleaſure 
ah! how charming is that! were it not 
for our mole we ſhould have been tired 
to death. I am overjoyed, anſwered 
Whiſker, that my thoughts are not loſt 
upon you; I had a ſtrong fancy that 
your taſte was far from childiſh, But, 
reſumed Neadarne, can one learn this 
language without trouble? Will it not 
break in on one's repoſe? | 
For my part, cried Tanzai, I believe 
not; and fancy that with the diſpoſi- 
tion wherein I fee you, and the inſtruc- 
tions Whiſker will give you, you will 
ſoon” learn to ſpeak as ſuperficially as 
herſelf, But what miſery is it, added 
he, to make uſe of this paultry jargon? 
You are two hours deſcanting upon rea- 
ſon and fancy, without giving me a ſpe- 
cimen of either the one or the other. If 
you continue your ſtory in the ſame 
manner, 
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manner, I will not anſwer for it that I 
ſhall hearken to it patiently. Let the 
mole alone, ſaid Neadarne, interrupting 
him; upon honour it is as fine as poſſi. 
ble; you talk enough to charm one. 
The prince ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, 
and Whiſker reſumed her diſcourſe as 
tollows. 
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Which is agreeable to the former. 


Y 


OU will eaſily agree, I believe, 
after what I have juſt ſaid of 
Cormorant, that my fancy for 


bim was juſtified. One look alone of 


his would have been ſufficient to have 
turned the head of any woman, who 
was in the leaſt ſuſceptible of a tender 
paſſion z wherefore, it is not ſurprizing 


| that his merit made ſo lively an impreſ- 


ſion upon me. There are ſo many 
paſſions founded only upon caprice, that 


I am very glad to. ſhew you mine was 


not determined by nothing. 
The firſt time I ſaw him, (and love 
| cannot 
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cannot take riſe but from the firſt mo- 
ment) who would not have been ſmitten 
by him ? He was at court at Barbacela's ; 
all the moſt gallant courtiers were then 
confulted by our ladies about the choice 
of their dreſs, about the faſhions then in 
vogue, and the difficulty of inventing 
new ones; this was as you ſee a matter 
of the laſt importance. Every one did 
his utmoſt to ſhine upon that occaſion. 
The prince, who was bur juſt arrived at 
court, reſolved with ſo much eaſe all 
the difficult caſes that were ſtarted, and 
invented ſuch pretty faſhions, that there 
was not one who did not admire his 
wiſdom, and his lively fancy. For my 
part, I was wounded incognito to the 
bottom of my heart. A particular 
earneſtneſs, with which he ſeemed to gaze 
upon me, rivetted the inclination I al- 
ready perceived in myſelf for him, and 
I ſeconded it ſo powerfully in my reflec- 
tions, that at night, when I left him, 
my paſſion could no longer receive any 

addition. | 
The charms of his wit, which diſ- 
played themſelves during the liberty of 
a {mall repaſt, compleated my defeat. 
Some 


*** 
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Some obliging things which he ſaid 
about my beauty, and his ſilence to 
every one beſides, convinced me that 
his heart was no longer at quiet; for 
that is eaſily perceived; love is a paſ- 
ſion that diſorders the mind, and in or. 
der to ſettle itſelf therein at its eaſe, 
makes itſelf maſter of all the faculties, 
and ſuffers them to act only for its ad- 
vantage, My heart, which ſeemed, at 
the firſt glance of his eye, to be of in- 
telligence with his, forſwore all its deco- 
rums, and by an unſeaſonable blunder, 
trampled under foot all the reaſonable 
thoughts that might have oppoſed its 

aſſion. We mutually anſwered each 
other's ſighs, and if we had continued 
longer together that night, our defires 
would not have gone to bed ſo childiſh 
as they did. 

I know not how he paſſed the night; 
but for my part, ſleep in vain would 
have ſeized upon my ſenſes 3 whatever 
advice it gave me, I choſe rather to be 
ruled by love, which being quite a 
\ ſtranger in my heart, took up its 
thoughts more agreeably than the mot 


pleaſing dreams doubtleſs gould have 


done. 
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done. In effect, what is ſleep when 
one is in love? Whatever ſweets it pre- 
pares for you, are they worth the rea- 
ſonable diſorder of your imagination? 
8 Eſpecially when ſure of being beloved, 
flattering hope diſpoſes all odjects juſt 
according to your wiſh. - In a dream 
our ideas are indiſtinct, and fometimes 
lucky, but often directly contrary to 
their fource. When we think ourſelves 
on what we love, we fix the employ- 
ment of our thoughts, extend them to 
what we pleaſe, and the paſſion that de- 
termines them knows always how to 
render them amuſing. 

I was hardly got out of bed when 
Cormorant entered my apartment. I 
was then in a private cloſet, but he had 
the boldneſs to diſturb me in my retire- 
ment, The confuſion and deſires that 
were painted in his eyes, with his timo- 
rous gravity, convinced me I was be- 
loved. I muſt own I had not the reſo- 
lution to render his conqueſt painful to 
lim, and beſides, my rank obliged me 
0 make the advances, A favourable 
lance then diſpelled his fears, and 
Kuout engaging my virtue too much 

ie therein, 
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therein, for that is the advantage 
knowing the world, without ſeeming 
to deſire it, I brought him to the point 
of making his declaration. 
I don't remember at preſent afte 
what manner he turned it, but it was { 
intelligible chat it was only my own 
fault it I did not ſeem diſpleaſed there, 
It did not become me ta anſwer it di. 
rectly; but, on the other hand, not 
being willing to make him deſperate, 
ſqueezed his hand; an action that is 
indifferent in itſelf, and about which 
one may always excule one's ſelf, if i 
does not ſucceed. I would not, tho 
ſureof his loving me, venture any more. 
The firſt advances ought to be mode. 
rate; if a lover has never ſo little wi 
he underſtands them, and it is but puſſ- 
ing them farther without reſerve, if he 
is ſuch a novice as not to underſtand 
them. | LET. | 
I 'was not put to that trouble with 
Cormorant, he knew that every hand 
that ſqueezes another wants a kiſs ; he 
took one then, and bluſhed with the 
pleaſure it gave him: I bluſhed alſo, 
but it was becauſe he did not take 
| | other, 
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other. I gave him a look which diſor- 
jered me ſtrangely; it would very fain 
Shave Been tender, and I was not diſ- 
pleaſed it ſhould be ſo ; nevertheleſs it 
Bought not to have ſeemed ſo, and I en- 
deavoured to manage ſo, that it ſhould 
Jappear only confuſed, that it ſhould ex- 
E preſs only the anger I ought to have 
been in; but 1 did not ſucceed, and 
love, which guided it, framed it as it 
were for himſelf, before I had ſo much 
as thought how to correct the expreſſion. 
Had I had to do with one of leſs 
penetration, I might have come off 
ſcotfree; but that traytor, Cormorant, 
interpreted it to his own advantage, took 
it for what it really was, and for what I 
never imagined it to be. In order to 
thank me for it, he again kiſſed my 
hand, which I had not thought to draw 
back from between his. He was moved; 
began not to reaſon ſo much as to be 
affected with his paſſion; he was at my 
knees, which is a poſture that always 
| ſtrikes one, and is far from being indif- 
ferent; if it ſhews reſpect, it puts it in 
à man's power na longer to have occa- 


« . 


| fon for it. 
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I ſtooped down only to engüge Cor. ih dhe 
morant to get up; he took chat oppor. 1 
tunity to furprize a kiſs from me, which 
ricked me to the heart, it was the firſt 
Thad ever experienced in my life. All 
muy ſenſes were in confuſion, my head, 
Fo in ſpite of me, remained teclined upon 
his. I have ſince experienced the ſame 
pleaſure; it has always been dear to 
me, but it never before touched me ſo 
ſenſibly. I know not what Cormorant 
at that moment did with himſelf; I be- 
eve, had he been leſs abſent in his 
thought, I had been ruined, When ! 
recovered from my diſorder, the prince 
Was ſtill in his ; his eyes were full of a 
tender languiſhment, his ſighs were in- 
E Terrupted, and his heart being oppreſſed, 
- he did not fetch them but with-great 
 eifficulty. How happy was it then for 
mie that he could not attempt any thing 
be inſtant of his declaring himſelf 
would have been likewiſe that of his 
E -happineſs: it was what was cuſtomary 
at court, but I would not ſubmit to it. 
I knew enough of the men to be ſen- 
fible> they aſcribe a too eaſy conqueſt, 
not ſo much to the love we have for 
7 — them, 
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them, as to our being accuſtomed to 
yield preſently ; and that they had rather 


mortify their own vanity, than not hume 


ble ours; and this reaſon reſtrained me, 
when my modeſty would not have done 
it. Ah prince! ſaid I to Cormorant, 
leave me; ought not you to have de- 


fended me from my weakneſs? Do not 


add to the weakneſs of my reaſon, re- 
cover yourſelf, and reſtore me to myſelf : 


EI love you, alas! you can no longer 
doubt it, the proofs of my tenderneſs 


have anticipated my confeſſion of it: 
how glad am I that I have not given 
you all, and to think that love has ſtill 
a thouſand preſents in ſtore for you! 
let us enjoy the pleaſure of adoring each 
other, let us give ourſelves up to it; let 
our days glide away in our ardour, let 
them only return to find us therein 
again ; may the preſent, by bringing to 
our minds the paſt, encourage us to love 
without ceaſing ; and may we, for the 
time to come, be ſenſible only of the 
happineſs we experience at preſent! 
Happy in being both immortal! And 


s immortal as ourſelves! 


a 


yet more happy in rendering our love 
K 2 "IB « 


A 
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does not my being unable to expreſs my 


theleſs, even you yourſelf cannot con- 


be obliged long, either to put a con 
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Ah!] divine fairy, cried Cormorant, 
I am no longer able to bear my tran- 
ſports ;' your goodneſs confounds me: 


gratitude ſufficiently prove to you how 
much I am affected by it? But, never- 


ceive how exquiſitely dear it is to me, 
Contented with adoring you, even tho 
you ſhould have made me ſink under 
your cruelty ; imagine, if it be poſſible, 


my raptures, when I fee you ſympathize . 
with me in my flame. Happy in liv- | 
ing to adore you, and devote to youlWi 
every moment of my life! Bur wretched MW! 
in not having it in my power to die, it Wc 
ever your kind ſentiments of me ſhould He 
be changed. Nevertheleſs, : qriay y 
loves you; what a rival! and tho' I Wi 


ſhould have nothing to apprehend from n 
your inconſtancy, what have I not toc 
apprehend from his power, and perhapsWr: 
from his charms? 

I own it, faid 1; he has made me: 
declaration of his love; but I ſhall not 


ſtraint upon my own affection, or t 
bear with his. I will take ſo mud 
nn pain 
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pains to diſhearten him, and to render 
you happy, that he ſhall groan with 
anguiſh, as much as you ſhall ſigh with 


any hopes, is exaſperated at firſt, but 
afterwards grows languid. , Tired out 
with the little ſucceſs of his aſſiduities, 
believe me, his pride will make him 
0! IM ſooner carry to another thoſe vows | 
ler which he finds deſpiſed. But let us pur 
le, Ta conſtraint upon ourſelves; as much a 
ne genius as you are, you know how much 
iv- his power is {uperior to yours: not be- 
you ing able to ſhorten your days, at leaſt 
hed he would render them miſerable ; un- 
if doubtedly we ſhould never more ſee 
uld each other. Ah! I cannot think of it 
without trembling; contented with be- 
ing able, in public, to tell each other 
mutually with our eyes that we burn re- 
ciprocally with the ſame flame, let us 
reſolve the proofs thereof in places 
where we ſhall be ſecure. Bur, haſte 
away. from hence, I dread our bein 

ſurprized here, and the cauſe of bo 

our confuſion's being ſuſpected, in a 
court where love 1s the ire em- 
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pleaſure. A paſſion that has no longer 
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ployment of the courtiers, it would be 


no difficulty for them to judge aright. 


The prince, who was apprehenſive 
that the violent paſſion I expreſſed for 
him might be only a caprice, would 
have been very glad, before he left me, 
to have his happineſs aſcertained by 
more pregnant favours z but it was not 
my intention to carry my. weakneſs ſo 
far. I imagine, not without good 
grounds, that it was not owing to my 
virtue I was ſo reſerved; and I don't 


well know whether it was out of deli. 


cacy ; but I can hardly believe, that if 
1 had made Cormorant leave me, [ 
could have kept myſelf within the ſame 
bounds as I had hitherto : his eyes were 
ſo tender, and I was fo weak! Beſides, 
he had expreſſed fo many raptures for 1 
trifle, that 1 ſhould have had a mind to 
have ſeen to what an exceſs his gratitude 
would have carried him, had I given it 
more room to diſplay itfelf. He wert 
away with regret, and I endeavoured to 
conceal from him, that it was with r re- 
grer alſo I let him go. 
He had ſcarce left me to wyſel, 10 
I 9 * not with 5 ; 
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had done, but with having ſent him 
away ſo well contented. I ſhould have 
been extremely vexed to have had him 
doubt of my affection, and yet I did 
not think it proper that he ſhould be ſo 
well aſſured of it. Altho' I did not as 
yet well know all that one loſes with Pl 
man, when his deſires are once ſatisfied, 
I rightly judged, that however paſſion- 
ate he might be, at leaſt he would haye 
lolt the pleaſure of curioſity ; and I was 
jenſible by myſelf, that this plea ſure had 
ſome place in the ſoul, and chat it could 
have no entrance thare but.once for one | 
and the. ſame object. I had teſolyed 
therefore Wen myſelf, notwithſtanding 
my paſſion for Cormorant, to let him 
ſigh a long while, and even ſometimes 
io leave him in ſuſpence: my love in- 
deed ſuffered by my recourſe to this 
policy, but it ſeemed to me ſo neceſſary, 
that I got che better of WF: reluctance 
in this reſpect. 25 

When I met him again the! Ge day , 
my eyes were not ſo expreſſive. as they 


therein a ſpice of indifference, that ſtung 
bim to the Wicks, it is true, being well 
15 K 4 aflured 


had been in the morning; I even Jeſt } 
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aſſured of the chagtin'T had cauſed him, 

a tender look, ful! of fire, which I fixed 
upon him, laboured to reftore him to his 
tormer hopes. I know thar in the world, 
the men call this ſort of behaviour co- 
. Quetry : but for whom do we take this 

pains, if it is not for them? What 

charms would not they ſoon think infi- 
pid, if we were not carefully to give an 
edge to their inclinations ? 

Do we always love them tenderly ? 
Sure of finding us in a conſtant even- 
_ neſs of temper, they no longer deſire us. 

A caprice, which they never expected, 
rouſes them from their lethargy ; they 
ſee themſel ves with deſpair, on the point 
of being deprived of a bleſſing, which 
they no longer enjoyed with indiffe- 
rence. The pains they take to recover 
it, renew their ardours: they no lon- 
ger remember that we were theirs; they 
want to have us continue ſo. Our ap- 
proaching loſs makes them only ſenfibid 
how neceſſary we were to them; they 
love us the more, and conſequently be- 
come more dear to us; the heart gains 
by it on both ſides; it is an addiciona 


; FEidernekk which it experiences. 
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Has a lover no whims to bear with, 
no rivals to fear? He imagines he no 
longer loves, or, at leaſt, that it is only 
thro? cuſtom, or thro' gratitude, Is it 
not doing him a ſervice, then, to bring 
him out of an error that extinguiſhes 
his pleaſure ? The tender lover returns, 


when the too fond miſtreſs diſappears ; 


the favours he received without deſires 
become again more piquant to him than 
at firſt, as ſoon as he begins to imagine 


he ſhall be deprived of them; he can- 


not .even conceive how he could ever 
flight them. In the midſt of an unex- 


pected , reconciliation, what a triumph 


tor us! what a charm for him! to feel 
reviving in his heart a paſſion, of which 


it was no longer ſenſible. 


Love is only what we pleaſe to make 
it; if we ſhould leave it juſt as nature 
Imprints it in us, it would be too much 
of a piece; being without delicacy, it 


would likewiſe be without tranſports. 


We are indebted for this blefling only 
to ourſelves; it was neceſſary to render 
it difficult, in order to render it agree- 
able, Our. influence over the men de- 
pends upon ourſelves, and whenever we 

* 5 chance 
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chance to loſe our power, it is only 
owing to our want of addreſs; if they 
deprive us of our aſcendant over Poa 
it is not their fault. Alas} poor wretches! / 
they would- never dream of it them- 
ſelves;; determined for ſlavery, they  . 
leave one's chains only to put on an- 
other's; they are very ſenſible they are 
made to be always in ſubjection. 1 
But, would we fix them ours eter- WW « 
nally, let us never offer them a perfect 4 
happineſs; let us acquieſce with their I 2 
deſires, but let us not deſtroy them in t 
the midſt of the greateſt extaſies; let I Þ 
ſomething ſtill be wanting, wete it only I 4 
a ſigh: deſire never dies but with being t. 
ſurkeited, and that is à diſtemper that g 
never befals it but when we will not © 
"rake care to prevent it. [ 
Ah! how (enchanting is this! cried I tl 
:Neadarns; Upon honour, my dear, 
- mole, ſaid Tanzai, I never in my life 
heard any thing ſo extraordinary as b 
vou. What fine reflections! cried a1 
-Neadern: again. Granting they were Pr 
"as fine as you ſay they are, reſumedſi dr 
Tanzai, I ſhould not like them one jot 
te better. Fhey' ſeem to me . 
e an 
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E can 
1 no longer ſpoke to Whiſker of her 

argon, I find it was born with her 

but to what purpoſe is this heap of ideas 


always the ſame, altho* differently ex- 


preſſed ? Why theſe things ſaid a hun- 
dred times over, and cloathed in an- 
other dreſs to make their appearance 
again, after a manner that renders them 
6  Tantitical, 


oy 


we 4 7 8 Ae a — 
2% Me HST of 


fantaſtical, Without renderiog then new ? 
What is it to me, who, have a mind to 
come quickly to the unravelling of your 
ſtory, to know all the reflections you 
have made too late upon your adven- 
tures. Once for all, then, my {ſweet 
mole, give me ſotme watters of fact, 


and no more empty froth, . 


. 


Tou may be in me right, anſwered 
Whiſker, but what is eſſential ought, not 
to be treated like what is trifling. Very 


well] reſumed Tanzai, ſhe thinks now 
ſhe has given me a ſufficient anſwer. 


. Undoubtedly, faid the princeſs, ſhe 


4 


* 


ſpeaks admirably well, I know nothing 
0 charming as to be able to talk two 
hours, where others would not have it 
in their power to entertain you one mi- 


nute. What ſignifies it if one does uſe 


frequent repetitions, if one can but give 


her of expreſſing one's ſelf, which you 
call jargon, dazzles the underſtanding, 


* 


* 


* 


* 


an air of novelty to what has been al. 


* 


ready ſaid? Beſides, this admirable man- 


and puts people to a ſtand; happy they, 
who in converſation can attain to this 
polite taſte! 3 
What! muſt one always have og 

8 only 


ol 
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only t. to the fame terms, and 1 not dare 1 to 
ſeparate from each, thoſe that one'has 
been uſed to make walk together! W 
ſhould it be forbidden to bring words 
acquainted that never ſa each other, or 


which believe they ſhall not agree toge- 


ther? Is not the ſurprize* they are in to 
find themſelves with one another a thing 
that charms one? And if it happens, 
that with this ſurprize that amuſes you, 
they form a beauty where you thought 
to meet with a defect, don't you find 
yourſelf ſingularly aſtoniſhed ? Muſt a 
Foe — N 
By the great ape, ſaid Tanzai inter- 
rupting ber, you aſtoniſh me ſingularly 
yourſelf, and I am ſurprized at the lit- 
tle time it required to infect you with 
that wretched taſte.” But let us end the 
diſpute; let Whiſker, if it be poſſible, 
finiſh her ſtory, and let her no more 
leave her Cormorant to hunt after vain 


digreſſions. Come, go. on, faid Nea- 
darnẽ to Whiſker; and, above all, 


give me an exact account of what you 
have done; and. not only of what you 
did think, but alſo of what you would 
have thought; in a word, don't * 

tne 
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the leaſt circumſtance ; 4 tel Il a ſtory 


To,admirably!” © N | 
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4 WA 8 then, reſumed White, at 
1 5 look, which fatisfied Cormo- 
He became ſo much in love, : 
War le 4% longer knew himſelf, How MM | 
2 would this have pleaſed me, MW 1, 
I baye ſeen his abſence of though: MW y 
= ts. full extent! Fur my reaſon had 
Tun after his, and love prevented both MW 1; 
my knowing of its departure, and my il « 
p62 its return. The prince and I is 
had agreed, as is ene practiſed, 
to treat each other in Ade with only 
an appearance of friendſhip and good 
manners; and that in private we would 
make each other amends, as is like wiſe 
commonly done to this day, for. this 
cruel conſtraint. 
There was at the foot of my. apart- 
ment a garden, into which no-body uf 
ho ere 


— * & 
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tered but myſelf. I had given the prince 
a key to this retirement.z':and*as ſoon 
as all che court were gone to their ra- 

ſpective lodging s, I flew thither to meet 
him ; and both of us fitting in a myt- 
tle grove, gave each other the moſt 
render aſſurances of our love. All my 
nights were paſſed in the ſame manner, 
which I ſhould not have done for any 
one WHñO had loved me leſs paſſionately 
than Cormorant: but I know very well, 
that altho* my complexion ſhould have 
loſt its luſtre thereby, and my eyes had 
looked never ſo heavy and drowly, he 
would never have perceived it. 

What will, perhaps, hardly be 8 
lieved, conſidering our deſires, and the 
convenience we had of fatisfying them, 
is, that ſuch charming rendezvous paſſed 
over, without my virtue's being prodi- 
gioufly attacked by the prince's tran- 
ſports. Sometimes, indeed, he would 
ſpeak to me of his ſufferings, and the 
great difficulty it was to him to bear 
them z but I came off then for ſome ü 
wies, with which he was willing to be 
't- W contented in expectation of better. Fre- 
of quently-1 had a longing deſire to grant 
e 44 Þ : | | im 
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chim more, but the night concealed my 
diſorder, and his reſpectful model 
ſaved me from my own; weakneſs. 
certain moments 1. was angry with tin 
for it, but en 1 2 noticell him 
. » 
Aſtoniſhed efertimes' at a 8 
S unprecedented at our court, the 
prince would reproach me bitterly with 
it. The condeſcenſion | with which I 
had heard him the firſt time, had given 
him no room to foreſee ſo long a reliſt- 
ance; I was even ſurprized at it myſelf; 
but I was willing he ſhould eſteem me, 
and my ſelf-love got the better of my 
paſſion. When I think of them, how- 
ever, how torturing are the moments! 
An agreeable man, who is beloved, and 
Who inſpires you with as ſtrong deſires 
as you can create in him, is alone with 
you at night. He takes certain liberties 
which you permit, and yet you reſiſt! It 
is not a woman's virtue that ſaves her 10 
on ſuch dangerous occaſions, ſhe no 47 
longer has any when ſhe ſeeks them. In I ,. 
H 


ſuch a caſe a coquet alone can defend 
herſelf againſt the tranſports of a lover: ¶ fl 


I know that coquetry is not ſo. 1 m 
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rious as virtue, but, at the ſame tim e, it 
is more uſeful. = | 

A fortnight had now elapſed ſince 
Cormorant and I had mutually loved 
each other; and with the extreme pre- 
cautions we had taken, only the whole 
court were ſenſible of our correſpon- 
dence: nevertheleſs, their reſpect to me 
hindered them from making their jeſts 
on it openly, Jonquille alone, notwith- 
ſtanding; the intereſt he had in knowing 
the ſtate of my heart, was ſtill ignorant 
of this rival. He was ſenſible he was 
not beloved himſelf, but whether it was 
his ſelf-conceit, or the notion he had of 
my indifference, he did not imagine me 
ſmitten with any other. At laſt, too 
amorous, and too jealous not to be clear- 
lighted, he began to ſuſpect that a ſecret 
paſſion, which poſſeſſed my heart, was 
what ſecured all its avenues againſt him. 

To be ſatisfied of the truth of this, 
he caſt his eyes upon all the courtiers, 
and, in the midſt of this cruel exami- 
dation, he fixed them upon Cormorant. 
He diſcovered in that prince an atten- 
tion, which ſee med to him to border 
more upon love than reſpect. He hal 
WY likewile 
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likewiſe ſeen ſome of thoſe glances 
eſcape us, which, notwithſtanding the 
conſtraint we had impoſed upon our- 
ſelves, were always animated too much 
by love. not to be remarked, The 
prince's attention to me when I ſpoke, 
the flattering complaiſance with which 
1 liſtened ta him, the encomiums I gave 
to the moſt -infignificant of his diſ- 
courſes, in ſhort, a thouſand things about 
which one is not upon onc's guard, and 
which, as trifling as they are, yet, when 
put together, weigh: greatly, fixed his 
luſpicions, and! turned chem into cer- 
tainty Y, $43. - £44 

+; Whatever defy be had: 26: 7 
more, he had not recourſe to the prodi- 
gious ſecrets of his 0 4 he was not 
ignorant that it Would be in vain for 
him to make uſe. of them, and.chas love, 
ever ſuperior io him, would diſdain to 
fatisfy. his curioſity. Reſolved therefore 
to dive to the bottom, he relied only 
; upon himſelf; and judging that the 
night was the time I choſe to ſce Cor- 
morant at liberty, he made himſelf invi- 
fible, ang: can veyed nen t my 
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That very night, I had reſolved to 
yield myſelf up, without reſerve, to 
Cormorant, and to engage myſelf ſo- 
lemnly to him. We were both already 
in the myrtle grove when Jonquille 
entered the garden. He was vaiiting 
impatiently for my coming out of my 
chamber, when ſome ſighs, of too ten- 
der a nature for a genius, ſo verſed in 
ſoft amours, to be miſtaſten in the pal» 
ſion that gave them birth, determined 
him to turn his ſteps that way. Alas! 
it was we that fetched them! Satisfied 
with my lover, ſure of his fidelity, 
preſſed by his deſires, and yet more by 
my own, I had: ſuffered myſelf to fall 
upon a bed of verdant turf, Cormo- 
rant, leſs timorous than ordinary, had 
alſo uſed me with leſs reſerve. At laſt, 
ve were juſt recovering from the moſt 
tender intoxication,” and preparing to 
plunge ' ourſelves with ardour in the 
lame tranſporting extaſies again, when a 
blaze of light ſurrounded us, and, part- 
ing in two, diſcovered the barbarous 
1 
At this fight we remained motionleſs; 

ve were far from expecting it; my 
cloaths 
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- Cloaths were ſtil] in the diſorder into 
which the prince had put them; as he 
had threatened to put me into the ſame 
condition again, I had not any regard 
to decency. Cormorant himſelf, in yet 
greater diſtraction than me, was in ſuch 
a poſture, as gave the jealous Jonquille 
room to imagine the moſt cruel things. 
My robe covered that prince almoſt 
entirely; and the more Jonquille found 
him intent upon admiring, I know not 
what joys upon which he had at that 
moment fixed his eyes, the leſs allow. 
able, he thought, it was for him to par- 
don the offence, | | 

Cruel! ſaid he to me, with a voice 
like thunder, is it thus you meant to 
return my affection? And thou, wretch! 
purſued he, addreſſing himſelf to Cor- 
morant, didſt thou well conſider whom 
thou waſt about to injure? And doſt 
thou believe thou canſt eſcape my ven- 
geance?. It is complete, ſince thou canſt 
not die; and every moment of thy lite 


hall be diſtinguiſned by the moſt fata! 


marks of my anger. Take bim away, 
continued he, and let him be wel 
h .. guarded, 


j 
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guarded, till I have given orders about 
his puniſhment. | 

At theſe words the prince diſappear'd, 
holding out his arms to me. The ſur- 
prize, and my grief, had ſtruck me 
dumb at firſt, but my diſaſter giving 
me freſh ſtrength, Barbarian, cried], 
of what canſt thou complain ? And who 
told thee, that whenever thou lovedſt, 
thou ſhouldſt always be beloved again? 
What authority had I given thee over 
my heart? Yes, Cormorant has charm'd 
me, and thy fatal preſence makes me 
yet more cruelly ſenſible how much I 
adore him. I fear not thy vengeance, 
and ſhouldſt thou even ſpare me, I 
ſhould never the more be thine. Al- 
ways full of the misfortunes of my 
r- lover, I ſhall never look upon thee bur 
mas the moſt odious of my enemies. Pu- 
ot MW niſh me if thou wilt; but be aſſured, 
-n- ¶ chat neither time, or the greateſt miſery, 
nt I ſhall ever deſtroy my love, and that it 
life ¶ ſhall ſubſiſt as long as my averſion for thee. 
tal Very well, traitoreſs, ſaid the genius, 
ay, chou thalt have thy defire. Already 
ell was he approached to carry me away, 
ed, ¶ when Barbacela came to deliver me 1 5 
1 18 
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his fury. I flew a long time with her 
in the air; at laſt ſhe let me down in 
this meadow where you found me. 
Wretch! ſaid ſhe then to me, into what 
a dreadful abyſs has thy love juſt 
plunged thee ! Thou loſeſt for ever the 
object of thy paſſion z thou would(t 
have been loſt thyſelf if my power had 
not ſa ved thee from Jonquille*s barba- 
fity. Fly, conceal thyſelf from his ſight, 
till a more favourable time permits thee 
to behold ws the light of the ſun, 
Become a mole, and take care how thou 
ſtrayeſt from the meadow, I dare pro- 

heſy fer thee, thro' the darkneſs of 
= that a more mild fate will at- 
tend thee. The day will come when one 
of my favourites will put an end to thy 
misfortunes, and a princeſs will deliver 
the tender Cormorant. She then ſtruck 
me with her wand, and I became a 
mole juſt as you now ſee me. 
Before ſhe left me, however, I aſked 
her what Jonquille had done with my 
lover, and was informed by her, that he 
had condemned the poor prince to tum- 
ble heels over head, and roll perpetu- 
ally topſy-turvy in the gardens 7 - 
$4.47 an 
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land of Jonquille. You will find, ſaid 
Tanzai interrupting her, that it was on 
account of his inclination for dancing, 
chat Jonquille honoured him with that 
Wy puniſhment, As for the reſt, I don't 
: WW doubt but it was of me the fairy Barba- 
cela ſpoke to you, and we will manage 
matters ſo well Bur wipe your 
eyes then, ſaid the prince, turning to 
Neadarne : who wept immoderately; 
your pity goes too far: after all, ſhe is a 
mole, and that is all; and for Cormo= 
rant's tumbling, I ſee nothing ſo very 
afflifting in that thought. 

'Ah! how hard- hearted are you! ſaid 
Neadarne, think only on the misfor- 
tunes of two lovers that are parted. If 
the genius had added no other puniſh- W 
ment, was not that enough to mae 
them die with grief? Would not any 
one that ſhould ſeparate me from you 
lor a day, nay, for an hour only, infal- 


ed Nubly cauſe my death. But, continued 
* be to Whiſker, how long is it ſince 
. you loſt Cor morant? Ten years are 


lapſed ſince that fatal adventure, an- 
wered Whiſker. Barbacela has been 
ome times to ſee me; and I have been 

1 informed 
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informed by her, that Jonquille, till 
exaſperated againſt me, having learnt 
that I was become a mole, and not being 
able to gueſs at my retreat, has com- 
manded, in order to get me into his 
power, that no one ſhould appear be- 
fore him without bringing him ſome 
moles ; hoping that, at laſt, I ſhould 
be caught by ſome body or other. 
Had it not been for your generous 
pity, he would have ſucceeded therein ; 
alas! too well, I will teſtify my ac- 
knowledgments to you for the favour; 
my power, tho? infinitely inferior to 
Jonquille's, goes a great way; but we 
approach his territories, mind only to 


conceal me well. Lou fancy then, faid 


the princeſs, that you ſhall ſee Cormo- 
rant again; every thing conſpires, an- 
ig Whiſker, to make me believe 
:  Barbacela's promiſes, the meeting 
— 5 which has already begun to make 
an alteration in my fortune; and yet, 
above all, the tranquillity of my mind. 
You who know the genius, ſaid Tan- 
2ai, do you think he will come to the 


laſt extremities with Neadarne ? Were 
it, not 0 me, anſwered Whiſker, ther 


would 


ere 
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would be no doubt of it. The genius 
is ſoon fired, Neadarne is beautiful, and 
the ſingularity of her adventure would, 
perhaps, fire him as much as her charms, 
But can't I accompany Neadarne? cried 
Z he again. Well! and what defence 
. Þ would you be to her? reſumed Whiſker. 
1 Jonquille loves muſic, you play incom- 

parably upon the ſackbut, and he may 
very probably condemn you to play 
thirty years at leaſt to Cormorant, whilft 
he dances. + Leave all to my manage- 
ment, I will be anſwerable for its ſuc- 
ceſs beyond all your hopes. The prince, 
whom the thoughts of Jonquille diſ- 
turbed ſo much, to be encouraged by 


aid {ke fairy's promiſes, ſighed, and made 
10-0 anſwer, fully perſuaded that Whiſ- 
an- Ner could no more prevent Neadarne's 


alling into Jonquille's hands, than ſhe 
duld hinder Cormorant from tumblings 
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URING Whiſker's telling her 

D* ſtory, which, as the reader muſt 
ack been ſenſible, was very tedi- I : 

ous, they had paſſed the foreſt, and the 

prince, diſcovering a great city afar off, 

aſked its name. It is the city of Blue- 

bottles, anſwered Whiſker ; it is large, 

and very well peopled; the king is 

tributary. to Jonquille, and his principal 

agent for: amorous affairs, This mo- 

narch has the complaiſance to take a lift 

of all the beauties upon earth who meet 

with ſingular adventures, ſuch, for in- 
ſtance, as that of Neadarne ; and Jon- * 
quille gets them aſſigned over to him by ing 
the court of fairies, where he meets with a 
a thouſand condeſcenſions. | 

This genius, faid.Tanzai, has aſſum'd 

to himſelf a very extraordinary em 
ployment! What fort of pleaſure canfidif 
he find ip taking advantage of a wo "ho 
man' 
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man's misfortunes? That is neither gene- 
rous, nor delicate. You are in the right, ; 
reſumed the fairy, but this delicacy is 
the very thing that he now minds the 
leaſt in the world : he pretends that it 
is the ſole diſturber of all pl-afures, and 
that when it does not intrude, they are 
neither leſs real, nor leſs lively. It is 
very hard to cdrrect a man, who has 
- laid this down as a ſyſtem to go by; 
and who, to confirm himſelf therein, 
immediately reſts upon this; that your 
women of refined ſentiments have al- 
ways deceived him, by giving him leſs 
plealure than thoſe who have yielded 
themſelves: up to him out of neceſlity, 
o- or actual ſenſuality 3 and that.ir1s the 
lit N greateſt of follies to deprive ourſelves, 
ert for one ſingle object, ot all thoſe who 
in- micht pleaſe us. 
on- This is the bende delt way of think- 
bying in the world, anſwered the prince; 
„iam better fried: with only: Jooking 
on Neadarnẽ, than 1 ſhould be in the 
arms of the lovelieſt fairy upon earth. 
You have not, perhaps, been always lo 
difficult, reſumed Whiſker z but if you 
dave, there is no diſputing about the 
innen L 2 Plea- 
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pleaſures of the bed, they take their 
115 from caprice, and that alone deter- 
mines them. 

+ believe, nevernteloſs, aid Neadarne, 
that for theſe exquilite pleaſures ſo much 
fought after, there is a neceſſity of cal- 


ling our inclinations to our affiſtance 
and.the moſt amiable man upon earth, 
if he is not of my on choice, would 
not have the ſame effect upon me as a 

monſter, of whom I had framed to my- 
ſelf a flattering idea. Abundance of 
women, anſwered the fairy, who have 
thought like you, have been undeceived 
by experience: it is impoſſible to an- 
ſwer for the critical moment: there are 
ſome inſtances when nature alone acts, 
and when one is directly in the ſame 
caſe as one in a dream, which repreſents 
to your ſleeping ſenſes what objects it 
2 and not thoſe you would like 


The prince* s dream is a proof of this; 
he would certainly rather have thought 
of you than Cucumber; nevertheleſs — 
Oh! undoubtedly! cried 'Tanzai, inter- 
rupting her, for he grew impatient at 
mu 3 n, one has not the 
command 
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command of things of that nature; but 
we approach the city, and muſt adjourn 
this diſpute to another time. It is not 
far then from hence to the iſland of 
Jonquille? No, anſwered W hiſker ; five 
leagues from this city is a great lake 
upon that ifland is ſituated divers barks, 
gallantly adorned, to carry over the 
beauties who have any buſineſs with the 
genius, and bring them back in the 


ſame manner, without having any need 
of guides. 


[With ah diſcourſe, and a great 
deal more, not a jot more ſignificant, 
they entered the city. All te: inhabi- 
tants were of the fineſt blue that could 
be ſeen. Altho? the prince and Nea- 
darne travelled incognito, their majeſtic 
air, their numerous retinue, and their 
magnificent equipage, made the Blue- 
bottles judge that theſe ſtrangers were 
of greateſt quality, Whiſker preſſed 
the prince to haſten to the lodging that 
had been prepared for him, and expreſ- 
{ed ſo much uneaſineſs, that he could 
not help aſking her the reaſon. It is 


not without a cauſe I tremble, ſaid 
e z Jonquille is now in the city, 
L 3 and 
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and I am afraid of his diſcovering me. 
And what is he come to do here? re- 
ſumed Tanzai, Nothing but love ever 
brings him, anſwered the fairy; the 
women of this city, notwithſtanding 
their colour, are extremely handſome; 
and when the genius has nothing elle to 
do, he amuſes himſelf with. honouring 
them with his love: the men, who 
dread him, dare not refuſe him any 
thing, and much leſs the women. 

Sure enough, ſaid Tanzai, this is a 
terrible genius: Ah! Neadarne! how 
much to be pitied will your beauty ren- 
der me! Can I flatter myſelf, when 1 
look: upon you, that Jonquille will not 
have the ſame eyes as me? What will 
Whiſker's power avail us? How will 
he ſave: you from the deſires of the 
genius? In vain does ſhe promiſe it; 
the nearer I approach to my misfortune, 
the more ſenſibly the thought of it at- 
flicts; I can no longer bear it, I am 
even ſenſible, that at your return from 
the ifland of Jonquille, you would be 
inſupportable to me; and that being 
no longer able to eſteem you, you no 
longer could be dear to me, % 

; 1 c 
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Remain always as you are; for in ef- 
ſect, your former faculties will be uſeleſs 
to me, if they ſhould be reſtored to you 
by, Jonquille. Satisfied with your con- 
duct, we will lament together the ſeve- 
ricy of our deſtiny, I deſire only your 
heart, and if it is true that the poſſeſſion 
of mine is ſufficient for your happineſs, 
ours will be perfect. In a: word, far 
from being willing you ſhould approach 
the iſland of Jonquille, I am reſolved 
to-morrow to return back towards Che- 
chian. 1710 89 7 | 
a. How happy do you make me? dear 
prince, cried the tender Neadarnẽ; but 
don't you be a ſufferer by your com- 
upliance to me. Contented with bearing 
in the title of your conſort, I ſhall ſee, 
the without regret, another diſcharge the 
it; duties of that place; ſhe will be dear 
ne, to me, by the pleaſures ſhe will give 
af. you: your laws, thoſe ſevete laws which 
am vou would in vain elude, will no longer 
om] require our ſeparation. When, your 
bel ſubjects ſhail fee the precious fruits of a 
eing ſecond matriage, they will not carry 
no their barbarity ſo far as to-baniſh your 
trend. If I am deſtined to that dread- 
Re- 8 ; ; 'L 4 ful 
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ful misforeume, if 1 muſt paſs far from 

my unfortunate days, at leaſt, ad- 

_ ded ſhe, ſhedding a flood of bitter 

tears, at leaſt, O, my only bleſſing! if I 

ſurvive our cruel ſeparation, I fhall 

have comfort to think that I have con- 
tributed to your pleaſures. 

What fay you? 'adorable princeſs! 
cried Tanzai ; I! ſhall I abandon you! 
Shall any other than yourſelf ever attract 
my eyes! Ah! don't believe it. Periſh 
rather the kingdom, which T ſhould no 
longer be able to offer you! Perth 
ſooner all nature, than I ſhopld blacken 
myſelf with the moſt hateful ingratitude 
In vain ſhould the laws arm themſelves 
againft you; in vain ſhould my ſub- 
jets urge them; from this moment [ 
revoke them; they ſnall be filent be- 
fore my power, or wee to him who 
ſhall dare to receive them! I ſhould re- 
bel againſt the gods themſelves. No, 


divine Neadarne, no; your removal 


Mall not be the reward of your love for 
me, and the tender ſentiments you ex- 
preſſed towards me, when 1 was in the 
fame caſe as yourſelf ; ceaſe to mention 
it to me; the deſtinies, weary of -perſe- 

- - cuting 
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cuting us, are, perhaps, preparing for 
us more auſpicious days, or — 

Don't flattter yourſelf with that vain 
hope, interrupted Whiſſcer haſtily; the 
deſtinies do not revoke their decrees at 
the will of mortals: Jonquille alone 
can do every thing for you. - Beſides, if 
the princeſs don't deliver Cormorant, 
what will become of me? Excuſe me, 
if you pleaſe, anſwered Tanzai, if I 
don't ſuffer this concern to prevail with 
me over my own inteteſts. Beſides, the 
deſtinies do not enjoin me any thing as 
to this article; and I don't imagine you 
would impoſe, as a law upon the prin- 
ceſs, an accidental thing, which ſhe is 
at liberty to refuſe complying with. 

But what are you afraid of, reſumed 
Whiſker, when I aſſure you of my pro- 
tection? Alas! you tremble for youg- 
ſelf, ſaid Tanzai. That is not the ſame 
thing, anſwered Whiſker; Jonquille 
may be feared by me, on account of 
my preſent condition; and yet, for all 
that, I am not without power every 
where. When the princeſs is once in 
the iſland, I have contrived to ſave her 
rom Jonquille's embraces, by ſubſtitut- 

i ng 
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ing a phantom i in her ſtead, which he 
ſhall miſtake for her, ſo much * my 
care ſhall:it reſemble her. 

I don't intend, ſaid Tanzai, that he 
ſhall enjoy her ſo much as in idea; z I will 
return to Chechian ; lament your mis- 
fortune; but if the fairy Barbacela has 
ſuch a value for you, ſhe: will find ſome 
other means to reftore both your lover 
to you, and your ſhape. At theſe words 
be ordered, before Whiſker, that every 
thing ſhould be ready for his departure 
next morning, and left that fairy fo diſ- 
conſolate, that all Neadarne's kindneſs 


to her couldnot appeaſe her. 
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e s malicious Trick: How 
'WHISKER furns it to ber own 
- Mivantage | 


HISKE R being: 00 the 
point of ſeeing; her laſt hopes 

prove abortive, and being vet) 
ſcofible ſhe ſhould never be able to de- 
termine Tanzai to conſent to Neadarne's 
voyage 
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voyage to the iſland of Jonquille, re- 


ſol ved, without amuſing herſelf with uſe- 
leſs intreaties, to have recourſe to the 
moſt powerful ſecrets of her art, for 
the delivery of her lover. It was no- 
thing to her if Tanzai was a ſufferer by 
the bargain; the little value he ſet upon 
her, the contradictions ſhe had met with 
from him, and the neceſſity there was 
for her of Neadarne's falling into Jon- 
quille's hands, prevailed with her over 
all other conſiderations; wherefore, 
without diſcovering any thing of her 
deſign, ſhe racked- her brains to find 
ſome expedient, which might deliver 
her from her anxiety 3; and ſhe was ſtill 
in a deep ſtudy when night came on. 
Immediately after ſupper the prince 
and princeſs went to bed; and Tanzai, 
ſth fully bent for letting out next day, 
had repeated his intentions. The fairy 
let them fleep, and was in vain invent- 
ing ſome ſtratagem, when a dreadful 
outcry aroſe ſuddenly in the city. Great 
ape! What do I hear there? cried the 
prince, ſtarting out of his ſleep. Ah! 
laid Whiſker, whom her art immedi- 
ate] y informed of the truth, this Jon- 


quille 
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quille is very terrible! What has he 
done then? ſaid Tanzai. You muſt 
know, reſumed Whiſker, that he was 
in love with one of the handſomeſt wo- 
men in the city; enraged at her obſti- 
nate reſiſting his deſires, he has changed 
her into a monſter; and, not ſatisfied 
with this puniſhment, has extended his 
revenge to all the pretty women in the 
Place, and reſolves they ſhall continue 


ugly till they have made a voyage to his 


 Mand; this is what cauſed the noiſe 
that ſtruck your ears. The Blue- bottles 
would not willingly have their wives 
remain as they are, but the condition to 
which the genius has annexed the return 
of their beauty, ſeems to them yet harder 
to ſapport than their homely figures. 
This city appears to me well peopled, 
cried the prince, and the genius will have 
no little work upon his hands to mend 
What he has ſpoiled. What! pleaſure 
of my life! faid Neadarng, Do you 
think there will be any women, who 
will prefer the loſs of their virtue to that 
of their beauty? The gods forbid | 
ſhould judge amiſs, anſwered Tanzai 
but were I a woman, I ſhould not be 
; Fe willing 
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willing to N to ſuch a trial. Be 
that as it l, will anſwer for it, that 
before two days there will not be the 
leaſt mark remaining of Jonquille”s 

revenge. 

A dreadful ſhriek, which Neadarne 
gaye here, interrupted the converſation. 
Heavens! What ails you to ſhrick in 
that manner? ſaid Whiſker, Alas! fays 
the princeſs, I am greatly miſtaken, if 
my noſe is not at leaſt a foot longer than 
* 5 The prince, in deſpair, went to 
fetch one of the tapers that were burning 
in the chamber, but on ſeeing Neadarng's 
horrible phiz, he let it fall in a fright 
There wanted only this, faid he. Give 
her a looking-glaſs, cried Whiſker, 
reach another taper. The prince, trem- 
bling, brought both the one and the 
other, and Neadarne found herielf fo 
ugly, ſo old, and ſo crooked, that ſhe 
could not refrain weeping, The fairy 
Cucumber might then have vied charms 
TRA her. 

Don't grieve ſo much, ſays the mali- 
cious 4 what ſignifies a misfortune 
one. knows a certain cure for? And 
what afflicts me, anſwered the * is 

c 


* 
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that very cure; and if I ſhould not vex 
myſelf, think you that Neadarne's vir- 
Prog would ſuffer her to make uſe of it? 
Alas! prince, cried Neadarne, quite de- 
jected with ſo many misfortunes, I will 
do nothing without your conſent. - And 
you, added ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to 
Whiſker, you, who have promiſed me 
your protection, when am I to have 
proof of it, if not in my preſent con- 
dition? What ſurprizes me, reſumed 
Tanzai, is that Neadarne ſhould be in- 
volved in the genius's revenge; it ought 
naturally to ha ve fallen only on the wo- 
men of this city: What buſineſs have 
ſtrangers with all this? 

Whifker, if ſhe had been ſo mktided, 
could, better than any one, have in- 
formed Tanzai of the truth of this ad- 
venture, fince Neadarne's transforma- 


non had been owing to her alone. In 


deſpair, at the-prince*s obſtinacy in not 
ſending Neadarne to Jonquille, and not 
being able to deliver Cormorant any 
other way, ſhe had ſeized on the oppor- 
tunity of Jonquille's revenge, hoping 
mo en exceſſive deformity 


would a 
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would determine Tanzai more eaſily to 
let her go to the iſland of Jonquille. 
ln the mean while the prince ſpent 


himſelf in lamentations; wherefore the 


fairy, to encourage bim, ſaid that Jon: 
quille had not certainly reaſoned right 


about his revenge: that ſo many women 


were involved therein, that he would be 
obliged to reſtore the greateſt part of 
them to their beauty without requiring 
any ſubmiſſion from them; that there; 
fore he ought to ſeize this opportunity 
to ſend the princeſs, who would en 
come off the eaſier. 

Les, yes, ſaid Neadarne, I ſhall re- 
turn handſomer; but who will reſtore 
me to what Cucumber, has made me 


loſe? We have undertaken this journey 
only for the cure of one misfortune, and 


I have actually two almoſt as vexatious 


the one as. the other. Altho' the re- 


medy that is. offered me is infallible. far 
both, I ought. not to uſe it either fot the 
firſt or the latter: when all is done, it is 
better for my prince that I ſhould con- 
tinue deſormed; my hideous figure, at 
preſent, will make him. forget what 1 
vas; he will no longer love me; but 

to 
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to render myſelf worthy of his tendet- 
neſs, I muſt neceſſarily loſe. his eſteem, 

Wretched metaphyſics! cried Whiſ- 
ker. In what conſiſts the crime? ls it 
not in the conſent? It is not you that 
wiſh yourſelf in the arms of Jonquille, 
you cannot therefore be criminal. - You 
don't even ſo much as deſire the reco- 
very of your former charms, it is only 
on your ſpouſe's account that you regret 
the loſs of them; and if you ſubmit to 
What will reftore them, it is only for his 
lake; conſequently he cannot but eſteem 
you the more, for having overcome 
your reluctance to pleaſe him. Is not 
this true? ſaid ſhe to Tanzai. I know 
not, anſwered he, whether your reaſon- 
ing bs Juſt ; but as I am oppreſſed with 
fo many misfortnnes, the beſt courle 
that I think can be taken, is, that which 


| Will free me from them the ſooneſt. 


Had they carried this converſation any 
farther, the hiſtorian is too judicious to 
tire the reader with any more of it. 
In the mean while the uproar till 
continued in the city to ſuch a height, 
that the prince was deſired by Neadarnc 
ITN jake 's fury therein, 
0? : an 
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and bring them word of what paſſed 
there. He informed them at his return, 
that the genius's revenge had hardly 
appeared manifeſtly, when all the wo- 
men ſet out in ſhoals for the iſland of 
Jonquille, without excepting even the 
queen, who not being able to beat her 
uglineſs one moment, had been the firſt 
who took the reſolution; but that, at 
her return, the king had ftrangled het 
with his own hands, and that there were 
Few huſbands in the city but who had 
done the ſawe. This, however, added 
he, does not hinder thoſe that ſtaid be- 
bind from defiring to follow; and 1 
am very ſure, before the day is over, 
not one woman in the place will have 
any ſigns left of the genius's anger. 1 
know very well, that the vanity of be- 
ing handſome always prevailed with the 
women, over the fatisfaction of being 
) I virtuous, © ine en 
8 That is entirely owing to the men, 
anſwered Whiſker ; let them ſeek afrer 
virtue in a woman, as much as they 
hunt after beauty; let the one ſtand the 
fair ſex in as much ſtead as the other, 
you ſoon will ſee us ſer as great a value 

ha upon 
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upon our virtue as our peauty. But let 
us lea ve this argument; what do you at 
laſt reſolve on? To let Neadarne go as 
ſoon as day breaks, ſaid Tanzaj 3 to- 


morrow ſhe will ſee Jonquille ; and to- 


morrow alſo I ſhall die with grief. One 
of the misfortunes which ſhe ſuffers, is 
certainly too much in all conſcience; 
and I ſhould at laſt be apprehenſive of 


11 5 reproached with having loved her 


ony. for my own fake. 
It is of little importance to relate how 
the reſt of the day was ſpent. New 
fears continually from Tanzai; freſh 
aſſurances of fidelity from Neadarne ; 
5 of Whiſker to the prince, that 
is charmer ſhould return from the iſland 
Juſt as ſhe went thither all but her cure, 
which being, wrought by the fairy-art, 
ſhould not in the leaſt affect her virtue; 
an obſtinate ineredulity, upon that head, 
55 on Tanzai, who, one would 
have thought, took a pleaſure in view- 
ing things in the worſt light, until, at 
laſt, night came on. Upon. the whole, 
che prince, who bad changed his reſo- 
lution above twenty times that day, went 


to bed, determined to let the princeſs go! 
an 


ot 
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and 'Whiſker, who had ſomething of 
vaſt moment to ſay, to the princeſs, find- 

ing that his trouble would not let him 
ſleep, compelled him to it by che force 
of her enchantments, and began as oy 
lows. . 
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A very affetting Converſation be- 
| tween WH ISK ER and the Princeſs, 
which 1s of the utmoſt. Importance 
to all Female Readers. 


0 Y are infinitel y affficted at ner 

deformity, and yet more at the 
firſt of your misfortunes : you 
are | nfraſe of . genius, and yet are not 
willing to remain as you are: all this 
makes a ſtrange confuſion in your head. 
It is neceſſary, however, to unravel the 
confuſion of your ideas, to extricate you 
from it, to render them clear, and make 
you ſee day within your ſoul, At pre- 
ſent all is darkneſs to you; you only 
grope your way along; your thoughts 
turn their backs upon one another, and 
8912551 are 
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are in an ill humour even with them. 
ſelves; there is not one of them, I am 
fare, but what has a judge againſt itſelf; 


and you ſuffer by their contradiction: I 


will reconcile you to yourſelf, my rea- 
fon is going to fit down and judge 
them, hearken to me. 

When I promiſed you to ſave you 
from Jonquitle*s tender embraces, I de- 
ceived you; no power would be able to 
Prevail on him upon that head: your 
Virtue, as ceremonious as it is about its 
Aduecorums, will give way; that genius 
> will infallibly get the better of it; in a 
word, you will not go out your time 
with it: one of theſe two it muſt chooſe, 
either to expire with pleaſure, or to die 
u violent death. You are too lovely 
for it to meet with any quarter; it will 
even ſerve only to inereaſe the ardour of 
Jonquille. When the triumph coſts no- 
thing; ſo that the vanity of a man can 


draw no advantage from it, he neglects 
it: let us proceed to another point, 

As to your deformity, don't trouble 
yourſelf about it; that was all my handy- 
Work; and I will rid you of it without 
the genius's interpoſition : you ſhall 
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ſcarce have left the prince, but you ſhall 
find yourlelf handſomer than ever. This 
is not all, we come now to the material 
article. The prince is very jealous, and 
tho* you ſhould tell him you appeared. 
before the genius without running any 
rilque, ſome certain marks, which are 
not to be miſtaken, may happen eaſily 
to give you the lie. But I have a remedy; 
that is excellent for repairing the out- 
rages we ſuffer from the paſſionate tran- 
ſports of mankind, 

W hat is the meaning of all this? cried. 
Neadarne, interrupting her. What! ſaid 
e Whiſker, don't you underſtand me? 
, Before you had known the prince — 
je but it is impoſſible you ſhould be igno- 
y WW rant of what 1 mean; you will agree 
11 chat thoſe two fatal nights, (when each 
of I ot. you ſucceſſively experienced the ef- 
tetts of Cucumber's anger) if no mi- 
fortune had befallen you, you could not 
have granted to Tanzai what his love 
would have required of yours, but ſome- 


ble FW thing ſingular muſt have happened to 
dy- you — I begin now to underſtand you, 
a4 laid Neadarne. You are very ſenſible, 
aal 


5 . have 
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have been, without ſome alterations be- 
ing made in you. Joriquille, to cure 
you, will require that which the prince 
was deprived of. What would have 
happened to you by Tanzai, will hap- 
pen to you by Jonquille: and, accord- 
ing to the natural cuſtom, it is impoſſi 
ble but your ſpouſe muſt diſcover what 
the genius has done. 

Well! and what of all that? ſaid 
. At the bottom, reſumed 
Whiſker, the matter is not much; but, 
in point of form, that makes a wide 
difference. In a word, it ſhocks an 
unreaſonable. prejudice which has ob- 
tained among mankind, and which with 
them is the moſt to be regarded. Now, 
I muſt enable you to prove to the prince, 
that the genius had paid you an uncom- 
mon deference z otherwiſe you would 
loſe his love; and whatever he might 
ſay to you, how well ſoever he may be 
convinced that you only obeyed upon 
compulſion, he would have the injuſtice 
to fl ght you, if you ſhould not return 
to him ſuch as he imagines you. 

Such is our misfortune ! the men cor» 
Genug accuſe us of artiſice, and yet 

asl Pe! Pe- 
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perpetually reduce us to the hecefſity of 
having recourle to it. They are all as 
unjuſt as Tanzai, and defpiſe | us often for 
thoſe very things, to which they them- 
felves have urged us with the utmoſt 
earneſtnefs. There are a thouſand caſes, 
wherein, On account of their nonſenſical 
vanity, ſincerity, would diſhonour us, and 
verein (it is a genera] rule) lying cures 
d Ius their eſtcem. Such, for inſtance,” is 
d Wrie very dilemma you are now 8 ws 
Were it not even in my power to re- 
pair the injury Jonquille will do you, ſtill 


an you ought always to mainta.n to your 
Jy ſpouſe, that your virtue has been in no 
ith anger, and ro place all defects to the | 
. Wccount of nature, rather than own to 


im a thing which he would never for- 
ive you. Tn a word, the very idea of 
precedence flatters them! therefore, that 
ou may be able to confirm your afſeve- 
tion, by undeniable proots, 1 will en- 


pon Aruſt you wich an infallible ſecret: Andes 
(tice M1 | con- 
tun — 


by Here Kiloho-ee laments, and the winter 
con- MW him, that this ſecret of Whiſker's is not to be 
ver is this book. As the Chineſe proteſts" he 
Was WE been glad o of communicating it to his 
er pe: 4 8 2 13 1 1 121 country 
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conſiſts but of three words, and even 
thoſe you ſhall have in writing, that you 
may not run the hazard of forgetting 
them. At another time you might de- n 
ceive him without all theſe precautions, Id 
but his jealouſy will make him clear- MV 
ſighted, and we have more than one ſenſe th 
to impoſe upon, This ſecret will deprive Nhe 
him of all cauſe of ſuſpicion; I will Bw 
even have it ſerve him more than would We: 
be abſolutely neceſſary; the more he Wth 
complains of it, the more ſatisfied he Wha 
will be. | m 
As for the reſt, never bluſh at uſing Wbe 
this artifice; if he has been obliged to Ich. 
carry any marks of the night he paſſed Mqu 
with Cucumber, he would have made pr 
no difficulty of impoling upon you Ile 
He came off by ſaying, 1 alt cured hac 
by a dream, and you may. -— I have ma 
always ſuſpected, ſaid Neadarné, inter- 
Eve > | rupting Joi 
touutry- women, the tranſlator, believing it would 
not be leſs agreeable to the fair ladies of France, 
aſſures his female readers, it is to his great regret Ven 
they are deprived. of it. He begs them, there- Wang 
fore, not to impute its loſs to his negligence, an der. 
thinks he ought to proteſt to them, that after 3 
long and manifold experience; he has been obliged 
to treat all that is ſaid upon this article as fabulous 


* 
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rupting her, that this dream was not 
true; but ſhould I tel! him likewiſe that 
a dream recovered me, his own adven- 
tures would make him give the leſs cre- 
dit to my aſſertions. Yes, anſwered 
Whiſker, if they were not ſupported by 
the ſecret you know; but which way can 
he doubt of them, when he will meet 
with the ſame difficulties at leaſt, as the 
genius will meet with before him ? But if 
this ſecret ſhould fail, cried Neadarnẽ 
haſtily, Cucumber may chance to play 

1 trick alſo; you know it will 
be "full as bad as the other. Fear no- 
thing, anſwered Whiſker, the i is not ac- 
quainted with this ſecret; and if the 
prince would deal ſincerely with you, 
he would own he could not perceive ſhe 
had made any uſe of ic. But there re- 
mains ſtill another article. 

You have imbibed an averſion againſt 
Jonquille ; it will ceaſe as ſoon as you 
let eyes on him; he is very handſome, 
In the relation I made you of my ad- 
ventures, he appeared my perſecutor, 
and that thought, no doubt, has ren- 
dered him odious to you; but I fore- 
"rp Jon, once again, that he is a 

| M charm- 
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charming genius; and one who, together Not 
with the moſt extenſive power, is maſter Nhe 
of the moſt uncommon qualifications 
and accompliſhments: perhaps you may 
even conceive a violent paſſion for him. 
Never fancy it, ſaid Neadarne ; my Who' 
heart is prepoſſed with ſo ſtrong a ten- Mit! 
derneſs br Tanzai, that I would defy im 
all the genius's upon earth to make any 
impreſſion on me. You are again ina 
miſtake upon that head, anſwered the 
fairy; Jonquille will put you to a hard 
trial, and Tanzai, who might ſecond 
your love, will be abſent. His idea will 
be enough to me, reſumed Neadarne, 
and I ſhould bluſh too much, if I ſtood 
in need of his preſence to prevent my 
being unfaithful to him. With all theſe 
fine ſentiments, replied Whiſker, things 
will happen juſt as I foretel] you. 1 
am a little acquainted with the ways of 
the heart. 
What prevents a woman's being falſe 
to her lover, is that ſhe does not put 
herſelf in danger of being falſe to him. 
On a critical occaſion, if ſuch a one 
mould happen, nature would get the 


better of all other thoughts, and would 
| nor 
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r Wot fail to extinguiſh them. It is true, 
hen one begins to recollect oneſelf, one 
greatly aſtoniſhed, but the thing is 
y Wot the leſs done. That will never hap- 
1. Nen by Jonquille ſaid Neadarne, and 
o' I ſhould not be tenderly affected 
1- With another's paſſion, it would not be 
fy Wim I ſhould chuſe ; I am very ſenſible 
hate him. That is another error, re- 
2 med Whiſker; frequently thoſe very 
he Wien, of whom women have formed to 
rd Micmſelves a frightful idea, are the per- 
nd Mons who attain ſooneſt to the ſecret of 
ill leaſing them: to be hated at firſt, is a 
e, Way that commonly leads to being vio- 
od FWntly beloved: caprice frequently has a 
yes hand therein than ſelf-love. 

eſe A man happens in company with a 
'5oman, and ſeems to view her charms 
ut with indifference; no praiſes flow 
om his tongue ; his eyes, full of a 
ortifying indolence, ſeem not in the 
alt to contradict his ſilence; he looks 
n her, without intermixing any civili- 
es with the way of examining her; it 
ould have been as well for her not to 
ave been there; he appears not to have 
ken the leaſt notice of her in his heart; 
1 M 2 per- 
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perhaps he even ſeems to have his eye; 
rivetted upon another woman in the 
ſame company: behold a perfect con- 
fined hatred. And if by chance this ſo 
inattentive man has any merit, it is but 
all loſt, he is yet the more inſupportable. 


Were he ſtupid, were he one of thoſ 


ſuperficial wretches, on whom nothing 
makes any impreſſion, his approbation 
would be next to nothing, it would only 
pleaſe becauſe it ſooths one's pride to 
gain the admiration of every body. But 
for a man who is amiable, not to think 
a woman is ſo likewiſe, that is never to 
be forgiven : that very moment all hi 
good qualities become ſo many faults 
Does he ſpeak well? he ſpeaks ill; be 
cauſe you don't find what you could de. 


fire in what he ſays. Is he ſerious! 


How ſullen he is! Is he a man of ſen{e! 
How dull and heavy! Is he jocoſe! 
How wretchedly he pretends to jel 
Behold your ill opinion wound up «© 
the higheſt pitch, you feel in yourfel 
ſuch an averſion to him, that it is per: 
ſectly uneaſy to you, it is ſo very violent. 

Let but this very man, ſo intolerab!j 
deteſted, rouze at laſt from his lab 
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et him addreſs himſelf to you, I mean 
only in ſuch a manner as is uſual in com- 
pany, and declare nothing, behold him 
o changed, he is no longer the ſame: 


your vanity being ſatisfied, tears off the 
bandage that covered your eyes ; the 
attention he has ſhewn to your merit, 
makes his own ſhine out, if I may uſe 
that expreſſion, In this ſituation, let 
him ſay he loves; no ſooner has he ut- 
ered that dangerous word, than a ſoft 
ook returns him his declaration, and 
hat yet more paſſionately than he ſpoke 
t. The heart makes a tranſition from 
ane extremity to the other, tho?” it never 
ated enough, it fears never to have 
indneſs enough; this is what is called 
ove by ſur prize. Jonquille is juſt in 
the ſame caſe with you; you imagine 
im hideous, he is very lovely; he will 


\ſe Wake his court to you in ſuch a manner, 
elt will immediately diſcover all his 
p (0 harms; the ſurprize is not far off, 

reg Once again I defire you not to believe 
pe. ſaid Neadarne, I love the prince, and 
lent all certainly behold Jonquille with 
abi difference. Be it ſo, anſwered the 


ole, I believe it the ſooner, becauſe it 
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is neither neceſſary for you, nor me, th... 
you ſhould love him: All you have u ry 
do is to ſpend one night with him. Ah! 
great ape! cried Neadarne, How long 
will it be? Judge without prejudic .. 
reſumed the fairy, you will imagine i - 
ſhort: at preſent, let us think of tr 
unfortunate Cormorant. b 
In the ſpace of ten years the love and 
anger of Jonquille have, no doubt, lol 
theif force. I know even that ſometime Fe 
he makes this unhappy prince ſing andi th 
dance before him; he will not fail 9 
give you variety of entertainments; 
ſeize then the opportunity to demand dl 
him the liberty of my lover : grant nt 
any thing to his love, if it be poſſible 
before he has reſtored me the object ol 
mine. If he refuſes you, take this ſlip 
E. (Here Whiſker made a ſign witi 
her paw, and a ſlipper, with ſome pape, h 
fell immediately upon the bed.) Ther, 
continued ſhe, is the ſecret I promiſe 
you, and it may be repeated as often n 
you pleaſe. As for this ſlipper, take it f 
when you ſee the genius lumber, mak: 
him kiſs it, it will redouble his ſleep: 
What! this ſlipper make him leep! = 
eas 


\ 
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Neadarne : What a flame! Theſe are 
things above human conception, replied 
the fairy: yes, this flipper will make 
him ſleep. 

When you ſee him in that condition, 
go into the gardens, look for Cormo- 
rant, and ſhew it him; it is one of thoſe 
[ wore the night we were parted ; he 
has the fellow to it in his pocket, which. 
he took from me in jeſt, a little before 
we were ſo diſagreeably ſurprized by 
Fonquille. Order him to pur them on, 
they will render him inviſible 3 without 
this precaution he will not þe able to 
get out of the iſland. But, ſaid Nea- 
darne, interrupting her, what if Jon- 
quille ſhould come to know of our 
fight in time? Fear nothing, cried 
Whiſker, his anger would only be ap- 
prehended by Cormorant. As ſoon as 

night has given place to day, he will 
have no power over you, but what you 
pleaſe to give him. But put the ſlipper 
and the paper up carefully ; I have no 
more to add, day begins to peep 3 this 
laid, ſhe awaked Tanzai. 

Ab! fatal day, cried he,. how haſty 
are you to break! Well, deareſt half 
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of my ſoul, faid he to Neadarne, are Hari 


you {till ſo very deformed ? Worſe than 
laſt night, I think, anſwered the prin- 
ceſs. O execrable metamorphoſis! cried 
he: however, if one had removed the 


other, I ſhould have ſomething to com- 


fort me, I ſhould at leaſt have got the 


ſtart of the genius. Ceaſe your lamen- 


tations, reſumed Whiſker, the equipage 
is ready, ſhe muſt be gone. Endeavour, 
faid the prince to Neadarne, embracing 
her, to avoid Jonquille's careſſes; or, 
at leaſt, if he does touch you, let it be 
next to nothing. You don't mind what 
you fay, cried Whiſker, it all comes to 
the ſame thing. Yes, at the bottom, 
anſwered the prince, once is as bad as ten 
times; nevertheleſs ten times would vex 
me more than once. You have whim- 
fical niceties, replied ſhe ; but don't 
think of that, go to bed again, you ſhall 
tell me fome ſtory, you have wit at will. 


Oh! as for wit, reſumed Tanzai, I ſhall 
have none to day, You are contented | 


for your part; you are going to {ee 
your Cormorant again; thanks to the 
mole-hill where you have lived, he will 
find you juſt as he left you: but Nea- 


darn . 


III. 
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let us baniſh this idea, it 


Larne 
ills me, | 
During this diſcourſe the princeſs did 
ot ſtir; and Whiſker fearing Tanzai 
ould detain her, after having aſſured 
him again that ſhe ſhould run no riſques, 
obliged them to part; and ſaw Nea- 
darné at laſt ſet out for the iſland of 
Tonquille with as much pleaſure as 
Tanzai felt pain. It will be ſeen in the 
following chapters, whether he was in 
the wrong to be alarmed at it. 


End of the FigsT VOLUME. 
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